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CAMP DACHAU, GERMANY 
6 JUNE 196, 


MORNING SESSION 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order, 

PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, let the record 
show that all the members of the Court, all the members of the 
Prosecution with the exception of Captain Shumacker, who is absent on 
business of the Prosecution, all the members of the Defense with the 
exception of Mr, Strong who is sick in the hospital, and Dr. Rau who 
is absent on business of the accused, all the defendants and the 
reporter are presente 

MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution recalls Mr, Harry Thon. 

HARRY THON, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, 
having been previously sworn, testified further as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and proceedings were 
translated into the German language by the interpreter.) 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (MR. ELOWITZ) 

Q Mr. Thon you are reminded you are still under oath, 

A Yes, sire 

Q In the course of your interrogations at I.P. #2, 
Schwaebisch Hall, Germany, did you ever have occasion to interrog 
a person by the name of Friedel Kies? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did he make a statement to you? 


A Yes, he did. 


Q Was the statement oral or written? 
A 


It was both oral and written. Oral at first and then 
written by him, 


(Thon-redirect) 





ta 157 
6/6/ IdH 2 


Could you identify Fpiedel Kies if you were to see him 


Yes, I can. 
Will you do so? 
He is wearing mumber 30. 
PRESIDENT: Number 30, stand up. 
(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 
MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter an instrument 
and asks that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit P-l1l1 for identification, 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 
Exhibit P-111 for identification by the reporter.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (MR. ELOWITZ) 
Q Mr, Thon, I hand you a written document marked Prosecution 
Exhibit P-111 for identification and ask you to identify ite 
A Yes, sir. This is the written statement of Friedel Kies 
and is signed by him, 
Q Was it written and signed in your presence? 
A It was signed in my presence, I am sure, but I don't 
believe I was present all the time while he wrote its 
Q Was it signed by the same Friedel Kies whom you have just 
identified? 
A Yes, it wase 
Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 
A Yes, it was. 
Q Did you use any cruel or harsh methods in order to 
obtain this statement? 
A No, sire 


Q Did you make any threats or promises to Fricdel Kies? 


(Thon-redirect 





ta 157 
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No, I did not. 

Was the statement sworn to? 

Yes, it was. 

Do you know who administered the oath? 

Yes. 1st Lt,-William R, Perl. 

MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence its Exhibit 
# 111 for identification and requests that it be attached to the 
record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-111, 

LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the evidence on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit 
offered by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be 
marked Exhibit Pelll. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit 
Pll] and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

UR. ELOWLTZ: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of Exhibit Pel1l and requests that it 
be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-lll-A. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection on behalf of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Eyhibit Pellled. 

ibit Pelll-A and is 
and made a part of the record.) 
WITZ: Prosecution requests pe 


and: PRlll-A, 





(Whereupon Mr, Elowitz read Prosecution Exhibit P-111 as follows; ) 


“I, Friedel Kies, being first duly sworn, make the following 
statement under oaths 


During the Eifel offensive in December 19)}, Iwas 
a member of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company, ist Pioneer 
Battalion, LSSAH. 


Before the Eifel offensive I think it was already in 
Satzvey, Untersturmfuehrer Seitz gave us Company instructions 
in which he said the following: 


“Prisonersof war will not be made in this offensive." 


During the night from the 16th-17th December 19), we 
left the bivouac area in the Blankenheim woods and drove 
into the offendive. 


We reached a big cross-road north of “ngelsdorf, in my 
estimation this crosseroad was about 2=3 km distant from 
Engelsdorf. 


I canremember that we turned left around a curve at 
this cross-road towards Engelsdorf and that we stopped at in 
front of a pasture that was situated right off the road. 

We stopped on the right side of the road infront of this 
pasture at which I noticed that there were approximately 
50-60 apparently dead American prisonersof war lying on 
this pasture. I definitely remember to have seen one who 
still moved. 


We only stood there very shortly when Unterscharfuehrer 
Beutner gave the order to the whole crew of our SPW to shoot 
at the prisoners, 


Pioneer Jirassek, who was our No, 1 M.C. gunner thereupon 
shot into the prisonerswith his rear M.G. 


Ag far as I can remember no other men of our crew did any 
shootinge 


"TJ also know of two other cases whereby American prisoners 
of war were shot and I myself ” ated on order of Unter-= 
scharfuehrer Beutner 


noon in 


er to com " r 
in which there was an American prisoner of war, I know 
it was an American se I know their uniform, and know 


that it was a prisoner because he had the hands raised and his 


(Kies statement) 





“hands folded above his heads 


Unterscharfuehrer Beutner ordered me to lead the prisoner 
away and said to mes 


"You know what you have to dos" And thereby gripped 
towards his pistol. I went with the prisoner a few houses 
further away and then shot him dom. I fired four to five 
shots at the prisoner, I still remember that the shots penetrat~ 
ed the head and chest, The prisoner fell to the ground and did 
not move any more, therefore I am convinced that he was dead, 

I returned to my guard post on security. 


ARASH 


"The next shooting took place in the vicinity of the CP of 
the lst platoon of the 3rd Pz PI Company. I went past this CP 
by chance, in front of which stood Untersturmfuehrer Seitz and 
Sturmmann Johannsen with two prisonersof war. Untersturmfuehrer 
Seitz stopped me and gave Johannsen and me the order to lead the 
two prisoners away and to shoot theme 


We went a few houses further and then shot the two prisonerss 
I would like to add that the two prisoners walked two to three 
meters with raised hands ahead of us, the hands folded behind 
their heads. ‘ 


At the shooting Johannsen used his machine pistol and I a 
38 pistol. I cannot remember any more how many shots we fired 
but I know both of the American prisoners of war immediately fell 
to the ground, We left both of the prisoners lying. fF walked to 
the vehicles and Johannsen to Untersturmfuehrer Seitz. 


This above mentioned shooting also took place on the 19th 
December 19h). 


To illustrate the above statement I produced two sketches 
which I marked Exhibit "A" and "B" and made part of my statement. 
Exhibit "A" shows the cross-roads near Engelsdorf. On this 
document is shown: 


1. The crossroads, 2, The pasture with the shot American 
prisoners of war, 3. The road towards Eng elsdorf. 4. Our SPW, 
5. The two other SPW's of our platoon. 6, The SPW of Platoon 
Leader Unterscharfuehrer Beutners 

on of the 
tner for the sho 
On this sketch i 


1. Houses of the village Stoumont. 2, Village streets. 
3. Field path. . House near which we were placed on security. 
5. The place where the prisoners were shot. 6, The house in 
which the prisoner was and I received the order for the shootings 


This statement consisting of five pages and two sketches 


(Kies-statemtnt ) 


s+il 





"were made by me of my own free will, uninfluenced by force, 
duress, or threats of punishment or promises of any kind. 


I swear by God, that the facts mentioned herein are true 
and I am prepared to repeat them under oath before any Court 
of Justices 


(Signed) Friedel KIES 
8 


turmmann 
26 March 196 
Sworn to and subscribed to before 
me this 26th day of March 196 at 
SCHWAFRISCH HALL, GERMANY. 
(Signed) WILLIAM R. PERL, 1st Lt. M.I. 

0-55159 

Investigator—Fxaminer 

W.C.B. USFET" 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P=1l1 was read in the 
German language by the witness.) 

MR. ELOWITZ: You may cross examines 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The Defense does not desire to 
interrogate the witness at this time. 

PRESIDENTs Any questions by the Court? Apparently not, 
the witness is excusede 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew to the 
Prosecution table in the Courtroom.) 

WR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution recalls, at this time, 
the witness Kurt PLOHMANN. 

KURT PLOHMANN,realled as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being first duly resworn, testified further through an int eter 
as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (MR. ELOWITZ) 

Q You are the same Kurt Plohmann who previously testified 
in this trial? 

& Yese 

Q You previously testified that you.were 4 m 
first company, first SS Panzer Regiment and that Obersturmfuehrer 


(Plohmann-redirect ) 1418 





Kremser was your Company Commander, isthat correct? 

A Yes, 

Q To which platoon did you belong and who was your 
platoon commander? 

A I was a member of the first platoon and the leader was 
Platoon Leader Hennecke, Untersturmfuehrer Henneckes 


Q Were you in La Gleize during the Eifel Offensive of 
December 19)))? 


Yes. 


Yes. 


4 
Q Did anything umsua]. happen while you were in La Gleize? 
A 
Q 


On what day did this happen? 

A It might have been on the 19th or 20th of December, 

I don't know the exact date. 
Q Describe to the Court what happened? 

A On that day, we were in the CP of the lst Company in the 
schoo], at La Gleize. A man from the crew of Hauptscharfuehrer Skotz 
came and told us that weveral A,erican prisoners of war had been shot 
outside next to the tanks, to their tanks, 

Q Contime.s 

A fi that's all. 

Yho was your company commander at that time? 
At that time, Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke was the leader 
companys 
Yas Hennecke 
was made. 
4 No, Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke was not present. 


Q Who was present in the CP at that time? 


(Plohmann-redirect ) 





A Hauptscharfuehrer Skotz, Hauptscharfuehrer Petun, 
Unterscharfuehrer Nagel, Rottenfuehrer Bandies, Sturmmann Albrecht, 
I, myself, and others whose names I can no longer remember, were, 
at that time, present in the CP. 

Q Did anybody leave the CP after the messenger made his 
report? 

A Yes, A short time later, Rottenfuehrer Bandies and 
Sturmmann Albrecht left the CP to go to the tank of Hauptscharfuehrer 
Skotz, in order to lock at the matter. 

Q Did they return? 

A Yes, after ten to fifteen minutes they returned. 

Q Did they say anything to you? 

A They came back and said that the report of the runner had 
been correct, that some Americans were lying outside there dead, that 
some of them were not as yet dead. 

Q Did they say anything further? 


Yes. Those who had not been dead were screaming and moaninge 


A 
Q Did Hennecke return to the CP that day? 
A 


Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke returned to the CP after two 
or three hourse 

Q Did he have a conversation with anyone then? 

A When Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke then returned, Haupt- 
scharfuehrer Skotg then reporte# to him the incident which had taken 
place out there next 

Q 
soldiers? 

A Yese 


Q Did Hennecke say anything? 


(Piohmanneredirect ) 





A Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke reacted to this report by 


shrugging his shoulders and making no coments. 

Q What were your duties in your company on the day following 
the incident that you have just described? 

A On the following day I was given the order by Unter= 
sturmfuehrer Hennecke to unload, together with several A,erican 
prisoners, ammnition of the first platoon and to store them ina 
basement at La Gleizee 

Q Was anyone else from the first company with you as you 
assumed your duties? 

A Yes. Several members of the first company came along 
as guards for the Americans.s 

Q Was a man by the name of Eckmann with you? 

Yess 
Did you have a conversation with Eckmann on that day? 


Se On that day I had a conversation with Sturmmann 


Eckmann belongs to the crew of Hauptscha 
1 the 


conversation you } with Eckmann what did you say 


lid he say t 





Ta 157 
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Q Will you please look to your left at the accused and 
identify Eckmann if you can? 
A Yes, I have recognized him, 
What number is he wearing? 
Number 12, 
PRESIDENT: Number 12, stand up, 
(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:(MR. ELOWITZ) 
Q Could you identify Hennecke if you were to see him 
again? 


A Yese 


Q Will you look to your left at the accused and identify 


Hennecke if you can? 


A I have recognized Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke. 
Q What number is he wearing? 
A Number 23, 

PRESIDENT: Number 23, stand up. 


(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 


(Plohmann=redirect ) 





QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Zlowitz)s 
Tk 7158-159 Q Did you ses the bodies of the American prisoners 
SR 6/6/46-1 
shot by Skotz' panzer as you have testified? 
A Yos. 
Q ‘hen and under what circumstances’ 

A After I wuloaded the ammunition from tho SP I had 
to report with the prisoners and saw on that occasion tho 
American prisoners who had been shote 

Q How many bodies did you seo? 

A Theres can only have been 7 or 8. 

MR. BLOWITZ: You may cross examine. 
RS CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. COL. DWINEIL): 
Q Plohmann, when Hennecke returned to the Command Post 


and Skotz made the report to him, were you present? 


4 Yes. 


Q How was the report made by Skotz? Nas it made in 


writing or did he make it orally? 
A Orally. 
You ovarhsard what was said? 
Yes. 
I believe you said yc a gunner in a tank, is 


that correct? 


your tan) 
My tank was standin tly in fre of the entrance 
to the school at La Gleize. 


zunnsr in 





T: 158-159 PROSECUTION: If the Court please, with the per- 
SR-6/0/46-2 
mission of the Defense, can we get this testimony of "SPy" 
changed to"tank"? 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: "fanl# is correct. No objection. 


(iinereupon the reporter was instructed to change "SP\t 


to "tank", by the Court, in tne preceding testimony.) 
Lt. COLe DWINELL: That is all. 
DEYSNSS COUNSEL: Lieutenant Wanler. 
SSTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHRLSR)s 
Q Flohmann, you personalk, did not witness any of the 


shootinecs, is that correct? 


(Interrupting) I will rephrase that question. 
did not witness the snooting that you have just testified 
that correct? 

Yes. 

411 you know is what someone has told you, is that 
correct? 

Yes. 

You do not know whether those American soldiers wore 
shot in combat or were snot dolibsrately by the people that you 
have testified to, 

I cannot say definite 


You personally never saw 


Did Sekmann admit to yo 


In that converse 


hether he 





Tk #15y-i5y was not present. 
SR-0/6/-3 


LT. WAHLER: That is all. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER): 

Q Can you tall us who took those prisoners and when 
those prisoners were taken? 

YR. ELOWITZ: Just a minuts, if the Court please. 
The Prosecution objects to the question on the ground that the 
witness is in no position to state now and when tho prisoners 
were taken. He has testified tnat he was not present at that 
time except when the report was made at the C.P. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. 

THE WITNESS: I lmow nothing about the manner in 
wnich tbse prisoners wore taken. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. LEER): 

Q Do you know what later on happened to thoso prisoners 
with whom you unloaded ammunition’ 

A After my activity with those prisoners was over I 
again took them back to the place at whicn I had picked them 
upe That was in the coffee house at La Gleize. 

Q You know nothing about the later destiny of these 
prisoners? 

I mow nothing about the further desti 

as the report about the shooting of the prisoners 

A One has to try to think onese nto the situation 
im which wo found ourselves at that tims. We had days of combat 
behind us and then American artillery fired into La Gleize and 
wa did not think anything further of it. 


DR. LSER: Thank you, 





Tk #158-159 PRESIDENT: Prosecution? 
SR-6/o-4 
M. ELOWITZ: Nothing on redirect. 
QUESTIONS BY THE COURT (COL. ROSENFELD): 
Q How many bodies did you see at Skotz' tank? 
There may have beon 7 or 8 bodies. 
What was tho position of the bodies? 
They were all criss-crossed. 
Close together? 
On a limited space they were lying next to each other. 
PRESIDENT: Any further questions by the Court? Ap- 
parently none. The witness is excused. 
(Nhereupon the witmess was excused and withdrew from the 
courtroom.) 


Prosecution recalls Lieutenant William 


1ST LT. WILLIAM Re PERL, recalled as a witness for the 


Prosecution, having been previously sworn, testified tnrough 


an interpreter further as follows: 
REDIRECT SXAMINATION 
- SLOWITZ: Lisutenant Feri, you are reminded 
are still wider oath. 
1 (Mr. Blowitz): 
iall 
all, 
by the name of Theo 
A- Yes, sir, I did. 
Did he ever make a statement to you’ 
A Yes, sir, ho made oral statements first and then a 


written statement. 


direct’ 





Ti 5168-159 Q Could you identify Theo Rauh if you were to see 
SR=b/6-5 
him again’? 
4A Yes, I beiieve so. 
Q What number is he wearing? 
A 470 


MR. ELOWITZ: Request the Court to ask number 47 to 


FRES IDENT: Stand upe Sit down. 

WR. SLOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter a 
written instrument and request that it be marked frosecution 
Exhibit Number 112 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 


Sxnibit Noe 112 for identification by the reporter.) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Blowitz): 


Lieutenant Porl, I hand you a written instrument 
marked Prosecution Exhibit 112 for identification and ask you 
to identify it. 

4 It is a statement produced in the handwriting of 
"nego Rauh, whom I just identified, and signed by him. 


Q fas the statement written and signed in your presence’ 


written and signed by the 


i have just identified? 


as the statement made voluntarily? 
Yes, sire 
Did you subject Tneo Rauh to harsh and cruel treat- 


in order to obtain ths statement’ 





Tk #$158-159 
SR-6/0/-» Q Did you make any threats or promises to Theo 


Rauh to obtain the statement? 

No, sire 

Was the statemnt sworn tot? 

Yes, sire 

Who administered the oath? 

I did. 

MR. SLOVITZ: Froseoution offers in evidence 
its exnibit number 112 for identification, request that 
it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's 
Sxnibit Numbsr 112. 

LT. COLe DWINELL: Defense objects to 
evidence on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Ubjection overruled. Ths 
offered will be admitted in evidence, and will be 
Frosecution's Oxnibit P-112. 

Yhereupon the document referred to, having been 
previousiy marked and identified, was received in evidence 
as Yrosecution Exhibit No. P-112, is attached hersto and 
made a part of the record.) 

IR. SLOVITZ: Frosecution offers in evidence 
a true and correct English transiation of its Exhibit 
Number 112, request tnat it be attached to the record and 


P-112-A. 


SIDENT: There bsing no objection by the 
the exnibit offered by tne Frosecution is admit- 


evidence and will be marked Prosecution's Sxnibit 


document referred to was 


as Prosec 


1428 





Tk 158-159 is attacned herato and made a part of the record.) 
SR-6/6/-7 
M. SLOWITZ: Permission is requested for 


Prosecution to read its Exhibit P-112 and P-1l2-A. 
PRES IDE! Granted. 


(Whereupon Ir. Zlowitz proceeded to read Exhibit 


P-112 as follows: ) 


\ "I, Theo RAUH, being duly sworn, make the 


following statement under oath. 


During the BIFZL offensive in Dec 1944, I 
was with the llth Company 2nd SS Pz. Gren. Regt., 
ISSAH. At tnat tims my company commander vas 
Hsinz TOMHARDT; my platoon leader was Obersch. 
RE THER. 


I mow that before the ZIFSL offensive - 
I can't exactly recall the date any more - 
TOMMARDT delivered us a company lecture in which 
he said amongst other things the following: 


‘In this important offensive, we must not 
take any prisoners of var and you have to 
make a lot of Rabatz.! 


This occurred at our assembly area in a 
forest which name I don't recal) any more. To uy 
knowledge this order was only once executed, and 
then by the explicit order of Obersturmfuehrer 
FREUSS. ‘This PREUSS is know in the whole regiment 
by his famous utterance, 'Masche, Masche' - again 
one mors woman for met, when a comrade was killed. 
The shooting of the prisoners of war took place on 
the 22nd 12. 1944 near LA GIZIZB. The following 

2 part pated at it: Rottf. Theo DUTSCHKS, hax 
Oskar SIiG) two or three men of ths 


been brought in. At te saxe time 
hat ned e.t 


r added, 


about made the 
war by target 


it 





Tk #156-159 
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distance of about 2 meters. In this mamor our targets 
were distributed at about 20 meters total distances 

The space between the American prisoners of war standing 
in front of us was not always regular. Then as we let 
the prisoners line up in a row in front of us we had to 
make allowance for some trees which were located there. 
Ne had the prisoners stand with the backs towards us 

and with the face towards the slope, since if they had 
seen that we aimed at them they wouldn't have held still 
and had offered a bad target. I don't know any more 
exactly where I stationed myself in the firing squad line 
behind the prisonors. I only know that to my right stood 
Rttf. FRETNUTH of my companye Furthermore, I kmow that 
the following men stood also in the firins squad line, 
and like I snot the American prisoners of war standing in 
front of them at this target practices 


Rttf. Theo DUTSCHE 
" FREIMUTH (He was always called Max but I don't 
believe that this was his actual nane) 
Untsch. SIEGMUND 
Rttf. Hans SCH"ARZ 


There were still another one or two men unknowm to mo 
in the marksman linee Sach one of us had an Anerican 
prisoner of war standing in front of use I don't know any 
nore who shot et the first ons, because I don't know any 
ore the arrangement of the different marksmen. 


Hovever, 1 know that 1 watched the shooting of the 
others and saw that each one of the here above mntioned 
men snot at tho prisoner of war standing in front of him 
and thereupon the prisoner of war collapsed. I myself 
shot as one of the last ones, DUTSCHKE said once mora to 
me, ‘Shoot, now is your turne’ I fired one snot with my 
208 pistol at the American prisoner of war standing in 
front of me which I aimed from a distance of about 3 me at 
the back of tho head of the prisoner. I saw the prisoner 
hit by me fall forward dead. I had another look at the 
body and saw that I had hit the back of the head as in- 
tended The American had a hole in ths back of his head 

vhich trickled biood and he was 


Then I went back to my SFiie The American prisoner 
who had shot was fairly tall. He had blond hair 
was dressed as follows: 1 


ody clear 
sround dead he d have 
any r I still see his thick blond } 
I don't know his rank - I also don't know whether 
an enlisted man or a r because didn't kno 
Amsrican ran A 


treatrent 
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and uninfluenced by promises of any kind. 


I swear before God that the statements which I have 
made in this affidavit are true and I am prepared to re- 
peat them at any time wnder oath before any court. 


(signed) Theo RAUH 
8s Rottenfuehrer 
5 April 1946 
Witnessed: 


Ralph SHUMACKSR 
Capt. CMP 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this fourth day of April 1946 at 
Schwaebisen Hall, Cermany 

WILLIAM R. PERL 

1st Lt. MI. 0-555149 

Inve stigator-ixaminer 

CB USFst" 

(Wnerevpon Prosecution Sxnibit P-112-A was read in 

the German lancvage by the interpreter Harry Thon.) 

Re BLOWITZ: Frosecution offers in evidence two 
affidavits executed by ths accused Theo Rauh, identifying 
photographs of the accused Heinz Tomhardt and Oswald Sie¢mund, 
request that they be attached to the record and marked Prose- 
cution Exnibits P-112-3 and F-112-0 respectively. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense, there 
8 no objection to ths picture affidavits or necessity for 


reading same It is furtt sipulated that the photographs 


offered by the Prosecution are adnit- 
ed in evidence and will be marked Exnibits P-112-B end 
F-112-C respectively. 
(ynsreupon the documents referred to were marked and 
received in evidence as ‘rosecution's Exhibits No. 112-B and 


112-C respectively, are attached herstc and made a part of 


(Theo Reuh Statenent 143] 





Tk 158-169 
SR-6/6/-10 \_the record.) 


U emsseone BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Blowitz)s 
Q Lieutenant Perl, in the course of your interro- 
gation at I.P. #2, Schvmebisch Hall, did you ever have oc~ 
casion to interrogate a person by the nam of Osrald 
§ iezmund? 
& Yes, sire 
Did he make a statement to youl: 


Yes. 


Q 
4 
Q Was it oral or written? 
A 


He made oral statements first, then one in 
writing. 
Q Could you identify Oswald Siegmmd if you saw 
him again’ 
4A Yes, sire He is wearing number 58. 
PRESIDENT: Number 58, stand ups 
(ymnere spon the accused arose ) 
PRESIDENT: Sit down. 
MR. SLOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter a 
weitten statement and requests that it be marked Frosecu- 
tion Exhibit Number 115 for identification. 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 


PROSECUTION (Mr. Slowitz): 
@ Lieutenant Peri, I hand you a written instru- 
ment marked Froseevtion Exhibit Number 115 for identifica- 
tion, and ask you to identify it. 


a statement written by Osvald § 
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8 Was it written and signed in your presence? 


A It was signed in my presence, it was partly 


written in my presence. ‘hen the sketches were drawn -- 
Iwas present at two of the sketches ail the timo and I was 
not present when the other sketches were made. 

Q Was the Theo Rauh wno drew those sketches and 
signed that statement the same Theo Rauh you have just 
identified? Strike that -= the same Oswald Siegmund? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q fas the statement made volumtarily? 

4A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you subject Oswald Siegmund to cruel and 
harsh treatment in order to obtain the statement? 

A No, sire 

Q Did you make any threats or promises to Oswald 
Siegmund to obtain the statement? 

A I did not, sire 

vas the statement sworn to? 
Yes, sire 


Do you Inow who administered tha oath? 


Frosecution offers in evidence th 


jentification, requ 


jiL: The Defense objects to the 
rrounds previously stated. 
verruled. The exnibit 


and will 
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be marked Bxnibit P-113._ 


(Whereupon the dooumnt referred to, having been 


previously marked and identit'ied was received in evidence 
as Prosecution's Exnibit Pe1l3, is attacned hereto and’ 
mado a part of the record.) 

DR. ULOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence a 
true and corract Engiisu transiation of its Exhibit 
Number 113 and request that it be marked Proseoution's 
Sxnipit 11304. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection on benalf of 
tne Defense. 

PRESIDENT: here being no objection, the 
exnibit offered by the Prosecution is accepted in evidence 
and 1 be marked frosecution Sxnibit No. P-113-A. 

(Ymereupon the document referred to was marked and 
roceived in evidenco as Prosecution sxnibit No. P-1l3-a, 
is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

MR. SLOWITZ: Permission is requested for 
frosecution to read its “xnibit Number 113 and 113-A. 


ranted. 





"I, Unterscharfuehrer Oswald SIZGMUND being duly sworn 
state the following: 


"1.) I entered the SS in September 1940 and I was 
stationed in PRAG with a SS Totenkopfverband, In November 
1940 I was transferred to another Totenkopf Unit to RASTEN- 
BURG in Hast PRUSSIA, and there we were stationed in an 
insame asylun, 


"In June 1941, I was then transferred to the ILSSAH. 


2.) During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944 and 
January 1945 I belonged to the llth Co. III Armored 2nd 
Panzer Gren, Regt. LSSAH, 


"In the night of the 15th to 16th December 1944, my 
company commander, Obersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHARD delivered 
a speech before the assembled company in a forest near 
NETTERSHEIM. Amongst other things he said in this speech 
that we are not allowed to take any prisoners in this coming 
offensive. Furthermore he declared that everything is to 
be shot ruthlessly, also civilians. Hereby Obersturmfuchrer 
TOMHARD explained also to us that Americans who wave the steel 
helmet were not allowed to be shot. I do not know if Haupt- 
scharfuehrer Heinz HENDEL delivered a speech right after 
Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARD because I went away at once to check 
my vehicle, 


"At that time I was assigned to the 2nd platoon of the 
llth company and my platoon leader was Hauptscharfuehrer 
Heinz HENDEL, 


"3,) In the following night therewith the night of the 
16th to the 17th December 194/,, my vehicle together with the 
vehicles of HINDEL's platoon stopped for a short time to 
await the arrival of the vehicles driving further behind us. 
This was in the advance position before the enemy territory 
a short distance before LOSHEIM., At this occasion I dis- 
mounted my SPW and Hauptscharf. HENDEL explained to all men 
of the platoon who had also dismounted the military situa- 
tion and that we were then directly confronted with the 
enemy. Hereby he repeated the order to take no prisoners 
and also give no quarter to civilians. I dnn't recall the 
exact wording of Hauptscharfuel HENDEL's speech to us at 
this time but its contents e thi should oot 

risone as well as civilians rf. } 

much briefer than Obersturmfuehrer RD had 

xhortation not to take any prisoners and to shat civilians 

as also much clearer 1 a much briefer form 
i been done b 


nm the 20th [x 
re time of day, although I } 
rode in my SPW on the road fr 


about 10 to 12 A i r came 
us. All still had their steel helmets on and while 
held their hands raised over their steel helmets, 
oners were unarmed, Seen from us they ked on 
thand side ¢ the street. ne or two German soldiers 


mont) 
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walked along behind the prisoners as guard. The prisoners 
gave way unto the field and walked next to the road because 
the street was too narrow. Suddenly someone opened fire on 
the prisoners, When I saw the others shoot, therefore I 
drew my pistol .08 and fired also into the prisoners. Then 
I aimed at a prisoner who was about 10 meters away from me 
next to the street. I recalled the orders given me by 
Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARD and by Hauptscharfuehrer HENDEL 
directly before the offensive. The moment I shot at this 
prisoner he was about to run towards our SPW, because a 
panic among the prisoners had broken out as the result of 
the first shots, I aimed at the head of the prisoner who wore 
his steel helmet crookedly and fired about 2 to 3 shots at 
the prisnmner., All these shots J aimed at the head, I saw 
how this American was hit by my shots and how he slumped 
together. JI also saw by the manner he fell that he had been 
hit in the head, 


"At this shooting the whole column stopped. I didn't 
know if it was on account of the shooting. I have also seen 
Rottenfuehrer WITTWER from my vehicle shoot with the M. Pi. 
at the prisoners at this occasion. At this time Strm. 
BERTHOLD was my driver, however, I don't recall having seen 
him also shat, 


"At this place a Panther either drove or stood in front 
of me, and behind me stood also a Panther, The prisoners 
were also shot at from the two Panthers, However, I don't 
know who the crews were of these tanks, Behind the tanks 
directly following me rode a SPi/ driven by Rottenfuehrer 
ZABLOCKI, I believe that from this vehicle there was also 
shooting at the prisoners, however, I am not sure of that. 


"For better explanation of my statement I have prepared 
a sketch marked "A" and attached to this statement. The 
numerals indicate: 


"1, Direction to STOUMONT, 2. Direction to LA GIEIZE. 
3B. Panther driving in front of us. 4. Our SPW. 5. 
Panther driving behind us. 6, SPW. 7 American prisoners, 


"5,) ‘The following day on the 21st December 1944 I was 
at the entrance of a house which belonged to the castle 
which was located near LA GLEIZE in which we had our wounded, 
Located in the same house was the C,P. of the then Obersturm- 
fuehrer Georg PREUSS who was the commander of the 10th Com- 
pany III Armored, 2nd Pz. Gren. Regt. LSSAH. 


"T believe it was about noon time when 5 or 6 German 
i ck to the C.P. from a reconnaissance, and 
srican pr wit! rem. This returning 
issance it \ commanded by an Oberschar- 
fuehrer of the 10th company. I don't recall the name of 
this Oberscharfuehrer any longer. To my estimation he was 
about 24 years old - about 180 centimeters tall, dark hair, 
and had a longish rather narrow face, smoothly shaven. At 
that time he wore a camouflage jacket and a steel helmet. 
However, he had the collar outsidé arid I could recognize 
the rank, Fi ly the A ican prisoners of war were led 
into the C.5 A + time Obersturmfuehrer Georg PREU: 
wag in the P. seen him in the 
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house. To my estimation after half an hour, it also might 
have been more or less, the Americans were led out of the 
house by the same Oberscharfuehrer who had brought them 
into the house, I assumed that in the meanwhile the prison- 
ers had been interrogated by Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS. The 
Oberscharfuehrer said hereby: "The prisoners are being shot 
by order of PREUSS, Masche Nasche says that we should hurry 
up." 


"Masche Masche" is an expression used veryoften by 
Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS and therefore Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS 
was known under the name of "Masche, Masche," Thereupon I took 
my M.ePi, and went about 50 meters into the woods with this 
Oberscharfuehrer and two or three other men of the 10th 
company who however I don't know, Hereby the Oberscharfuehrer 
ordered the prisoners to walk ahead in one row about two to 
three steps apart and each one of us placed himself behind 
one prisoner. The Oberscharfuehrer walked to my right and 
then came I, if seen from the right and next to me walked 
the other German soldiers, The prisoners who wore at that time 
no steel helmet, and had their hands folded over the head 
stopped about 50 meters from the house after the Oberschar- 
furhere had given them a sign, The Oberscharfuehrer and I 
started to shoot almost simultaneously. He, as well as I, 
shot with an M. Pi. at the prisoners, At that time the 
prisoners were about 3 meters away from us. I shot the 
prisoner who stood in front of me. This one was fairly tall, 
about as tall as I and had dark blond hair. I aimed at his 
head and discharged a short burst of 4 to 5 shots. I saw 
how I hit the American in the head and saw him fall forward, 

I saw that the dead, shot by me, had a gaping wound in the 
back of the head and noticed that he was dead, Then the 
others busied themselves somehow with the bodies. I myself 
didn't take anything off the bodies, 


"T have prepared a sketch of this locality and marked 
it with "B". The numerals on this my drawing attached to 
my statement indicate: 1. Street from LA GLEIZE to STOUMONT. 
2. House in which Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS was. 3. Castle. 

4. Path leading to the castle. %. Forest. 6. Place of the 
execution, 


"6,) On the 22nd December 1944, at the edge of the 
forest near LA GLEIZE, I participated when about 6 to 7 
American prisoners & war were shot by practicing target 
shating. It was about 4 or 5 o'clock in the afternoon and 
I was busy near my vehicle. Rottenfuehrer DUTSCHKE of the 
llth Company III Armored 2nd Pz. Gr. Regt. LSSAH, driver 

f the commander's S ame to me and told me, 
to 7 prisoners ¥ H far I had not seen y 
I "Quick, s 
business." N made the pro 
e prisoners by target practicing. I self did not 
proposal and although I well remember the proposal, 
T don't know any longer who made it. Then we lined up the 
prisoners in front of us whereby we allowed a space of 2 to 
23 meters between each one, Then we placed ourselves behind 
1 isoners as the prisoners stood with their backs 
o let them see when we 
ith them. The following 
the prisoners: I, 
Rottf. Theo } i end | wen Regt. LSSAH, 
Rttf. Heinz ren. Regt»LS9AH, 
Rottf. “A UTH ( 3 nd zren.. Regt. AH, 
Rttf. Theo RAUH, llth Compan ne Pz. G . Regt., LSSAH. 
Furthermore, there wer e th: men from another 
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company present, who were also Panzer Grenadiers. However, 
I don't remember to which unit they belonged. I myself 
stood between Rottf. DUTSCHKE who stood to my left and 
Rottf, SCHWARZ who stood to my right. DUTSCHKE was the 
first one in line and fired first a shot at the American 
prisoner of war standing in front of him. I shot as the 
second one at the prisoner standing in front of me and 
Rottf, SCHWARZ shot after me. Then it went quick in suc- 
cession along the rest of the line and one American after 
the other fell to the ground, hit. I didn't see the shoot- 
ing of the others as the firing squad was pretty far 
stretched apart (aside from DUTSCHKE and SCHWARZ); by that 
I mean I had not seen as the others of the file of riflemen 
pull the trigger. However, I heard the shots and saw the 
prisoners of war posted in front of them collapse. The 
prisoner of war standing in front of me and at whose head 

I had fired the pistol shots, was doubtlessly dead. After 
the shooting I stepped over to the body and saw precisely 
that I had hit the middle of the back of the head. The two 
prisoners to the left and right d me were also dead, as I 
saw myself, I am certain that slo the other prisoners (be- 
sides these three) were dead but I didn't examine the bodies 
myself, After this shooting I and Rottf. SCHWARZ rode to 


IA GLEIZE as I was to repair an SPW there. I have prepared 
two sketches of this locality. One of them represents the 
general view of the place of execution and the village LA 
GLEIZE. 


"T have marked this drawing with "C" and the numerals 
indicate: 1. Church in IA GIEIZE, 2. Street to CHENEUX. 
3. Street to TROIS PONTS, 4. Street to STOUMONT. 5. Forest 
covered hill. 6, Forest covered hill, 7. Parking place of 
our SPW's, 8, Place of execution. 


"The next drawing which I have marked with "D" represents 
the place of execution itself. The numerals indicate: 
1. Direction to LA GLEIZE. 2. Direction to STOUMONT. 3. 
Forest. 4. Parking place of our SPW/'s. 5. Forest. 6. Ascend- 
ing hill. 7. Prisoners lined up ina row, &. Our firing line. 


"7, On the same day as we blew up our vehicles in LA 
GLEIZE that is on the 23rd December 194, I believe it was 
in the forenoon, I stood between the houses of ILA GLE ’ 
two houses away from the C,.P. of the then Obersturmbann- 
fuehrer PEIPER, At this place and at the time described, an 
Obersturmfuchrer came out of the C.P, This Obersturmfuehrer 
wore tank uniform. He was fairly tall and had longish 


out of 


German soldiers, The 
can uniforms, I don't b eve they still wore 
They held their hands raised, folded behind the 
One of the two Germans who followed th risoners of war was 
an Unterscharfuehrer. I don't know to which unit he belonged, 
green uniform and 4 c flage jacket, therefore I 
he bdionged to the Panz : 
prisoner 


s leated. 
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three to four steps in front of us, Hereby they walked 


in one line with barely more than one meter space between 
them, 


"The Unterscharfuehrer unknown to me who walked close 
behind me tapped me lightly with the elbow as an indica- 
tion that we should start with the shooting. Thereupon I 
started almost simultaneously with the two other soldiers 
to shoot the prisoners. I aimed at the prisoner who walked 
directly in front of me, and I was the one of the three 
Germans walking furthest to the left and therewith the 
prisoner whom I shot was the one walking furthest to the 
left. I shot two shots with my pistol .08 which I aimed at 
the head, One of the two other accompanying men had a 
machine pistol, I don't know any more what weapon the third 
guard had. 


"The prisoner at whom I had shot was hit, fell at once 
forward, and was dead, I saw penetration wounds of the 
shots closely next to one another at the back of the head, 
The back of the head had a hole, out of which ran blood, 


"Thereupon I left at once while the others still re- 
mained with the bodies, I don't know if they did that to 
take something away. The Unterscharfuehrer unknown to me said 
before I went away yet that he had to report the execution of 
the order to the Obersturmfuehrer, Hereby he also mentioned 
the name of this Obersturmfuehrer which sounded like "KRISCH." 
After I had mentioned this name "KRISCH" at the interrogation, 
I was asked by the interrogation officer if I knew by sight 
and by name the officers of the tank regiment. I answered 
that I would know Standartenfuehrer PHIPER and Sturmbann- 
fuehrer PORTSCHKE, and also still one or two others, I was 
asked if I know the name "CHRIST" or an officer by that 
name and I answered "No." Today I was confronted with a 
prisoner and I was asked if I recognize in him the Obersturm- 

f the tank regiment who had given me this order in 
3 for the shooting. I have only seen this Obersturm- 
very shortly in LA GIEIZE, and therefore I cannot say 
if the man confronted me is the same one who in LA GLEIZE 
gave me the order described, To me the Obe urmfuehrer in 
} appeared somewhat stronger and taller, The German 
prisoner confronted me was then brought back once more and 
in my presence was asked for his name and rank by the interro- 
ion officer, Hereby he stated that he was Obersturmfuehrer 
nrich CHRIST of the 2nd tank company, lst SS Panzer Regt. 
H 


"T hay 
localities of 
attac statement 
numerals indicate: 1. Street with village square in LA 
GLEIZE Direction to the 
NTS. 
Row of houses, 6, C,P, of Obersturmbann- 
. 7. Place of shooting. 8. Rottf, SCHIVARZ's 
9. House in which I lived, 


ng.) a cribed shooting 
I participated m I ha of the 
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"a. On the 19th or 20th of December, in the 
afternoon hours, I was in a barracks near the castle 
marked on "B" with 3; this barracks was occupied by 
men of the Headq. Det. of the 12th company III 
Armored 2nd Pg. Gren, Regt. LSSAH. In this barracks 
in my presence it was reported that Unterscharfuehrer 
MORZHEIM had shot prisoners of war. I don't know any 
more the number of prisoners he had shot according to 
this report and also not any more who spoke about it. 
However, out of the conversation there in this barracks 
I could see that it was generally known that Unterschar- 
fuehrer MORZHZIM from the 12th Company III Armored 2nd 
Pz Gren Regt LSSAH had shot prisoners of war. 


"b. In March 1946, I was prisoner in the SONDER- 
LAGSR WEGSCHEID near LINZ in Austria, The official name 
of this camp was Camp "Waurice |. Taylor." In the camp 
there the Unterscharfuehrer told me that during the 
EIFEL offensive he together with Oberscharfuehrer 
BLIESSNER of the 9th Armored 2nd Panzer Gren. Regt. 

SSAH, had shot American prisoners of war, The name of 
this Unterscharfuehrer is KIRCHSCHWAGER or KICHENSCHWAGER 
or at least very similar to these two names, He also 
belonged to the 9th Armored 2nd Panzer Gren. Regt. LSSAH. 
This Unterscharfuehrer was in a fenced-off part d¢ the 
camp in the so-called SONDERLAG@R, and is there in the 
third barracks to the righthand side of the entrance, 
There, he is either a messenger or a lst Sergeant or he 
has some similar function, KIRCHSCHWWAGER related to me 
te shooting of these prisoners d war, pretty much in 
detail, He told me that he had been on reconnaissance 
with BLIUSSNER and I believe it was near STOUMONT. 
Furthermore he told me that he had taken prisoners of 
war at that time, BLINJSSNZR and he, however, were some- 
how cut off and had shot the American prisoners of war 
together before they came back to ug. I don't know any 
more if KIRCHSCHWAGER hereby mentioned the number of the 
Americans bumped df by him, 


"c. I was the first time in combat in this des- 
cribed offensive. Before I never shot prisoners of war 
© would not have shot any pri i 

offensive had I not before been in 
to do so by the speeches of Obersturmfueh 
i by the still more out speech of 
Hauptscharf. Heinz } 


treatment, 


"I swear before God that the statements made in 


this affidavit are true and I am prepared to repeat 
same under oath before any court, 


"(signed) Oswald SIEGNUND 
Unterscharfuehrer 
4th April 1946 





witnessed: 


Raphael SCHUMACKER 
Capt CMP 


"Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this 4th day d April 1946 at Schwibisch 
Hall, Germany 


"william R. PERL 

let It. M,I, 0-555149 
Investigator-Examiner 
W.C.B. USFET" 


PRESIDENT: The Court will recess until 1030 hours. 


(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1000 hours. ) 





(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 


PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that all 
members of the Court; all members of the Prosecution, with the exception 
of Lt. Col. Crawford and Capt. Shumacker, who are absent on business of 
the Prosecution; all members of the Defense, with the exception of Mr. 
Strong, who is sick in the hospital, and Mr. Walters and Dr. Rau, who ere 
absent on business of the Defense; all of the defendants, and the reporter 


are present. 


} WR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution recalls Lt, William Perl. 
f LT. WILLIAM PERL, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, testi- 
fied further through an interpreter as follows; 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Blowite): 
% 2S 
a Q Lte Perl, you are reminded that you are still under oath, 
A Yes. 
(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P1143, the statement of Oswald 
Siegmund, was read in German by Mr. Thon.) 
MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence two affidavits 
executed by the accused Oswald Siegmund, identifying photographs the 


cused Heinz Tomhardt end Hendel, requests that they be attached to the 


P=113=R and P-1l3=C, respect 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, ts offe 


Prosecution are admitted in evide i will be mer} 


ed Prosecution Ex- 


hibits P-113-B and P-113-¢. 


(Whereupon 





— 


— 
Q Iieutenant Perl, in the course of your interrogations 


at IePe Number 2, Schwebisch Hall,did you have occasion to 
interrogate a person by the name of Arvid Freimuth? 

A Yes, sire 

Q Did he ever make a statement to you? 

A He made several oral statements, and a part of it was 
taken dowmm in 2 statement in his handwritinge 

Q In the course of your oral interrogations with Freimth, 
did you take written notes for your own personal use? 

A Yes, sire 

MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter a written 
instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
Number 11) for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit Number 1); for identification by the 
reporters) 

Q Tieutenant Perl, I hand you written instrument marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit Number 11) for identification and ask you if 
you can identify ite 

A Yes, it is the written statement by Arvid Freimuth 
referred to before, and aketches made by hime 

Doss Arvid Freimuth's signature appear anywhere on the 


three pages -- sorry, on the 


Q Lieutenant Perl, do you know why Arvid Freimuth did 


sign tho statement? 





part of the written statement, that means after he had given what 


I considered the full confession, he committed suicides 
Q Was the statement. swom to? 
A Noe 
2. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence its Exhibit 

Nunber 11) for identification and requests that it be attached to 
the record and mrked Prosecution's Exhibit Number lle 

LT. COLONEL DWINELL: The usual objection that is made 
to sworn evidence will n d be made by the Defer.sae I have a 
further objection to thisparticular affer of 
statement offered is not signed and there is some testimony 
in tho record that the party allegedly making the statement had 
disd by reason of having committed suicide, therefore this evidence 
must be introduced with the proper foundation or by way of dying 

2 only objection I have 

MR. EIOWIT2: May it please the Court, the offer of 
evidence is not being made as 2 dying declaration. It is being 
made as a confession of evidence which is certainly admissible 
under the weight of all the authorities. Whether it has been 
signed or not, the weight of authority is clear that a confession 
need not be signed by a confecsor in order to make the 


admissible t is evidence that slearly admissible 


overmment 


ion as the Prosecut 


rent. if 
vent, i 


(Perl - Redirect) 





MR. ELOWITZ: If the Court please, I have used the 
word ‘confession! just to describe the instrument. Either as a 
confession or a statement we submit it is clearly admissible 
in evidence. It has a bearing on the issues in the case and 
were Arvid Freimuth alive and an accused it would be clearly 


admissible, 


LAW MEMBER: In order to obviate the necessity for closing 


the Court at the present tima, the Court will ask the Prosecution 
to withdraw this statement and introduce it again after the noon 


recess, during which time th Court will discuss the statement and 


Prosecution withdraws its offer of evidence, 
a written instrument marked Proseoutionts Exhibit Nwrber 11) for 
identifications 
=. Q Tieutenant Perl, during your interrogations at ZeP. 
Number 2 at Schwabisch Hall, did you ever have occasion to interrogate 
a person by tha name of Rolf Reiser? 
Yes, sire 


Did he ever make a statement to you? 


Yes, Sire He made several oral statements and one in 


(Whereup the document was marked Prosecutio: 
Number 115 


Iieutenant Perl, I ha 





A Yes, that is the statement written and signed by 
Untersturmfushrer Reiser. 


Q Was it written and signed in your presence? 

A It was signed in my presence and I was at seadt temporarily 
present when he wrote ite 

Q Was it written and signed by the same Rolf Reiser whom 
you have just identified? 


A Yes, sire 


Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 


A Yes, sire 
Q Did you subject Rolf Reiser to cruel or hareh treatment 
in order to obtain the statement? 
A I did note 
Q Did you make any threats «@ promises to Rolf Reiser in 
order to obtain the statement? 
A No, sir. 
Was the statement sworn to? 
Yes, sirs 
Do you know who administered the oath? 
Yese I dide 
MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence its exhibit 
ked 115 for identification and requests at it be attached to 
the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number 115, 


Ife COLONEL DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence 


Prosecution is imit: ed in evidence and wil be marked 


Exhibit "P-115", 
(Whereupon the dox to, having been 


and identif wo8 received in e nce as Pr 





MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of its Exhibit Number 115 and requests 
that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecutionts Exhibit 
Number 115A. 

DEFENSE; The Defense has not had the opportunity of 
either seeing the German or English translation and is therefore 
unable to stipulate that it is a correct translations We would 
like to reserve that right. 

PRESIDENT: The Exhibit offered by the Prosecution is 


admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 


"P-115A" subject to objection by the Defense at a later date, 


based on faulty translations 

(Whereupon the document referred tows marked MP-11L5A" 
by the reporter and was received in evidence and is attached hereto 
and made a part of the record.) 

MR. FIOWITZ; Permission is requested by the Prosecution 
to read its Exhibits "P-115" and "P=115A". 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

MR. ELOWITZ (Reading): 


"TI, Untersturmfushrer ROLF ROLAND REISER was, during the 
EIFEL offensive in December 19); and January 1945, Adjutant of the 
lst Battalion, of the 1st Panzer Regiment LSSAH. This assignment 
I started on the 19th December 19h) close to 3 otsiock in the 
morning near CHENEUXe ‘Until Untersturmfuehrer FISCHER was wounded 
on 17 December 194), he was Adjutant of tho lst Battalions 
the 17th cember 19); wmtil my arrival from G ¥, Unte 
fushrer K KRAMM held the position of Adjutant 
Until h December 194, I was the platoon le 
Company the lst eg did not 


is the 14 
sr 23rd December 19lihe 
heard Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER saying at the 
command post of lst battalion, to Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE 
» ho, PEIPER ld have part of the prisoners of war shote 


3s words were either 'I am going to have part of the prisoners 


t.! or 'Of the prisoners of war I am going to ve a part 


(Reiser Statement) ae? 





"About two or three minutes after Obersturmbannfuehrer 
PEIPER made this declaration, he, or Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, 
in the presence of PEIPER, ordered Untersturmfuehrer HANS HENNECKE 
that he, HENNECKE, should pass on to Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF, that 


RUMPF should send a shooting detail for the shooting of prisoners 
of ware 


"I cannot remember any more that I, myself, had received an 
order fromObersturmbannfushrer PEIPER or Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE 
to pass on to HENNECKE the order that he too should send a shooting 
detail from his own wmpany for the shooting of these prisoners of 
ware I also do not remember to have given such an ordere 


"I was told during the oral interrogation that Untersturmfuehrer 
HENNECKE claims that I had given him such an order (to furnish a 
shooting detail from his company.) As these events happened 15 
months ago, and, as things in this offensive took place which I 
naturally attached more importance to, and therefore remain better 
in my memory, I can only repeat tmt I cannot remember any longere 
It is possible, however, that HENNECKE's claim as described above 
conforms with the factse 


"That the prisoners of war were shot I know from a renark of 
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKEe I was present a few hours after the 
above orders to shoot prisoners of war were given (it could also 
have been on the following day) Sturmbannfuehrer PORTSCHKE conversed with 
an American Major kept in confinement by use Ths name of this Major 
was MacGown or similar. I have to admit that the manner in which thie 
Mahor was treated stayed in mymmory especially because it touched me 
comically as Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbannfushrer POETSCHKE 
took care of him and troubled themselves, and talked to him as friende, 
while orders existed to have other American prisoners shote Among 
other things, I remember that this American Major inquired of PORTSCHKE 
where, the other prisoners of war could bee I myself don't speak 
Imglishe However Ican remember that this question of the American 
Major was translated by the interpreter into German and that POETSCHKE 
said in German 'These prisoners were shot but you don't tell him any- 
thinge' This conversation between the American Major and Sturmbann~ 
fuehrer PORTSCHKE took place also at the command post of the lst 
Battalion, and as I have already stated, a few ho later or the 
following day,after the issua of the order 


+ of my statement fi he shootin 


had been sdhote 


where I saw the ¢ 


(Reiser Statemer 
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which I have marked I, Noe 1 means the Churchy Noe 2 Command 
Post af the lst Battalion and of the Ist Company, 3 and |; mean 
roads which join later on leading to STOUMONT, Nos 5 is the 
road to SPAH, Noe 6 the pile of prisoners of war that had been 
shot, Nos 7 rising terrain, Noe 8 hedge with some trees, No. 9 
way to FERME VERDONT. 


"On sketch Nos II, I have showm the command post at the time 
at which the order for the shooting of prisoners of war was given 
to HENNECKEe On this drawing which I have marked Noe II, No. 1 
means command post of the lst battalion, Nos 2 means command post of the 
1st company, Noe 3 means the staircase from the cellar, Nos. l; and 5 
mean the doors, Noe 6 is a window, Noe 7 is a table at which I sat, 
Noe 8 the chair on which I saty Noe 9 the place where Untersturmfuehrer 
HENNECKE wes Nos 10 the place where Obersturmbannfuehrer PRIPER 
(Commander of the Armored Group) was, Nose 11 the place where Sturm 
bannfuehrer POETSCHKE wes, No. 12 a table Noe 13 means a sleeping 
room, Noe 1h a stoves 


" On sketch Nos TII, I have shown the command post at the time 
when Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE and the American Major carried on the 
conversation mentioned in my statement, in which the Major inquired 
about the fate of the prisoners of war. On this drawing which I 
have marked Noe III, Noe 1 means Command Post of the 1st battalion, 
Nos 2 means the Command Post of the lst Company, Noe 3 the staircase 
leading upwards, Noe |: door, Noe 5, door, Noe 6 table, Noe 7, a 
window, Noe 8, stove, Noe 9 a Sleeping place, Noe 10 table, Noe 11 
position of the American Major, Noe 12 position of Sturmbannfuehrer 
POETSCHKE, Noe 13 position of the interpreter, Noe 1) place where I 
was myself, Noe 15 other German officers or soldierse 


"T have made this statement voluntarily and of my own free will 
uninfluenced by force, threats, ar harsh treatment, or uninfluenced 
by promises of any kind. I swear to God that the facts which I 
stated in this affidavit are true and I am prepared to repsat them 
under oath before eny court of justices 


/s/ ROLF ROLAND REISER 
8S Untersturmfuehrer - 20 March 19116 


"Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 20th March 1916 
at SCHWABISCH HALL, GERMANY 


WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt, MI Witnessed in 
O=5551h9 v3 k 
Investigator-Examiner, W.C.B. USF" 
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MR. HLOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence three affidavits 


executed by the accused Roland Reiser identifying photographs of the 
accused Joachim Peiper, Erich Rumf and Hans Hennecke, and requests 


that they be attached to the record and marked Proseoution's Exhibits 
115-B, 6, and D respectively. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Om behalf of the defense there is no ob- 
jection to the picture affidavits or necessity for reading the save. 
And it is further stipulated that the photographs are those éf the 
accused Peiper, Rumpf and Hennecke, 

PRESIDENT: ‘There being no objection the exhibits offered 
Dy the prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked 
Exhibits P-115-B, C and D, respectively. 

(Whereupon the documents referred to above were received 
in evidence and marked Prosecution's Exhibits 115-B, 115=C and 115-D, 
respectively, and the same are attached hereto and made a part of 
this record, ) 

QUESTIONS BY MR. BLOWIEZ (Cont'd): 
Q Lt Perl, in the course of your interrogations at IP No. 2, 
Schwibisch Hall did you ever interrogate a person by the name of Hans 


Yes, sir. 

Did he make a statement to you? 

He made several statements. 

Did he ever make a statement—-did he ever write a statement 
dated 29 March 19467 

A He made a statement in writing at the end of March, I can't 

remember the date. 

MR, ELOWITZ: Prosecution hands the reporter a written 
statement and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 116 


for Identification. 


(Perl = Redirect) 





(Waereupon the document referred to above was marked 

Prosecution's Exhibit P-116 for Identification.) 

Q =I band you a written statement marked Proseoution's Exhibit 
P-116 for Identification and ask you if you cam identify it. 

a Yes, sir, I can, 

Qa What is it? 

a It is a statement of Hans Gruhle, in his handwriting and 
signed by hin, 

Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 

a Yes, sir. 


Q Was force, duress or threats made to Hans Grahle in order 


to obtain the statement? 

No, sir. 

Was the statement sworn to? 

Yes, sir. 

Who administered the oath? 

Captain Shumacker. 

MR. ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence its exhibit 
marked 116 for Identification and requests it be attached to the 
record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 116. 

LY COL DWINELL: The defense objects to the evidence on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit offered 
by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit 
P-116, 

(Whereupon the document referred to above having previously 
been marked and identified was received in evidence and marked Pros- 
ecution's Exhibit 116, and the same is attached hereto and made a part 
of this record.) 

MR, ELOWITZ; Prosecution offers in evidence a true and correct 
English translation of its exhibit 116 and requests it be attached to 


the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 116-A. 


(Perl - Redirect) 44 i 





DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense it is desired that 
in view of the fact that we have not had the benefit of either the 


German or English translation, and that we be given the right to 


object to it later on account of the translation. 

PRESIDENT: ‘The exhibit offered by the prosecution is admitt~ 
ed in evidence and will be marked Exhibit Pellé-A, sudject to objectéon 
by the defense at a later date based on faulty translation. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above having been marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-116-4 was received in evidence and the same 
is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

QUESTIONS BY MR. ELOWITZ (Cont'd): 

Q Lt Perl, can you identify the Hans Gruhle who wrote the 
statement you have previously identified? 

a Yes, sir; he has Mo. 19. 

MR. ELOWITZ: Permission is requested for prosecution to 
read ite exhibits 116 and 116-4, 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-116-A was read in the 
English language as follows: 


"I Hans GRUHLE, after being duly sworn make the follow 
ing statement under cath: 


"On 22nd Becember 1944, to my recollection this was the 
date, Hauptscharfuehrer PIDUN of the first battalion, came 
in the leter afternoon hours, I believe it was about 1600 or 
1700 hours, to the cellar of the regimental C.P. in LA GLINIZE, 
and inquired about the C.P, DIFFENTHAL's III./2 because he 
didn't know it. 


"I didn't ask about this mission but gave the messenger 
on duty who sat on the stairs leading to the cellar. I be~ 
lieve it was the 55 Unterscharfuehrer FROEHLICH, the order to 
show the way. 


“Whether the messenger accompanied PIDUN to the 0.P. or 
only pointed him out the 0.P, from the street only, is not 
known to me, 


"This statement consists of two pages, and was made by 


me voluntarily, uninfluenced by duress, harsh treatment, 
threats or promises of any kind. 


(Statement Gruhle) 





"I swear to God that this statement which I made here is 
true and am prepared to repeat same before any court of 


justice. ‘ 
(signed) Hans GRUELE 
29 March 1946 
"Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 29th day of March 1946, at 
Sehwabisch Hall, Ger. 


Bephael Skumacker 
Capt. Cur." 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit 116 was read an 
the German language. ) 
QUESTIONS BY MR. ELOWI TZ: 

Q Ut Perl during the course of your interrogations at IP Wo. 2 
at Schwabisch Hall did you ever interrogate a person by the name of 
Axel Rodenburg? 

Yes, sir. 

Did he make a statement to you? 

Yes, sir. 

Wes the statement oral or written? 

He made an oral statement first and then he wrote it out. 
Could you identify Axel Rodenburg if you would see him 


Yes, sir, he is present; his number is 53. 
PRESIDENT: Wo. 53 stand up—sit down, 
(Whereupon the accused wearing No. 53 did as ordered.) 


MR, ELOWITZ: Prosecution hands to the reporter a written 


statement and requests it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 117 for 


Identification. 
(Whereupon the document referred to above was marked 
Prosecution's Exhbit 117 for Identification.) 
QUESTIONS BY MR. ELOWI?T2Z: 
Q Lt Perl, I hand you a written statement marked Prosecution's 


Exhibit 117 for Identification and ask you if you can identify it? 


(Perl = Redirect) 4 
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4 Yes, sir, it is a written statement which I referred to 
vefore. It was written and signed by Axel Rodenturg. 


Q Was it written end signed by Axel Rodenburg in your 
presence? 

a Yes, sir, I was present all of the time while he wrote it, 
and so were you. 

Q Was the Axel Rodeaburg who wrote and signed that statement 
the same Axel Rodenburg that you have just identified? 

a Yes, sir. 

Q@ Mas the statement made voluntarily? 

a Yes, sir. 

Q Did you subject Rodenburg to any cruel or harsh treatment 
in order to obtain the statement? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you make any threats or promises to Rodenburg in order 
to obtain the statement? 

I did not, sir. 

Was the statement sworn to? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you know who administered the oath? 

Yes, Captain Shumacker, 

MR, ELOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence its exhibit 
marked Prosecution's ExhBbit 117 for Identification and requests that 
4t de attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhidit 117. 

Lf COL DWINELL;: The defense objects to the evidence oh the 
grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled and the exhibit offer- 
ed by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked 
Exhibit P-117. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above having been pre- 


viously marked and identified was received in evidence as Exhibit 


(Porl = Redirect) 
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P-117, and the same is attached hereto and made a part of this record.) 


MR. HLOWITZ: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
Correct English translation of its exhibit 117 and requests that it 
be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 117. 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf ef the defense there is no 
objection, 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection the exhibit offered by 
the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked exhibit 
117A, 

(Whereupon the document referred to above was received in 
evidence and marked Prosecution's Exhbbit P-117=4 and the same is 
attached hereto and made a part of this record.) 


MR. ELOWITZ: Permission is requested for prosecution to 
read its exhibits 117 and 117-4, 


PRESIDENT: Granted, 
(Whereupon Prosecution's exhibit P<117-A was read as follows: 


"In the afternoon of 22 or 23 December 1944, I shot on order an 
American prisoner of war in La Gleize, Belgium. I was, in the after. 
noon of this day, the exact hour I can't state any more, at the OP 
of the 2nd platoon (K.W.K.) of the 12th company, 3rd battalion, 2nd 
regiment, LSSAEH. 


“The OP was in a laundry room. In the same room were Oberséhar- 
fuehrer Paul Pfalter (Platoon leader of the 2nd platoon), further 
Unterscharfuehrer Anton Mortsheim, Unterscharfuehrer Richter and Unter- 
scharfuehrer Haendel or Unterscharfuchrer Haehnel. Suddenly I heard 
the yell, "Bump them off"; then I looked out of the window. 


"I then saw, near the house, which was to the side behind our 
house, three American prisoners of war walking along the wall. I 
knew they were American prisoners of war because they were American 
uniforms and all three had their arms raised to their heads. The 
Americans did not carry any weapons. They walked slowly at normal 
walking-pace. About five to eight meters behind them walked a German 
sentry as guard, The German sentry carried a wespon, either a M.P, 
or a rifle in the hand, ready to fire. 


"I, myself, have prepared a sketch of the localities and attach 
it to this statement. 


"The prisoners (on the sketch marked as 8, 9 and 10) were just 
near the door of the house as I saw then. 


"Upon the shoutings,"Bump them off", I took my American pistol 
and loaded it, by pulling the slide back quickly. I aimed at the 


Stat rc 
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prisoner who walked in the center as indicated on the sketch as number 
9. Unterscharfushrer Schwambach stood in the door and I stood at the 
breken window. Schwambach and I started to shoot about the same tine, 
Schwambach obviously fired with the M.P. at the man, who is marked om 
my sketch with number 8, The reason I assume that is because I saw 
how mumber 8 was hit and collapsed. Nobody besides me and Schwambach 
fired and I only shot at the prisoner who is marked with number 9. 

The American with number 10 om this sketch ran into the house and I 
do not know vhat happened to him later on. 


"My magazine, which was full before the shooting, I emptied on 
the American who is represented on my sketch with number 9. Right 
after one or two shots, the hit prisoner number 9 sank to his knees, 
I continued firing at him until my magazine was empty. 


"When I had emptied my magazine I saw the German sentry at the 
house corner, and as everything happened very quickly I assume that 
he had walked about 5 to & meters behind the prisoners. Immediately 
thereafter I walked to the dead, in order to investigate whether they 
were actually dead. The man shot by Schwambach had several penetra- 
tions in the head. The prisoner who I shot had one through the heart, 
and one penetration through the head, The bullet which went through 
the heart had an opening just underneath the left shoulder blade, 
the head penetration came from behind and had penetrated directly 
underneath the steel helmet. The American who was shot by me was 
most likely hit by other bullets, but I didn't pay any more attention 
to it as I only wanted to e lish the fact whether he was dead or 
whether a shot of mercy was required, Both Americans, the one marked 
with number 8, as well as the one with mumber 9, were dead. I have 
seen many dead on previous occasions and I can recognize whether some- 
body is dead or not. A mercy shot was not necessary any more. 

“Who had shouted at this occasion "bump them off" I don't kmow 
any more. I also didn't know then who had yelled. 


"I saw and mew that those three Americans were prisoners of war, 
but I shot at those or to be exact, at prisoner of war number 9, 
because several voices demanded it, and because of the general order 
relative to prisoners given us by our company commander, Hauptschar- 
fushrer Jochen Thiele. 


"The distance on my sketch from number 4 to number 9 is about 
4 to 5 meters. 


"The laundry room number 2 was only small, not longer than our 
tank, 


"I make this statement consisting of 5 pages and 1 sketch, vol- 
untarily, out of my own free will, without coercion, threats or 
promises of reward, 

(signed) Axel Rodenburg 
25 Feb 1946 
"Sworn to and subscribed 
before ue this 25th day of 
February 1946 at Schwabisch Hall,Ger. 


(signed) Raphael Shumacker 
Capt MP” 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit 117 was read in the German 


language. ) 


(Statement of Rodenburg) 
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MR. HLOWITZ: You may cross examine, 
REOROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY LT COL DWIMELL: 

Q Lt Perl, how many times did you interrogate Rolf Reiser 
with reference to Prosecution's statement P-115? 

4 dpproximately three or four tines. 

Q The one of the first interrogation did he voluntarily give 
you a written statement in his own long hand? 

I don't think so, I don't remember at least. 

Did you ask him for a statement? 

Tor a written statement, you mean? 

Tor a written statement in his own handwriting? 

I don't remember. 

Q Was the statement Prosecution's Exhibit P-115 dictated by 
you to Reiser? 

A It was dictated either directly by me to him or I dictated 
it in his presence to Untersturmfuehrer, ° 

Q I read from the statement a paragreph: (reading) 

"I was told during the oral interrogation that Unter- 
sturmfuehrer Hennecke claims that I had given him such an 
order (to furnish a shooting detail from his company)." 

Reiser didn't object to making that statement, did he? 
a No, 
Q@ Reading further in the seme paragrephi (reading) 

"As these events happened 15 months ago, and as things 
in thie offensive took plece which I naturally attached more 
importance to, and therefore remain better in my memory, I 
ean only repeat that I cannot remember any longer. It is 
possible, however, that Hennecke's claim as deecribed above 
conforms with the facts." 

He gave you that statement freely, didn't he? 


A Yes, sir. 


Q I will read the last sentence (reading): 


"It is possible, however, that Hennecke's claim as described 
above conforms with the facts." 


(Perl = Recross) 





That wasn't Hennecke's voluntary statement, was it? 
a Brerything he wrote out—you mean Hennecke? 
Q That last sentence in particular wasn't Hennecke's vol- 
untary statement was it, Reiser's--I am sorry? 
a Bwerything Reiser wrote down was his voluntary statement, 
Q Lt Perl, will you please give me a "yes" or "no" answer to 
the last question? 
MR. HLOWITZ: May it please the court, the witness is priv 
ileged to qualify an answer, and he answered in the affirmative before. 
PRESIDENT; Ask the question again, 
If COL DWIMELL: Will the stenographer please read back 
the last question? 


(Whereupon the reporter read as follows: 


Q "That last sentence in particular wasn't Hennecke's voluntary 


statement, was it, Reiser's--I am sorry?" 
a It was. 
If COL DWINELL: I have objected to the answer by the 
witness because he has qualified it. 
QUESTIONS BY LT COL DWINELL (Cont't): 
Q Ien't it a fact that Reiser very vigorously protested to 
have to write that last sentence to which I have just made reference? 
A No, sir. 
If COL DWINELL: Wo further questions. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY LT COL SUTTON: 
8 Do you recall the first time you questioned Freimth? 
A Yes, sir. 
MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the court, the statement of 
Freimath has not been offered into evidence. 
Lf COL SUTTON: The statement has not been offered in evi- 


dence but the point I propose to question him about has been gone into. 


(Perl - Recross) 
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If the court prefers, we will defer the questioning until a decision 


is made as to whether the statement will be admitted in evidence. 
LAW MEMBER; Just to keep the testimony in continuity 
Suppose you do that. 
If COL SUTTON: Yes, sir, that will be done, sir. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN MARVID: 
Q Coming back to Prosecution's Exhibit 112 relating te Theo 
Rauh, were you present when he was interrogated on the 4 4pril? 
I cannet remember the dates. 
De you recall how many times you interrogated hin? 
Yes, sir. 
How many times? 
One time 


Do you know how many times he was interrogated by anyone 


No, sir. 

PRESIDENT: How much more do you have? 

CAPTAIN NARVID: I have quite a bit sir, because I have to 
go through four exhibits. 

PRESIDENT: The court will recess until 1330 hours. 


(Whereupon the Court took a recess at 1200 hours.) 





AFTERNOON SESSION 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1330 hours 6 June 19,6.) 

PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that all 
members of the Court; all members of the Prosecution; all members of the 
Defense, with the exception of Mr. Strong, who is sick in hospital, Dr. 
Rau end Dr. Pfister, who are absent on business of the Defense; all the 
defendants, and the reporter are present, 

MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution recalls Lt. William Perl for cross 
examination. 

LT. WILLIAM R. PERL resumed the stand and testified further through 
an interpreter as follows; 

MR. ELOWITZ: Lt. Perl, you are reminded that you are still under 
oath. 

LT, PERL: Yes, sir. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Capt. Narvid): 

Q I believe you testified on cross examination this morning that 

you only examined Theo Rauh once. 


A That is right, sir. 


Q Do you recall who examined him previously? 
A 


Yes, sir. 
8 Who was it? 


A Just when I came in, he was just being interrogated 


Thon, and cor | gether with Mr. Thon. 


A 
Q © you w whe 1 continuously denied that he ever shot 
@ prisoner of war to Thon? 
11 denied it. 


these examinati 


(Perl = Reeross) 





A I kmow only of one examination, and at this only Mr. Thon and 
I were present, and after about ten minutes Mr. Thon left. 

Q For how long a period in tins did you examine him? 

A I would say these ten minutes only, because within these ten 
minutes he admitted to have shot and the continuation was only elabor~ 
ation of details. ° 

You speak German. Is that correct? 


Yes, sir. 


Yes, sir. 


And both of you telked to him continuously for that time? 


Q 
A 
Q And so does Mr. Thon? 
A 
Q 
A 


No. I remember when I came in he had already admitted to have 
been there at this target practicing -- that he saw it -- but he still 
denied that he participated in it. There was very little interrogation 
then, but about one or two minutes later already the confrontation 
started. 

Q Did you confront him with any false witnesses? 

A No. We confronted him only with eyewitnesses, and thon «= 

Q You may have a chance to explain that. Do you recall con= 
fronting him with a man by the name of Heinrich? 

I don't recall it, but it is possible. 


Now, if ch did confront him, he would have been a false 


t, the Prosecution ob jects 
the line of questioning. It is improper cross exemination. 
has never 


ceeding. 
& 





CAPT. NARVID: If it please the Court, he testified that he did not 


definitely recall whether Heinrich was present, he might have been -- 


something to that effect. In fact, as I recall, he said it was quite 
possible Heinrich was there. 
PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 
CAPT. NARVID: Will the reporter please repeat the question. 
(Whereupon the reporter read the question, es follows; 
"Q Would it refresh your recollection if I quote to you substan= 
tially what Heinrich said to Rauh?") 
(Continuing) -- in your presence: "You are an SS man. You 
formerly had the say. Now we have." 
A I should hive said this? 
Q Do you recall Heinrich making thet statement in your presence? 
A I don't recall it. 
*) After Rauh was confronted by several witmesses, di 
continue to deny? 
A No. He sdmitted his guilt then. 
Immediately? 
Within a couple of seconds or minutes. 
And do you recall, after that time, him making a statement to 
be 


were dictating, ean't write that because I didn't shoot 





Do you recall him being beaten while he had his hood on? 
No. He was not beaten in my presence. 
Q De you know if he was beaten not in your presenos? 
MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, we object to that question. 
It is improper cross examination. The witness is in no position to an- 
swer that question, obviously. 
PRESIDENT: Objection susteained. 
Q Did Siegmund ever complein to you thet he was beaten? 


No, sir. 


A 
Q Did you dictate the entire eight pages of Sigmund's statement? 
A 


Yes. I dicteted it in German. 
Q Now, had you not dictated it, do you think Siegmund would have 
written the same statement? 

MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, the Prosecution objects to 
that question. It is improper end immaterial. 

PRESIDENT: Objection sustained. 

CAPT. NARVID: That is all. 

If it please the Court, the Defense is at a very 
great disadvantege and has to cross-examine witness after he reletes 
three separate incidents. I submit that it would be feirer for us to 
cross-examine the witness after he produces or identifies each 


separately 





REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Mr. Elowitz): 


Q Lt. Perl, on cross examination you testified that when you 
dictated the statement to Rolf Reiser, you weren't sure whether you dic- 
tated the statement directly to Reiser or to a stenographer. Can you 
state with certainty what manner of dictation you used? 

A Yes, I can. In the meanwhile I looked up my notes, and in 
these I have written dowm the names of all those accused whose statements 
I dictated to a stenographer. Reiser's name is not among them, which 
means thet I dictated it all alone to him. 

MR. ELOWITZ: That is all. 

PRESIDENT: Anything further by the Defense? 

DEFENSE: Nothing further. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

Apparently none. The witmess is excused, 

ELOWITZ: Mey it please the Court, the Prosecution requests 
the witness romain on the stand until disposition is made of the offer 
of evidence this morning == the Freimuth statement. 

PRESIDENT: Very well. 

WR. ELOWITZ: At this time the Prosecution renews its offer in evi- 
dence of the written instrument marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P11); for 
Identification, requests that it be attached to the record and marked 

P-11);. 


May the Defense have t Ame bijection that wes 





(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously been marked 


end identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-11), 
end is attached to the record and made a part hereof.) 

Q Lt. Perl, you identified the statement written by Arvid Froi-~ 
muth on direct examination. I now ask you, did Arvid Freimuth make oral 
admissions to you in addition to the admissions which eppear in his write 
ten statement? 

A Yes, sir, he did, 

Were both the written and oral admissions voluntarily made? 

A Yes, sir, they were. 

MR. ELOWITZ: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true and accurate 
English trensletion of its Exhibit Pell, requests that it be atteched to 
the record, and that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit P-1llj-a. 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, the Defense has not had an oppor- 
tunity of comparing the original German and the English translation, and 
the entire matter is a complete surprise, and it is requested that an ob- 
jection be allowed later if there are inaccuracies. 

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Prosecution is admitted into 
evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-lllj<A, with reser- 


vation that the Defense may object at a later date based on translation. 
MR. ELOWITZ: Permission is requested by Prosecution to reed its 


Exhibits P-11 and Pellhea. 





to us at all. Subsequently, after a considerable period of time, we were 


given all except nine statements of the accused, and, as a matter of re- 
cord, we would like to state that we had no knowledge of this whatsoever. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, Freimuth is not an accused in 
this case. 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, as a further observation, we are 
endeavoring, as well as the Prosecution I am sure, to seek out the truth 
in this cese before the Court, and the element of surprise is not con- 
ducive for the seeking of the truth. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, wo would like to put into the 
record thet the policy laid down by the Theatre Judge Advocate, Generel 
Betts, was that the Defense would not be furnished anything that the 
Prosecution had in war crimes trials. This policy hasn't elways been 
adhered to, only ae e gesture of courtesy to the Defense, and the only 
reason that I made my original remarks was because of the offended and 
hurt tones of the Chief Defense Counsel when he spoke that he didn't have 
this copy of Freimuth's statement. 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court =- 

LAW MEMBER: I don't think the Court desires anything further. 

Will the Presecution, when it finishes reading that part of the statement 
which is the lest signed page, notify the Court, so that it may be made a 
matter of record, so the Court may know that from then on the statement is 


unsigned. You may proceed. 





UR. ELOWITZ: (Reading) 


"During the EIFEL offensive I have shot on three 
different occasions at prisoners of war or civilians, 
namely twice at prisoners of war and once at two civilians. 
The fixt time I shot at two civilians between STAVELOT and 
LA GLEIZE - about 3 kilometers behind STAVELOT, 


"The next time I shot four or five rounds with my 0.8 
pistol at two or three American prisoners of war from a 
distance of about 6 meters, 


"The third time I shot two out of a group of about 8 
American prisoners of War. 


"I state especially about these shootings the follow- 
ing: 


"I was driver in the SPW which was commanded by Rottf, 
WITTWER. Shortly behind STAVELOT we passed a house which 
was located on the righthand side of the street, and two 
civilians worked in its garden. We passed this house on 
December 18, 1944 at about noon, JI stopped the SPW and 
fired five shots with my 0,8 pistol at the two civilians who 
worked in the garden, They were at that time about 5 meters 
from my SPW. To be able to shoot I stood up from my driver's 
seat so that I reached with the upper portion of my body out 
of the SPW, 


"The two civilians were of medium age, maybe 40-45 years 
old and were about to pick up the ground with spades. As we 
stopped, both of them came running towards our SPW, apparent- 
ly to find out what we wanted. I aimed with my pistol and 
fired first two shots at the civilian who stood to the left 
as seen from me. Thereby I aimed at the heart and I saw how 
this man was hit and fell dead to the ground. Now the 
second one wanted to run away, which I concluded as he 
started to turn around, his hands extended horizontally, I 
aimed at his chest and shot and hit him on the side as I 
could see by his movements, This man still turned slowly 
around a little more showing me his back. As he was still 
standing up, yet apparently already hit and shaky, I shot 
a second shot in his back whereby I aimed at the left side 
of his back to hit the heart. Also this shot was a hit and 
this civilian fell like struck by lightning. I fired 
another shot at this man aiming at his head as he lay on the 
zround, 


"Both civilians were doubtless dead immediately. 


"The first one had reached for his heart, already 
after the first shot and while he did that I fired a second 
shot in his heart and I concluded and saw clearly from the 
manner they fell to the ground and lay there and also the 
parts of the body I hit, that both were dead, 


"Immediately after I had stopped shooting, Rottf 
WITTWER called to me, "Go on - we have no time", thereupon 
I drove on. 





"The crew of my SPW consisted at that time of the 
following people: 


Rottf KURT WITTWER (Panzer Leader) 
Sturm. OLAF JASSEN (Flack schutze II) 
" . STOCK (Flack Schutze I) 
Rottf HEINRICHS (S.D.G.) 
and I. 


"No one except I shot at this occasion. 


"To make my statement better understood I myself have 
made a drawing and attach it to this statement. 


"On this, No. 1, indicates the house on the right-hand 
side of the street (it had one story, was of bricks and 
brick-red). No. 2. indicates the garden fence, which was 
about 1 meter high and made out of wood slats, No. 3. is 
the civilian who I shot first, No. 4. is the civilian whom 
I shot right after No. 5. i the SPW. No. 6. I, myself, in 
the SPW. No. 7. is the garden. No. 8. is the arrow which 
indicates our direction we drove. 


"The first time I shot at Americen prisoners of war dur- 
ing this offensive, was in LA GLEIZE, on a wall near the 
church. This was on or about the 2lst December 1944, some 
afternoon I figure it was towards 3 o'clock. 


"At this time,we just entered LA GLEIZE. I saw stand- 
ing, at our right-hand side along the wail, about 20-25 
American prisoners of war. They all wore American uniforms, 
As far as I remember, no one wore an overcoat; they wore the 
American field jackets. All had steel helmets and held their 
hands raised up above their steel helmets, All Americans 
were unarmed, The /corner in which the American prisoners 
stood was a little'off from the direction we were heading 
for. I rode to the prisoners as I saw the prisoners and 
stopped in front of them, I didn't start the shooting at 
this occasion. However, I drove up to the prisoners with- 
out the order to do so, because I was certain they were sup- 
posed to be shot, The moment I stopped about 5 meters in 
front of the prisoners, Rottf KURT WITTWER our Panzer Com- 
mander, started to shoot into the prisoners with his M.PL 
Thereupon I drew my own 0.8 pistol and fired a whole magazine, 
8 shots, into the American prisoners of war, I started to 
shoot maybe three seconds after WITTWER, for it took that 
length of time to shift gear and pulling the hand-brakes, 
Mu istol was ready for shooting. ITTWER hadn't ven m x 
order to shoot at the prisoners r had anybody else given me 
an order to do that. However, I saw WITTY shoot and I just 
shot too." 


MR, THON: That is all. 
LAW MEMBER: Let the record show that from this point on 


the statement is unsigned. 





MR, ELOWITZ: (Continued reading) 


"I remained seated at this shooting because I had parked 
the SPW in such a position that I could shoot at the 
prisoners through the opening in front of me. 


"When I started to shoot, the majority of prisoners 
stood still up and only a few had already fallen to the 
ground, after the first shots of WITTWER, I don't know 
how many prisoners of war I killed with these 8 shots, be- 
cause also others from my SPW started to shoot right after 
me and soon thereafter everybody fram my Panzer started to 
shoot and two other SPi/'s started to shoot at the prisoners, 
I can only recall the American who stood nearest my slit 
and at whose heart I aimed my first two shots and fired. He 
was of stout strong build, wore a field jacket with a zipper 
and had a belt on, but was unarmed. I saw this man fall for- 
ward under my shots, 


"I fired the next six shots into the bunch of the other 
prisoners of war who were closely grouped together, of which 
a part were still standing up and one part lay already on 
the ground, All that happened very quick and I don't know 
any more at whom I fired these remaining six rounds, Solely 
the picture how this stout strong American standing nearest 
me collapsed after my first two shots is in my memory. 


"J have prepared two drawings for better clarification 
of these shootings which I attach to this statement. 


"The one with II indicated gives a general layout of 
the place of the shooting of these prisoners of war in LA 
GLEIZE. Number 1 on this drawing indicates the prisoners. 
No. 2. the Church, No, 3. the wall by which the prisoners 
of war stood. No. 4. is the school building which served 
as V.P, No. 5 is our SPW. No. 6. RAU's SPW. No. 7. 
direction arrow. 


"Sketch Number III shows the same scene however in a 
smaller scale. On this one No. 1. indicates the prismers, 
No. 2. the Church, No. 3. the wall. No. 4. our SPW, No. 5. 
I, myself. No. 6. WITTWER, No. 7. the prisoner at whom I 
shot first, No. 8 direction arrow, 


"This drawing (III) shows the position mf my S 
parked, a little diagonally at the farthest right side of 
the street. 


"Rau!ls 
ing as to my estimation he 
behind me. hooting at tk 
RAU!s SPW, while our SPW was still shooting. R/ 
began to shoot shortly after WITTWER had opened fire, at 
about the same time as I. 


"Approximately 50 meters before I pulled my SPW on 
the side of the road at the indicated place, several shots 
were fired some place to the right from the W behind me 
(RAU's SPW). ‘The fire was not aimed at the 
shot shortly before. I dom't know if they 
other prisoners. 





"After a stop of about altogether three minutes, 
WITTWER said "Come on, let's go" and I started off. Dur- 
ing these three minutes, with the exception of short 
intervals, there was continuous shooting into the Americans, 
with machine-guns, machine pistols, rifles and pistols. I 


myself, however, did not fire any more after my first eight 
rounds. 


"I saw from my vehicle at this place, Rottf KURT 
WITTWER shoot into the prisoners. To my estimation he 
fired about 64 rounds, a magazine has 32 rounds. I saw 
him fire quite a lot and I know for certain that he once 
reloaded, J saw Sturmann OLAF JASSEN at this place fire 
several shots into the prisoners. In my estimation there 
were about 5 shots. 


"J also heard someone else from my SPW shoot into the 
prisoners. As much as I can recollect they were shots from 
an automatic rifle, Later, the same day in the afternoon 
our Flack Schutze STOCK told me that he had also shot at the 
prisoners at the wall in LA GLETZE. I did not see STOCK 
shooting because I could only see WITTWER and JASSEN from 


my seat, HEINRICHS, SDG, did not shoot. I not only didn't 
hear it fire, I also know that he didn't have a weapon and 
he never participated in shooting. 


"The next shooting of American prisoners of war in 
which I participated was our sharpshooting at about 8 
prisoners of war, 


"On December 23rd 1944 we parked our SPW on a hill in 
the woods at the edge of LA GLEIZE. We couldn't proceed at 
that time because we had run out of gasoline, It was during 
the morning and I was over at Rottf THEO DUTSCHKE's SPW 
which was the vehicle of the company commander, While I was 
talicing to DUTSCHKE, DUTSCHKE said to me "Come on, we can 
bump off a few again." At the same time he pointed at about 
8 American prisoners of war who stood about 4,0 meters away 
near the lOth Company. Until then I hadn't noticed the 
prisoners and apparently DUTSCHKE only now also noticed them, 
as he said the above words to me. Thereupon we interrupted 
our conversation and went over to the prisoners to shoot 
them, 


nUntersch. OSWALD SIEGMUND already at about 5 meters 
distance called to us as we came closer to the prisoners, 
"Faster, dontt you want to participate?" 


Now several me of the LOth Company sked two other 
men of the 10th y "What should we do with them?" 
whereupon one of the two men who were ed answered "You 
can do with them what you want to" These two men of the 
10th Company who had thusly asked, had apparently taken 
these prisoners. 


"at that time the prisoners stood lined up facing us 
with their backs against the sloping terrain. They all wore 
American uniforms and again all had the steel helmet on. 

All held their hands about their heads and all were unarmed. 





Rottf THEO DUTSCHKE without an order being given was the 
first one to lift his rifle to aim at the prisoners. At 
this instance, Rottf HEINZ SCHWARZ, llth Company, 1st 
Platoon called "Wait a moment, let's do a little sharp- 
shooting." 


"To this proposal we started the sharpshooting at the 
Americans by bumping off one after the other and by each 
one of us shooting at’ the prisoner we had placed ns in 
front of. 


We stood in a row opposite the prismers looking from 
the left to the right we stood as follows; Rottf THEO 
DUSCHKE with a rifle, I 0,8 pistol, Untersch OSWALD SIEGMUND, 
pistol, Rottf HEINZ SCHWARZ, M.Pi." + 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the inter- 


preter.) 





QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (MR. ELOWITZ) 

Q Lite Perl, I hand you a statement which has been identified 
as the statement of Arvid Freimth and direct your attention -- that is 
Prosecution Exhibit P<1l), and direct your attention to the four 
sketches attached there to and ask you whose signature appears there 
on, if any? 

A It is Arvid Freimth's signature and he signed it in my 
presence. 

Q I direct your attention to the last paragraph of Freimth's 
statement which is Prosecution Exhibit Pell; and ask you whether 
Freimth stated to you orally the names of other perpetrators in the 
so called target practice shooting, other than the names he had written? 

A Yes. He continued telling me who was in the firing line 
next' to Heinz S,hwartz,. 


Can you recall the names? 


Q 
A Yes, 1 can, 
Q 


State them? 

A To the right of Schwartz, according to Freimth, was 
Theo Rauh. 

Q Do you know whether the Theo Ranh referred to by Freinmth 
is the accused in this trial? 

De 

Q Will you turn to your left and identify Theo Rauh? 

> is wearir mber Li7e 
y it please the Court, we would like 

to interpose an objection as to this testitiony, and to the testimony 
of a deceased party in this matter as to the identity of people. 
We have absolutely no grounds to combat the evidence which they might 


testify toe 


(Perl-redirect ) 





MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, the witness has 
been testifying to a conversation that he personally had, He is 
subject to cross examination as to any part of the conversation that 
he has testified about. I am laying a predicate for a more certain 
identity of Theo Rauh who was mentioned by the deceased to the witness, 

CAPT, NARVID: Since it involves a man in which I am 


personally interested -- not personally but since I represent him 


I want to add this, in addition to the above, this is not being 


submitted as a dying declaration nor is it an admission against interest 
and therefore there is no basis for its admission into evidence. 

LAW MEMBER: By the Court: Was this conversation you 
had in the presence of any of the accused? 

THE WITNESS: No, sir. 

LAW MEMBER: Very well. 

: The objection is sustained. 

MR. ELOWITZ: Do I understand the objection is sustained 
for any of the conversation between the deceased and the witness or just 
the matter of the identification of the other accused? 

LAW MEMBER: Any conversation between the deceased and 

ss not in the presence of any of the accused, That i 


ear rule of evidence. 


now what Company Arvi 


o the 11th Com 





Q Do you know what Company, Theo Rauh, the accused belonged 


Yes. To the same Company, 
MR. ELOWITZ: You may examine, 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (LT, COL. SUTTON) 
Q Lt. Perl, how many times did you question Freimith? 
A Several times, I don't recall the exact number. 
Q I believe you testified previously —~ perhaps I can put 
the question, when was the first time you questioned him? 
A I would say it was about Jamary 196. 


What time in January did that take place? 


Q 
A I can't say that but probably in the early part. 
Q 


Do you recall who was present at that questioning? 
A No, I do not. 
Q If I should mention the name of Fritz Rau, could yo tell 
me whether he was there or not? 
A This was not the first interrogation, this was not in 
January 


out ona fi 


first one? 


have been at the first interr 


do not recall definitely whether he was 





What date was the second interrogation? 
Whose interrogation? 
The second interrogation by you of Freimth? 
It was one or two months later, I can't state the exact 
date. It was after Stock had pointed his hands at Freimth. 
Q Could that second examination have been on the 12th of 
January? 
A It might have been but I believe it was later. 


Q Doe you recall interrogating Freimth in the early days 


of March? 


A I am sorry, I cannot recall the dates. 


Q Lt., you have testified that you questioned him in the 
first of January and then again about two months later. 
A I believe that the confrontation with Stock and Fritz 
Rau and the confession took place sometime in March. 
Q Now, in addition to Stock and Fritz Rau, there were two 
people there dressed as Belgians, were there not? 
PROSECUTION: Will you please designate Fritz Rau or 
Theo Rauh in your examination? 
LT, COL. SUTTON: That is Fritz Rav If the Court please 


it might be well to correct the record further 


t ve +t words 
re > e e words 


"Theo Rauh" were used before on the other side. 


Q At a later interrogation, when Freimmth and Stock were 
present, is it not a fact that two men, appearing as Belgians, were 


present? 


(Perl-recrogs) 
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A Not when I was present. 

Q Was there anyone there that represented themselves to 
be Americans? 

A I do not exactly understand your question. 

Q In addition to yourself and those already mamed, was 
there anyone else present who could have appeared to be Belgians? 


A Not as to my knowledges 


Q Do you recall turning to Mr. Thon and saying, "Mr. Chief 


Prosecutér, if I were you I would turn Freimth over to the Belgians"? 

A I don't remember but it is possible that I said something 
like that. 

Q Now, at that time, didn't two people dressed as Belgians 
come into the cell? 

A I don't remember it. 

Q Did you hear Mr, Thon yelling to Fyeimuth to keep his 
mouth, Freimth's mouth shut? 

A I might have heard but I don't remember it. 

Q Do you recall hearing Freimith moaning and groaning? 

A No. 

Q Do you recall that Freimth was beaten before that 
interrogation? 

No, sire 


Do you recall threatening to turn Freimth over to the 


I don't rem 
You have mentioned two interrogations, the first in Jamary 


and the second in March, when was the next interrogation? 


A Right after having been confronted with Stock and Fyitz Rau 


e confessed. 





Q After these questions has your memory been refreshed 
sufficiently to give the date of that interrogation? 

A I can't give the date but it mst have been one or two 
days before this statement was made, before the written statement was 
made» 

Q Of your own knowledge, do you know whether anyone else 
questioned Freimth besides yourself and Mr. Thon? 

A I don't know, from Jamary up to March he was neglected, 
he was not interesting. 

Q What date was this alleged confession which has been 
admitted in evidence, made? 

A The day before he committed suicide. 

Q At what time and what date did he commit suicide? 

A I don't know by heart. I have it in my notes. 

LT, COL. SUTTON: With the permission of the Court, may 


the witness refresh his memory by referring to his notes? 


PRESIDENT: “e may. 


THE WITNESS: (Referring to notes) On the 6th of Marche 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (LT. COL. SUTTON) 
Q Now, on the 6th of March when you interrogated him, who 
else was there? 
Qn the 6th of March I was all dbne,. 
Were you alone the entire time 
he 6th of Ma 


ou know whether or not anyone else entered tha 


Somebody might have entered and left right away. 
What time did you go into the cell on the 6th of March? 


I couldn't recall this. 


(Perl-recross ) 





Do you recall how long you stayed in the cell? 

A Yes. I stayed until approximately 6 @'clock in the 
afternoon because — I know this because I interrupted dictating the 
statement in the evening. 

Q Did you dictate it direct to Freimth? 

A Yes. From my notes. 

Q Could you give us an estimate of how mich time it would 
take, in view of the length of that statement? 

A I believe I started right after lunch. 

Q Did you leave the cell at any time between when you 
entered and started the interrogation and when you concluded as you say, 
at six o'clock? 

A Yes, I did, 

Q How many times did you leave? 

A I don't know how often but I remember that 1 had somebody 
on the same day, in the afternoon, to interrogate and then I was 


sorry I didn't finish Freimth? 


Q Do you know whether anyone went into the cell while you 


were out? 
No, sir, I cannot know that. 
Getting back to the first interrogcati on, what was his 
pearance? 
n January? 
correct. 
Nothing extra ordinary, He was stout with brow hair, 
“id he appear to be in a good physical condition? 
I don't recall that,sir. 
Can you recall his condition on the 6th of March? 


He was very worried, but more I couldn't recall it. 


(Perl-recross ) 
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Q Did you observe whether he continued writing after you 
left or not? 

A I know that he finished part of this firing line, the last 
paragraph was written when I was not present and it was not dictated by 
mee I told him, "Now, write the firing line" and then I left. 

Q Was anyone else in the cell during the afternoon of the 
6th, except yourself and Freimth? 

MR. ELOWITZ: May it please the Court, the witness has 


answered that question previously. Object to the question, The 


witness has stated previously that he didn't know. 


LT. COL. SUTTON: Strike the question. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (LT. COL. SUTTON) 
Q Did you hear Freimth say this: "One drew a perjury from 
me. I cannot go on living", shortly after you left the cell? 
A No. Although he hadn't given any oath until then. 
Q Was this the regualar interrogation cell that you 
questioned him in? 
Yes. 


Did yo bring him from another cell to the interrogation 
Was he brought from another 
cell where you interrogated him? 


ou know what 


I can't remembers 


sourt will recess at 


2 witnesswas excised and the C 


14if 





(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.) 


PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that all 
members of the Court; all members of the Prosecution; ell members of the 
Defense, with the exception of Mr. Strong, who is sick in the hospital, 
and Mr. Walters, Dr. Rau end Dr. Pfister, who are absent on businoss of 
the Defense; all of the defendants, and the reporter are present. 

If the Court plesse, there is an interpreter to be sworn. 

(Whereupon Charles Fields, # United Sta civilian, wes sworn as 
an interpreter.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution recalls Mr. Morris Elowitz. 

MORRIS ELOWITZ, recalled as a witmess for the Prosecution, testified 
further through an i rpreter as follows; 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
ONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker); 
ir. Elowitz, you are reminded you are still under oath. 
Sir. 

Q During your interrogations at IP No. 2, Sclwaebisch Hall, did 
you have occasion to intsrrogate one Rudolf Schwamb ? 
Would you know Schwambech if you saw him again? 
Yes. 


at the accused on your left and state whethor or 





It is the written and signed statement of Rudolf Schwsmbach. 
Was that statement written in your presence? 

Yes. 

Was the statement made voluntarily? 

Yes. 

Did you employ eny force or threets to obtain that statement? 
No. 


meke any promises to obtain the statement? 


statement sworn to? 
Yes. 
Who administered the oath? 
Lt. Perl. 


Is that statement signed by the seme Rudolf Schwambech you have 


just ident ed as weering no. 56? 


A Yes. 

2APT. SHUMAC! The Prosec n offers in evidence its exhibit 
marked P-118 for Identification, requests that it be attached to the re- 
cord and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-118. 

LT. COL. DYTNELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on the 
grounds previou 


PRESIDENT 





PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibit No. P-118=A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked and received in 
evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-116=A and is attached to the record 


and made a part hereof.) 


CAPT, SHUMACKER: The Prosecution requests permission to read its 


Exhibits P-115 and P-118=A. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P-118-A was read to the Court, as 
follows:) 


"I, Rudolf SCHWAMBACH, SS Unterscherfuehrer, after being 
duly sworn, make the following statements under oath: 


"In December 19)); at the time of the BIFEL offensive, I 
was a member of the 1st platoon (KWK (T.N.: guns mounted on 
truck) of the 12th Company, 3rd (Armored) Battalion, 2nd Pan- 
zer Grenadier Regiment 'LSSAH'. 


"My platoon leader was Oberscharfuehrer PFALZER. My 
company commander was Hauptscharfuehrer Jochen THIELE. I was 
@ gun commander of ea K.W.K. SPY. Late in the evening of 15 
December 19));, I cannot recall the exact time, Hauptschar= 
fuehrer THIELF assembled the company and gave a short speech. 
I do not remember any more everything he talked aboys, but I 
remember that he said that in the offensive whieh was to begin 
the next day, we should shoot down everything. That we shall 
ruthlessly proceed under all circumstances and that no prison- 
ors of war will be teken. I now knew from the speech of 
Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE that I could shoot down prisoners of 
war without having to fear punishment from my superior officers. 


"In the afternoon of 
xact time any mors 
at LA GLEIZE s a , 
ared a sketch which shows the 
the 


afuehrer {now 


my platoon. 





carry arms and I do not remember any more if at that time 
they had folded their hands behind their necks or over ther 
helmets. But I do remember that at that time they were pri- 
sSoners of war because they had their hands raised and were 
unarmed. I heard some shouts, 'Bump them off.' At once I 
brought my machine pistol into firing position, aimed at the 
prigoner who is indicated on my sketch as number 2, and de- 
livered one or two bursts of fire. At the same time I noticed 
that also Sturmmann WEISS, who was standing on my right, de- 
livered one or two bursts of fire with his machine pistol at 
the prisoners. Though I do not know at which prisoner he shot. 


"Rottenfuehrer RODENBURG, who was at the window of the 
house, shot with his pistol. I do not remember any more how 
many shots RODENBURG fired. I saw the bullets of my machine 
pistol hit the Americen at whom I head aimed, into the head and 
into the chest. I saw the American whom I had hit and also 
the prisoner of war indicated by number 1 plunge to the ground. 
The American prisoner of war indicated on my sketch with num- 
ber 3 ran into the house, and T do not know what happened with 
him any further. I did not walk over to examine the prisoner 
whom I had shot, as I took it for granted that he was dead. 
But I passed him within 2 to 3 meters and in the manner in 
which he was lying, I took it for granted that he was derd. 
The prisoner of war indicated on my sketch with number 1 also 
was lying in such a position on the ground that I also took 
it for granted that he was dead. 


"While we were shooting at the prisoners of war in the 
manner I have just described, I saw the German guard turn 
around the corner of the house. I estimate thet he was about 
8 meters behind the prisoner of war. When we started with the 
shooting I did not see the guard. I estimate the distance 
between the place where I was standing and the place where the 
prisoners of war were at the time I shot at about 12 m. 


"Tl make this statement, consisting of 5 pages and one 
sketch voluntarily without coercion, threats, or promise of 
reward, TI swear before God that the statements in this depo- 
sition are true. 


(Whereupon the 


. SHUMACKE 





of the accused Rodenburg, requests that it be attached to the record and 
marked Prosecution Exhibit No, P=118=B. 
DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection to the 


picture affidavit or necessity for reading the same, and it is further 


stipulated that the photograph is that of the accused Rodenburg. 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit 
No. P-118=B. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked and received in evi-= 
dence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-118=B and is attached to the record 
and made a part hereof.) 

Q Mr. Elowitz, did you have occasion, at IP No. 2, to interro- 
gate one Guenther Weis? 

A Yes. 

Would you know Guenther Weis if you saw him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Is he among the accused present? 

A Yes, he is, and he is wearing no. 71. 

PRESIDENT: No. 71, stand up. -- Sit down. 

Did Guenther Weis, whom you have just identifi 


statement to you? 


it be marked Exhibit P-119 for Identific 
(Whereupon the document referred to 


No. P-119 for Iden y the reporte 





A It is the written end signed statement of Guenther Weis. 


Q Is that the same Guenther Weis you have just identified as 


wearing no. 71? 
A Yes. 
Q Was thet statement made voluntarily? 
A Yes, 
Q Did you employ any force or cruel or harsh treatment to obtain 
statement? 
Noe 


you make any promises to obtain the statement? 


the stetement sworn to? 
Yes. 


administered the oath? 


CAPT. SHU KER: The Frosecution offers in evidence its ex 
marked P=119 for Identification, requests that it be attached to the re- 
cord and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-119. 

Lt. DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on the 


grounds previously stated. 


PRESI : The objection is « seas. “Bhs Oahibst offered ty 





Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibit No. Pell9«A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked end received in evi- 
dence as Prosecution Exhibit No. Pell9-A and is attached to the record 
and. made a part hereof.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution requests permission to read its 
exhibits P-119 and Pell A, 


PRESIDENT: Granted. 


(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. P-119-A was read to the Court, as 


follows: ) 


"I, Sturmmenn Guenther WEIS, being duly sworn make the 
following statement under oath; 


"In December 19));, at the time of the BIFEL offensive, 
I was ® member of the 2nd pletoon, 12th company, III bat- 
talion, @nd SS Pz Grenadier Regiment, LSSAH. 


"I was gun commender of a KWK-SPW (self prop 
) 


te). 


"My platoon leader was Oberscharfuehrer PFALZER. 
company commander was Hauptscharfuehrer 


"On 22 December 19))), my platoon was in LA GLEIZE. In 
the afternoon we received heavy artillery fire and between 
3 to ) o'clock in the afternoon I shot at an American prisoner 
of war. I have prepared a sketch and attached it hereto, It 
hows the spot where I stood e the American prisoners of 
war walked when tho shooting took place. I stood at the spot 
indicated by number }; on my sketch and Oberscharf rer VOCT, 
company troc P et spot indicated by number 


noticed three foan 


aed 
behind the 


rward exactly as a 


hit him. The pri- 
centrated my entire atte 


walked aro 





at this place and I saw none of the American prisoners of 
war lying at the place where they were when I shot at one 
of them. I recall that other German soldiers shot at the 
American prisoners of war at the time I shot at the American 
prisoner of war, but I now don't recall any more who those 
soldiers were or where they stood. The only one whom I re+ 
call with certeinty is Oberscharfuehrer VOGT who stood near-~ 
by as I described before, but he didn't shoot. It is 
possible, but I am not sure that he wes one of them who 
shouted 'Here they come, bump them off’. I don't recall if 
Uscha. Rudolf SCHWAMBACH or Rttf Axel RODENBURG stood nearby 
and also shot at the prisoners of war, but it is possible 
that they shot. Toeday I don't recall too clear any more 
the exact incidents of this shooting as I heve described it 
because I was seriously wounded at Christmas time and was 
then taken prisoner. 


"I estimate the distance at about 3 meters between the 
two spots where I stood when I shot at the prisoners and the 
spot where the prisoners of war walked. 


"T make this statement consisting of three pages and one 
sketch voluntarily without force, threats or promises of re- 
ward. 


GUENTHER WEIS 
12 April 1916 


"Sworn to end subscribed before me this 12th day 
1946 at Schwabisch Hall, Ger. 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
CAPT cup" 


(Whereupon the statement was reed in German by Mr. Thon.) 





DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense does not desire to cross ex- 


amine the witness at this time, 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the court? Apparently none, 
The witness is excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was escused and resumed his seat.) 

PROSECUTION: It is stipulated by and between the accused, 
Defense Counsel, and the Prosecution, that Prosecution's Exhibits 
P-4-B, P-4-C, affidavit of Dietrich, carried pictures of the accused 
Peiper and Praises; that the Prosecution's Exhibits P-7-B and P-7-C, 
affidavit of the accused Peiper, carried pictures of the accused 
Preiss and Dietrich; that the Prosecution's Exhibits P-8-B and P-8-C, 
affidavit of the accused Kraemer, carries pictures of the accused 
Dietrich and Preiss; that Prosecution's Exhibit P-9-B, affidavit of 
the accused Dietrich, carries a picture of the accused Preiss; that 
Prosecution's Exhibits P-ll-B, P-l1-C, P-l1-D, P-1l1-E, P-ll1-F, and 
P-11-G, affidavits of the accused Peiper, carry pictures of the ac- 
cused Sickel, Preiss, Dietrich, Knittel, Diefenthal and Gruhle, re- 
spectively. Thet Prosecution's Exhibit P-13-B, affidavit of the ac- 
cused Fischer, carries a picture of the accused Gruhle; that Prosecu- 
tion's Exhibits P-14-B, P-l4-c, P-l4-D, P-l4-E, affidavits of the ac- 
cused Hennecke, cé pictures of the accused Peif Grub Junker, 


rosecution's 


Mutually agreed. 
Prosecution calls its next witness Rudi 


will. present the next phass of the Prose- 





6—6=MDH-2 
sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY CAPT, -SHUMACKER 


Q What deiyous name? 
A Hoppe. 
Q What is your first name? 
A Rudi, 
Q What grade or rank did you hold during December 1944 and 
January 1915? 
Sturmann, 
What company were you in at that time? 
9th Panzer Pioneer Company, LSSAH, lst Panzer Regiment, 
Are you now a prisoner of war? 
Yes. 
Did you participate in the Eifel offensive? 
Yes. 
Who was your company commander? 
lst Lt. Rumpf, 
Who was your platoon leader? 
Untier sturmfuehrer 2nd Lt. Hering, 


you remember where you were cn 


that country i 

In the area of Bastogne, 
Is that in Belgium? 

Yes. 


did you arrive i 





request that it be marked Proecution's Exhibit P=120 for identifi-+ 


cation, 


(Whereupon the document referred to above was marked 


Prosecution's Exhibit P-120 for Identification, ) 
QUESTIONS BY CAPT. . SHUMACKER: 

Q T hand you this paper which has been marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit No, P=120 for Identification, and ask you to tell me what it 
is, if you know, 

A That is the town and the road towards Iutre Bois, 

2 Who drew it? 

A I did, myself, 

Q What is shown on the drawing by a rectangle with the mumeral 
1 beside it? 

A This rectangle and the numeral 1 (one), that means the 
road that passed at the house, 

Where did you stay when you were in Lutre Bois? 

In the house, 

Is that the same house you have shown on here with this rec- 

und numeral 1 (one )? 

Yes, 

CAPT, “SHUMA 3 fhe Prosecution offers in evidence Prose- 
cution's Exhibit marked R120 for Identificati reques nat it be 
attached to the record and marked 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: 


involves, and w 
PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 

by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked P-120, 
(Whereupon the document referred to above having previously 


evidence as Pr 





CAPT. QHUMACKER: Referring again to Prosecution's Exhibit 


which was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit No, 120, I 


will ask you what is meaht by the section shown on that drawing with 


diagonal lines and the numeral 4 (four)? 

A No. 4 is marked as the village of Lutre Bois, 

Q What is meant by the square, the two squares and the num 
eral 3 (three)? 

A No, 3 is when we had gotten into position and those are 
two shot--two knocked out tanks, 

And what is meant by the two symbols with the numeral 2 

beside one of then? 

Those are the two knocked out SPVWi's of my company, 

Q Did you make a smaller road shown on Prosecution's Exhibit 
No. P~120 leading from lutre Bois? «Do you know where that road goes 
to? 

No, I don't know that town, 

Q Do you know where this road leads to? 
A This street goes into another village but I don't know 
the village. 

CAPT. .SHUMACKER: We will be referring further to this ex- 
hibit, if the Court please, 

QUESTIONS BY CAPT. SHUMACKER: 

Prosecution hands the reporter a written instrument and 
requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit No, P-121 for iden- 
tification, 

(Whereupon the document referred to above was marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-121 for Identification,) 

QUESTIONS BY CAPT. SHUMACKER: 
Q I hand you a drawing marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-121 
for Identification and ask you to state what that is, if you ktiow, 
A That is the apartment which I was in, 


(Hoppe - Direct) 
£936 





Q Is that a floor plan of the house which is show by the 


rectangle on the drawing you just had in your hand, Prosacution's 
Exhibit P-1207 


A Yes, 
Q Who drew this floor plan of the house? 
I did, myself. 
Where were you on the morning of 31 December, 1944? 
A In this room in this house here, 
Q Now three rooms appear to be shown on Prosecution's Exhibit 
No, P-121, numbered with Roman numerals I, II, and III; can you tell 
the Court the type rooms they were? What they were used for? 
A Yes, No, I was the living room, No, II the kitchen, and 
No, III was a store room, 
Q I show you our Prosecution's Exhibit No, P-121 in your 
handjwith the letter "B" in the upper right hand corner, where would 
the street be with respect to that house? 


A It is over here, Down here, 


Q With respect to the opening show and the numeral I in 


that opening, where is the street? 

LT. COL. DWINNEL: One moment, please, I believe this map has 
some probative value but I think counsel should wait until the map 
goes into evidence before he testifies in detail about the circum 
stances at the particular spet represented on the diagram of the map, 

CAPT, .SHUMACKER: I will be glad to do it, but I think it 
is proper for the witness to prove to the Court that he knows what 
the map is before I offer it in evidence, That is what I am trying 
to do, 

PRESIDENT: Over ruled, 

QUESTIONS BY CAPT, SHUMACKER: 

Q As you hold Prosecution's Exhibit P-121 in your hand, with 

the letter "BY" in the upper right hand cerner, is thé street at the 


(Hoppe - Direct) 4 
st se 





is the street at the top of the page, at the bottom of the page, on 
the right hand side or the left hand side? 
A The road passes by on the top. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence the 
drawing which has been marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-121 for Iden- 
tification, requests that it be attached to the record and marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-121. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection on behalf of the defense, 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Ex- 
hibit P-121. 

(Whereupon the document referred to above, having previously 
been marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-121, and the same is attached hereto and made a part of the 
record.) 

QUESTIONS BY CAPT. SHUMACKER: 

Q Referring to Prosecution's Bxhibit marked P-121, what room 
were you in on the morning of 31 December, 1944? 

A In the first room on the right. 

Q Which number have you on the living room? No, 1, 2, or 32 

No, le 

Who else was in that room at that time? 

At that time 2nd Lt. Kuehn was in that room, 


Was anyone else in the room besides Untersturmfuehrer 


A One more officer with the rank of Captain whose name, 
ever, I don't know, and then several more members of the Waffen 5 

Q Were there any civilians in the room? 

A Yes, civilians from the whole house were in that room 

Q Were they male or female? 

A Men and wives and little children, 


(Roppe - Direct) 
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Q Did any incident take place in that room invelving any 


of the civilians and any German soldiers or officers? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you relate to the court just what happened? 

A When I received the order from the Company Headquarters 
to tell Lt. Kuehn and his men to take their positions—- 

PROSECUTION: . If the Court please, there is a correction 
there on that, Just a moment, I believe it should be to dismount 
instead of go into position, Will you check that? Have him repeat 
that part. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I think the witness 
misunderstood my question, so I will strike the question and, if it 
is agreeable to the Defense, ask him— 

DR, LEILING: I think I can help. He said absetzen’and that 
means.retreat, To disentangle oneself and retreat. That is the 
definition of absetzens 
QUESTIONS BY CAPT, SHUMACKER: 

Q While you were in this room, Room No, 1 shown on Prosecu- 
tion's Exhibit P-121, wnat took place in that room, insofar :as Un- 
tersturmfuehrer Kuehn is concerned, if anything? 

A I.had received orders from the company C.P, to tell Lt. 
Kuehn and his men for them to pull back to the village towards--to 


age behind, but, since it was very early, Lt, Kuehn preferred 


the civilians present in t I to get some water, But, since 

the main line of combat was not very far away from that house and 

since shots could yet be heard outside, the civilian stated that 

he refused to go out, because there was shooting going on. And upon 
Unt erstur ehrer Kuehn ordered him to go 


econd time, But since the Belgians in general 


4494 
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stand any German, he mst not have understood this question. and 
didn't react. at all to the last order. | Upon ‘that. Untersturmfuehrer 
Kuehn became’ somewhat angry and said egain, for him to get some 
water or else he would shoot him. After the civilian again did not 
react, Untersturmfuehrer Kuehn became angry and motioned the civil- 


dan to follow him. And Lt. Kuehn went through the door in the house 


into the kitchen with the civilian and picked up one of the SS men 


present there.. 

Q Now, Hoppe, would you know Untersturmfuehrer Kuehn if you 
saw him again? 

A Yess 

Q Will you laok at the accused on your left and state whether 
or not the Untersturmfuehrer Kuehn you have been talking about is 
anong those present? 

A Yes. Nos 3h. 

PRESIDENT: No. 34 stand up, - Sit down, 

Q Now continue with what happened after they walked into the 
kitchen? 

A Lt. Kuehn took along one of the SS men there and then 
closed the door to the house, After that time it remained quiet for 
three or four minutes, Then Lit. Kuehn came back in and he opened 
the door to the house and the first thing he said was,"Well, we have 


finished that business, We bumped him off," 


A About forty years, according to my estimate. He was wear- 
ing a moustache, 
low long did you r + this house in Lutre Bois after 
is incident ih the 


ber this incident, it 





167 
6-6-MDH=9 


ordered to go to, 


0 


Q Did you ever see this civilian with»the moustache again? 
A No, didn't see that civilian any more as long as we stayed 
there that morning, 


EAPT, SHUMACKER: Your witness, 


OROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY LT. COL. DWINNEL: 
Do you know the soldier Werner Barth? 
NO» 
Did you ever know Werner Barth at any time? 
No. 
LT. COL. DWINNEL: No further questions, 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the defense, 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPT. SHUMACKER: 

Q One other question that.has occurred to me, Referring fur- 
ther to Prosecution's Exhibit NaP-12), the floor plan of the house 
from what part of Room No, 1, did that civilian leave with Unter 
sturmfuehrer Kuehn? 

A From Room 1 and from Ri 2, a kitchen, 

Where was he in Room 1 before he went into the kitchen? 
He was sitting here 30. this stove, which I marked No, 


Is that a stove, No r is that a table? 


Anything further by the De 
LT. COL, DWINNEL: There seems to be some doubt, on advice 
that we have received from some of the German interpreters, that the 
nane Werner Barth. was not made clearly know to the witness, I won- 


question again, and have it spelled, 


é 
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PRESIDENT: Certainly, 
LT. COL. DWINNEL: Did you ever know the soldier Werner 
Barth? 


A I did know one Barth but I don't know that is him, be- 


cause he was killed in action previously. 

Q Did you know of Werner Barth at the time of the incident 
you described at the house where the civilian was killed? 

A Yes, 

Q Was he there? 

I can't remember for sure, 
LT, COL. DWINNEL: No further questions, 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Dr. Leer, 

QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER: 

Q Might I ask one question, subject to introductory further 
questions. Do you know where RUMPF was when you were in this house 
and waiting to observe this scene of the shooting? 

A Lt, Rumpf was at one time behind Lutre Bois, whose name 
I don't knows 

DR. LEER: Thank yous. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further defense questions, 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the count: Apparently none, 
The witness is excused, 

(Whereupen the witness was excused and withdrew from 


the court room.) 


(Hoppe - Recross) 





PROSECUTION: The Prosecution oails as its next witness 
Me JOSEPH KIRSCHBAUM. 

Mr JOSEPH, KIRSCHRAUM,. an American civilian was sworn and 
testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT BXAMINAT ION: 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 
Q State your name 7 

Joseph Kirschbaum. 
Were you ever in the military service of ths United States? 
Yes. 
During what period ¢ 
September 1941 until October 1945. 
What was your grade or rank while in the Arny ? 
Master Sergeant. 


What kind of work did you do ? 


4 
Q 
4 
Q 
A 
Q 
4 
Q 
4 


I worked as interrogator for the G-2 respectively the 8-2 
depending areas I was interrogating ine 
Q you a United States citizen ? 
A os sire 
Q you now employed as an American civilian by the War 
Depar tmnt ? 
A Yes sire 
Q For whom do you work now, for what branch ? 
4 I am assigned to the Mar Crims Branch, USFET, at present 
on temporary duty with War Crimes branch, Srd U.S.Army. 
Q when did you start wor n 0 Malmedy case - this case now 
on trial ? 
Between 11th and 14th February 1946. 
Was most of your work done at IP #2 Schwabisch Hail ? 
That is correct. 
Did you ever interrogate any of the accused at Sohwabisch 
2? 
4 Yes I did 


(Kirschbaum-direct) 





Dia you ever have occasion to interrogate one Werner Kuhn ? 


Would you know Werner Kuhn if you saw him again ? 


Qa 
4 = Yes I did 
Q 
4 


You 

Q Will you look at the accused seated at your left and state 
whether or not the Werner Kuhn you are talking about is among those 
present ? 

4 Yes, he is among them = among the accused and he is wear ing 
number 344 

Q Did the Werner Kuhn who is wearing number 34 make a statement 
to you during this interrogation ? 

A He did. 

PROSECUTION: (Capt SHUMACKER) The Frosecution hands the 
reporter an instrument and request that it bo marked Prosecution's 
exhibit P422 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's exhibit 
P-122 for identification by the reporter). 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: ( Capt SHUMACKER) 

Q I hane you Frosecution's Exhibit P-122 for identification 
and I ask you to identify it if you can ? 

A That is thw written statemnt of Werner Kuhn, written in 
his own handwriting and signed by him. 

Q Was this statement made voluntarily ? 

A It was. 

Q Did you employ any force, cruel or harsh treatment in order 
to obtain that statement ? 

& None 

Q Did you make any promises to Kuhn in order to obtain that 
statement 7 

A No. 

Q as thoero ever a hearing whicn has heretofore been described 


(Kirsohbaum-direct) 





in this trial as the Schnell Procedure held for Werner Kuhn ? 
4 Yes a Sohnell Procedure was held. 
Q Was this statemnt made before or after this hsaring ? 
4 The statement was made after this so called Schnell 
Procedure had taken place. 
a Do you remember when it was - was the statement made the 
same day or tho same night, or when would it be in respeot of this hearing ? 
a The statement was started on the very same day as the so 
called Schnell Procedure and it was finished the following day. 


PROSACUT ION: (CaptSHUMACKER ) The Prosecution offers in 


evidence Frosecution's Exhibit P-122 for identification and requests 


that it be attached to the record and made a part thereof and marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-122. 

DEFENSE: (Lt Col DWINEL) The Defense objects to the evidence 
on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT; The Objection is over-ruled.Ihe Exhibit offered 
by the Frosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Sxhibit 
P-122. 

(Whereupon the document referred to after having previously been marked 
and identified was received in evidence as Frosecution's Sxhibit P-122: 
is attached hereto and made a part hereof.) 

PROSECUTION: (Capt SHUMACKER ) The Prosecution offers in 
evidence as Prosscution's Sxhibit P-122-A true and correct English trans- 
lation of its exhibit P-122 and requests that it be attached to the record. 

There is no objection on behalf of the de 
being no objection, the exnibit c 
the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Sxhibit P-122-4. 
(Yhereupon the documnt referred to having previously been marked was 
admitted in evidence as Prosscution Sxhibit P-122-A% is attached to the 


record and made a part hereof.) 
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(Wheroupon Prosecution's Sxhibit P-122-A was read to the Court in 


‘4+ the Englisn language as follows: ) 
" I, 88 Untersturmfuenrer Werner Kuehn, having been duly 
sworn, make the following statement undor oath: 


During the Bifel campaign in Decomber 1944, 1 was 
attached as a platoon leader to the 3rd Platoon, 9th SS Panzer 
Pioneer Company, ist SS Fanzer Reginent,"LSSAH". My Company 
Commander was the SS Obersturmfuehrer Brich Rumf. 


When I was in the la Gleize pooket in December 1944, 1 
was reproached by my company commander, 8S Obersturmfuehrer 
Rumpf that I was soft, have shown a humane approached to my own 
people and the enemy and have not fought hard enough according 
te 8S tradition, and that I did not conduct myself as an SS 
leader. 


After we cam out of the La Gleize pocket,we rested for 

a fow days at Roth. From there we got transferred into the 
Bastogne sector. In the afternoon hours of the 30th December 1944, 
ITreached with my Sondergruppe, followed by the 9th Panzer 
Pioneer Company, the village of Lutremange. | prepared a sketch 
and attacned it to this statement. In the night tim of the same 
day, I received either froma staff officer of the battalion or 
from my company commander, SS Obersturmfushrer Rumpf - I do not 
lmow any more who it was - the order to remove with my Sonder- 
eruppe the minefield at Lutrebois as indicated with figure (1) 
on my sketch attached hereto. Un account of enemy action, I 
arrived with my Sondergruppe at position (1) onmy sketch in 
the morning hours of the 31st December 1944. After execution of 
my order I occupied with my Sondergruppe the house marked with 
number (2)on my sketch to wait there for further orders. I 
occupied the house marked number (2) on my sketch around noon tine 
on tho 31st Yecamber 1933. When I entered the house just 
mentioned, there were about 4 to 6 Belgian male civilians, about 
3 women, and 2 infants assembled in the living roome For security 
reasons and to have billets for my men at the same time, I wanted 
to get the civilians out of the house. The civilians begged me 
to be allowed to remain in the house, as it was their house. 
Thereupon I asked who did not belong to the house,whereupon the 
civilians pointed to a young man of about 25-30 years of age. 
This man wre a yollow scarf and at once aroused the suspicion 
in mp of being a spy or a partisan. Shortly after, still other 
German soldiers came inte the } e@. I ® room thers were an 

jau er, a Hauptscharfvehrer, and som: soldiers whose 


names or unit I do not know. J am sure,howver, that SS Unter- 
sturmfuehrer Kaufmann of the i present. After the 


arrival of my comrades, I lo 4 n y the remark, 
i I 4 certainly a spy 

or a partisan". About p P or me intc 

the room and said elgi civilians are sta outside wi 

are to be snott ". me of the officers or men I do not know his 

name, asked where this s going to happen,and the ansver was 

"There, somewhere below in the brook bed." Bef the mentioned 

incident took place, 1 demanded from this civilian who wore the 

yellow scarf, that he should bring a bucket io did 

not react in any w to my den 

and remained sitting 

known to ail German. 

civilians rea to be s! 


an with tk 


(Kuhn-statement) 
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perscnally, the 5elgian civilian, who wore the yellow scarf 
was led outside by a German soldier, who had heard my remark 
“This man with the yellow scarf should really also be shot". 
The same time the civilian was led out of the house by « 
German soldier, I went into the kitohen and saw both leaving 
the house. The further fate of the Belgian civilian who wore 
the yellow scarf is unknown to mee 

I make this statement consisting of 4 pages and one 


sketch voluntarily and of my own initiative,without coercion, 
threats or promises of reward. 


(signed) Werner Kuehn 
88 Untersturmfuehrer 
80 March 1946, 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
30th day of March 1946 at Schwabiech Hall, 
Ger. 
Raphael Shumacker 
Capt. CMP 
(thereupon the statement was read to the Court in the German 
language by an interpreter). 
PROSECUTION: (Capt.SHUMACKER) You may cross-examine. 
GROSS BXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (Lt Col DWINELL) 

Q Lt Perl conducted most of the interrogations of Kuhn,isn't 
that a fact 7? 

A I personally know the interrogations I conducted. I only 
know about those. 

Q Do you know whether Lt Perl interrogated Kuhn at all ? 

A It is possible, but I don't know anything about it. 

Q Were you present at the mock trial referred to in direct 
examinaticn ? 

A I did not say that I was present at the mock trial. I 
stated I was present at the Schnell procedure. It is correct that Lt 
Perl was present there. 

Q At that Schnell Procedure who else was present besides 
yourself ? 

A “here was Lt Perl, myself and several other persons whose 


names I don't renember at present. 


Q Did each person have a part to play in the supposed trial ? 


(Kir sch baum-erozs )} 





a Yes. Lt Perl played a part and I played a part. 
Q What part did 1t.Perl play ? 


A For myself I played the part of the good guy ani Lt Perl 


played the part of the bad guy. 


Q Will you explain the part played by the good man 7 and also 
the part played by the bad man 7 

A Well the bad fellow is the one who does a bit of shouting 
and the other one tries to calm him down, 

Q As a matter of fact then, the good man is the one who 
plays the part of the prosecutor isn't that a fact 7? 

A It is the first time I have ever heard of a good man as a 
prosecutors 

Q Ws the schnell procedure set up to represent e trial 
in that there was a bench and people behind the bench as the court, 
and on one side of the room is sameone as prosecution and on the other 
side of the room there is someone as defenso ? 

A I told you in the first place, that this particular 
schnell procedure on Kuhn was held in the rooms already previously 
desoribed here. 

Q During that procedure you have referred to, did Lt Perl 
have many conversations with Kuhn in your presence 7? 

A All I know is that I was keeping the bad fellow away, 

Q How long did this procedure take 7? 

A Anywhere from, I would say ,10 to 25 minutes or less. 

Q Do you know whether Lt Perl had a conversation with Kuhn 
after the procedure had concluded ? 

A You are referring to the Schnell procedure ? -= well after 
the schnell procedure I was the fellow who spoke to Werner Kuhn and no 
one else. 

Q Did you tell him there were Belgians or representatives of 
the Belgian goverment at Schwabisch Hbll ready to take him away ? 

A No sir. 


(Kirschbaum- cross) 





Q Do you know whether or not anybody told Kuhn that ? 

A IT can only testify what I told him, When I wag telling 
anything to Kuhn no one else spoke to him. 

Q You never heard anybody making that statement to Kuhn is 
that what you are trying to say ? 

A I did not hear that, 

Q I believe you stated on direct examination that no pranises 
were made to Kuhn = now isn'tit a fect that you promises Kuhn that if he 
would make a statement he would only get six months or possibly one year 
Q@s & result of that statement 7? 

A I personally never made such a promise to Kuhn, 

Q Do you know whether anyone made such a statement or pranise 
to Kuhn 7? 

A I never heard of it. 

Q Do you know ? 

PROSECUTION: (Capt Shumacker) If the court please, he has 
stated that he did not hear of it = how would he know if he did not hear 
it and did not make the statement himself ? We object . 

PRESIDENT; Objection over-ruled. 

A No sir. 

Q During your interrogation did you confront Kuhn with eny 
of the acoused ? 

A Yes he wis confronted with one of the accused, 

Was he confronted with any 

Any one else ? 

Yas he 

Yes ke was confronted with Hoppe. 

DEFENSE No furtner questions 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY PROSBOUTION; (Capt Shumacker) 


Q Is that Hoppe you referred to the German Prisoner of war 


(Kirschbaum-rediroot) 


4604 





witness who has just testified a fow minutes ago ? 
4 That is correct sir = Rudi Hoppe, 
PROSECUTION ; Nothing further 
DEFENSE: Nothing further. 
PRESIDENT: there appear to be no further questions, the 
witness is exoused, 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew). 


PRESIDENT: The court will adjourn wmtil 0830 hours tomorrow 
morning, 


(Whereupon the court adjourned at 1700 hours.) 


(Kirsohbaum-redir ect) 





Camp Dachau 
7 June 1916 


MORNING SESSION 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hourse) 

PRESIDENT: Court will come to orders 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show 
that all the members of the Court are present, all the members 
of the Prosecution are present, all the members of the Defense, 
with the exception of Mr. Strong, sick in the hospital, and Dre 
Rau absent on business of the Defense, all the defendants and 
the reporter are presente 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next witness, 
Ernest Zvenne. 

ERNEST ZVENNE, @ Belgian civilian called as a witness 
for the Prosecution was sworn and testified as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and dher proceedings 


were interpreted to the German counsel and the accuseds) 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker)s 
What is your name? 
Zvenne, Ernest. 
Where do you live? 
In Lutre Bois. 


In what country is Lutre Bois located? 


kilometerse 


you living in Lutre Bois on 31 December 19h? 


there any German soldiers in your hom on that day? 





A During the night from the 30th to 31st of Decembere 

Q I hand you a drawing which has been filed in evidence 
as Prosecutionts Exhibit "P-120" and ask you if you recognize 
what is shown on that drawing? 

A It represents the village of Lutre Bois together with 


two roads, 


Q How is the villace of Lutre Bois itself indicated on 


thet exhibit? 
A The village of Lutre Bois itself is marked on this sketch 
by diagonal lines. 
Q You mention that two roads are shown on that drawing. 
Where does the smaller road lead to? 
The smaller of the two roads leads to Lutre Manche. 
And the other of the two roads, where does it lead to? 
It leads to Bastogne. 
As you hold that drawing in your hand, with the letter 


the right upper corner, is Bastogne to the left or to the 


Bastogne is located on the left side. 

On the drawing in front of you there appears a rectangle 
with the numeral "1" beside it. What is located in that spot in 
Lutre Bois? 

A It is our 
s that drawing, Prosecutionts Exhibit Number "p-120" 


resent the roads leadin 


your home on the n : f 31 December 19));7 


How many rooms are the 


Three. 


(Zvenne = Direct) 





Q I hand you Prosscution's Exhibit Number "P-121" and 
ask you if you know what is shown on that exhibit? 
A It is a sketch of our houses 
Q In which of the three rooms shom on that exhibit were 
you during the morning hours of 31 December 194)? 
A In the room Number le 
Q Who else was in thas room at that time besides you? 
A Thsre was my mother, my two sisters, my brother~in-law, 
Marcel Colson and five children. 
Q Were there any German soldiers or officers in the room 
that morning? 
A There were German soldiars. 
Q Do you remembsr about how many? 
Approximately 10. 
How old a mm was Mercel Colson at that time? 
373 years ollde 
Was he clean shaven? 
Yes, but he wore a mustaches 
Why was Marcel Colson in your house that moming? 
Because his house had bean burnts 


Was Colson 2 neighbor and a friend of yours in Lutre 


Se 


Do you understand German? 





A B oth Marcel Colson and myself got up. Marcel Colson 
asked my brother-in-law for his overooat, whereupon the German 
gave him a kick with his foot in the posterior in order to make 


him go out more quicklye 


Q Did you and Colson leave room Number 1 at thet time? 


4 Yose 
Q What about the German soldier who had said 'roust and 
indicated that you should get up and leave? 
A He was wearing a German Army uniforme He was wearing 
2 helmet with the SS insignia on ite 
Did he leave room Nwnber 1 also or did he remain behinc 
He left room Number 1. and he followed use 
Q Where did you go from room Number 17 
A We went through the ki nm just here, indicated by 
figure Number 2 and we went through the front door in order to 
arrive on the roads 
Q Whan you left the road, which way did you go on the road 
after you left the house, on your right or on you left? 
A We took the direction to our lefte 
Q After you walked up the road did you meet or see anybody 
that you knew? 
I met my brother. 
2 Where did y meet your brother with respect to 


junction shown on Prosecution's Exhibit "P-1201"g 


A Here at 


Will you place an "X" on the road at the spot where you saw 
other after you marched up the roed? Prosecution is re 
chibits"P~120", 


(Whereupon the witness did 


(2venne = Direct) 1508 





Did you speak to your brother or did he speak to you? 
It was my brother who spoke to use 
What did he say? 
He asked us where we were going. 
What is yor brotherts name? 
Josef Zvenne. 
Q What did you answer? 


I answered, 'I don't know,! 


A 
Q From the spot that you have indicated on the road by an 


"x" on Prosecution's Exhibit "P-120" where did you g0? 
A We remained on the road, but the soldier entered a hous@s 
Q Will you indicate on Prosecution's Exhibit "P-120 the 
location the house house you have just mentioned by drawing 2 square 
and placing your initials inside the squares 
(Whereupon the witness did as directed.) 
How long was the soldier in that house? 
A few instants. 
Did he return to you and Colson? 
Yese 
Than where did he go? 
He mde us walk up a small path and then made us go into a 
meadows 
ts Walking from your h 


of Rastogne was this small path 


and 
any 


It is on the left. 
How far beyond the house where the soldiers stopped is this 
little lane yow mentioned? 
A Betwesh 10 and 15 meters, 
) 1 ar down the lane or ir is adow were yo 
Solson marched? 


(2venne = Direct) 





25 to 30 meters, 


@ Then what happened? 


A I turned around and watched, The soldier had his rifle 


to his shouldere 


(Zvenne = Direct) 





Did he shoot or not? 


Q 
A He shot, 
Q 


What happened to Colson? 

A I was turned around and I saw Colson, who was falling 
onto the ground. 

Q Did any of the shots hit you? 

A No. 

Q How close did they come? 

A One bullet passed through the pocket of my jacket. I 
was carrying a book of cigarette papers in this pocket, which 
had a hole through it, and also my sleeve had a hole in it. 

Q When you saw the shooting and saw your friend, Marcel 
Colson falling to the ground, what did you do? 

A I escaped with all possible speed. I crossed the 
Bastogne road and I took refuge in one of the houses in the 
village. 

Q Will you indicate with the letter "Y" the spot where 
Colson fell, on Prosecution Exhibit No, 120, 

(Whereupon the witness marked the ex:ibit as indicated.) 

Q Did you ever see Marcel Colson after this incident 
took place again? 

A No. 

Q Do you know what actually happened to him? 

A He was killed, It was my brother-in-law who told me 
this three days later. 

and do you know where he is buried? 
Yes. 
Where? 

A ‘In the cemetary of Lutre Bois. 


(grnest Zvenne - Direct) 





Q Was the man who ordered you and Colson to leave your 
diningroom to go into the kitchen outside the house who accom- 
panied you and who fired with this rifle the same person or 
were there different soldiers involved? 


Yes. 


A 
Q Do you mean he is the same person or not? 
A 


Yes, it was, 

Q Do you think you would recognize that German if you 
saw him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you look at the accused in the dock on your left 
and state whether or not you see him there? 

A He is there (pointing). 

Q What number is he wearing? 

Number thirty-four (34). 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Will the Court have No. 34 stand up? 

PRESIDENT: No. 34 will stand up -- sit dom. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 

Q Did you see this man that you have just identified as 
wearing No. 34, on any occasion between the 3lst of December 
1944, and this minute when you have just identified him? 

A Yes, I saw him on one occasion. Col. Ellis gave us 
permission to be present at the opening session and I recognized 
him on that occasion, 

fas that the first day of this trial? 
It was on the occasion when they numbered the accused. 

Q Do you know the name or the rank of the man you have 
just identified? 

A No, I do not. 


(Ernest Zvenne - Direct) 





Q On that day, when you were present in court when 


the accused were receiving their numbers, did anybody point 


this man out to you or indicate him as being interesting to 
you in any way? 

A No. 

Q . When this man that you have just identified as wear~ 
ing No. 34, ordered you out of your home on the morning of the 
31st of December, had you or Colson done anything that you know 
of to cause him to order you out of your home and to shoot? 

LT, COL, DWINELL: Before you translate it in French, 
I object to counsel further leading his witness. 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I asked him if 
he knew of anything he had done to cause them to be ordered out 
of his house and to provoke the shooting. I don't know how the 
question can be otherwise asked, 

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled. 

(Whereupon the last question by prosecution was read 
by the reporter and translated into French, ) 

A No. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: You may cross examine, 

Dr. Pfister, for the Defense. 
MINATION 
UESTICNS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): 

Q How long were you in the room of your house? 

there all 
me do you mean? 

Well, we were always in the house. 

I repeat my question. How long were you in the 
of your house together with the German soldiers? 

The entire night. 


Zvenne - Cross) 





Q From what time up to what time? 

A We had already been there all the time when the Germans 
arrived, 

Q On what date was this? 

A I remained in the house the entire time from the day 
on which the offensive started until the moment they made me 


leave my room, 


Q What date of December was this? 
A 


From the 25th until the 31st. 
How did you get along with the German soldiers during 
the night you were talking? 
A In a very polite manner, 


Q Did the German soldiers show consideration towards 


Yes. 
You did not understand German? 
No. 
What did the German soldier: say to you before he 
pushed you out of the room? : 
A He got up and he said: " 'raus". 
Did you understand this expression of the German 
language? 
A but it was the accompanying gesture. 
i the G 1 soldier indicate to you what was 
happen as left? 
A 
Q Did you perhaps indicate to him that you wanted to 
get some water? 
A No. 


(Ernest Zvenne - Cross) 





Q Was it the intention of your comrade Colson to do 
something of this nature? 
A No 


Q After you had left the house with your French comrade, 


who determined the direction in which you all were going to go? 


A It was the German soldier, 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I don't think 
this witness ever said Marcel Colson was a French comrade, 

DR, PFISTER: Of course, What I meant to say was a 
Belgian comrade, 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): 

Q Did combat take place in the vicinity of your house 
at the time you were walking along the road? 

A No. 

Q Did you, from the further distance, hear machine gun 
or artillery fire? 

A No. 

Q Did you turn around when the shot fell, about which 
you have testified previously? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you able to either observe or hear, before you 
turned around, any conversation between Colson and the German 
soldier? 

A There was absolutely no conversation between the 
German soldier and Marcel Colson. 

Q Were you not extraordinarily surprised, considering 
the previous polite intercourse, at the shot which so suddenly 
fell? 

Yese 
Did you at that time attempt to det rmine what the 


(Zrnest Zvenne - Cross) 





cause might have been? 
A No. 


Q This will be my last question. Please describe to 


the Court how the situation developed, as far as you were con- 


cerned, after the shot fell, 

A Just after the shot fell, I started to run away. I 
had covered about eight to ten meters when I looked around and 
I saw Marcel Colson falling heavily like a falling mass on the 
ground, 

Q Did the German soldier whom you believe to have iden- 
tified today shoot at you as well, as you were running away? 

A Yes, 

Q Was it the grazing shot which you have mentioned? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it the only shot at you? 

No, there were many others fired at me. 


Was it the same soldier with whom you had spent the 


I do not know, because I was in the course of running 


DR, PFISTER: No further questions. 

MR. WALTERS: May it please the Court, the Defense 
at this time moves to strike all that portion of the testimony 
of this witness concerning the identity of the accused on this 
ground, that during the opening day of the trial the witnesses 
had been excluded from the courtroom, and it is fundamental 
that when a witness is in the courtroom -- after the witness 
has been excluded -- he cannot testify, Particularly, this 
witness cannot testify to identification, which he could not 


have made before, because he admitted that this is the first time 


(Zrnest Zvenne - Cross 





that he had seen the accused after the shooting, and that 


testimony is improper in here. 

LAW MEMBER; Witnesses were permitted in the court- 
room until the taking of testimony. That was the privilege of 
the Court, and there is no rule which says witnesses are not 
permitted in the courtroom even now in this type of trial. This 
is not a Military Court-Martial, In addition, there is nothing 
to prevent a witness from walking in here any minute, or walking 
into the bunker and looking at the prisomers to see if he can 
identify them, That has been done regularly. Motion is over- 
ruled, 

WR. WALTERS: Would the Court listen to me one moment? 

LAW MEMBER: Yes, sure. 

MR, WALTERS: I respectfully submit that the Court is 
in error in this case, for this reason; this is an American 
criminal proceeding, and it is fundamental, I believe, that when 
witnesses are excluded and one of them comes in the courtroom he 
cannot -- particularly he cannot -- testify relative to anything 
that went on in the courtroom, I believe this would especially 
apply to such a vital cuestion as the identification of an 
accused involved in an American criminal proceeding. 

Are you through, Mr. 

Yes, sir. 

itne s were not excluded from this 
case until the beginning of testimony, and then they were 
specifically excluded by the Court. 

I don't care to argue the point, 

The motion is overruled, Mr. Walters. 


T beg your pardon. 





DEFENSE COUNSEL: Dr. Pfister wanted to ask one furthes 


question, 
CROSS §« EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DR. PFISTER: 
Q@ When the German soldier shot at you you rum away? 
a Tes. 
fo what direction 41d you look as you were running? 


I turned around several times, but I was mainly looking 


Did you move along very quickly? 

Tes. 

TR. PFISTER: Wo further questions. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Mothing further. 

GAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Wo redirect examination. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the court? 

LAW MEMBER: Ceptain Shumacker? 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Yes, sir. 

LAW MEMBER: Your last question with respect to the idem 
tification of No. 34, just before the identification of No. %4— 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Yes, sir. 

LAW MEMBER; Your question was rather long and involved 
with respect to whether or not this witness saw the same accused at 
various places. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Yes, sir. 

LAW MEMBER: Will you be good enough to again question the 
witness with respect to each individual place? 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Yes, sir. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY GAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 
Q Mr. Zvenne, you have identified one of the accused in this 


case, the man wearing No. 34? 


(Zvenne ~ Redirect) 





4 Tes. 

Q Ie he the same or was it some other German soldier who 
ordered you and Colson from your diming roca? 

4 It is the same soldier who gave the order to leave the room, 

Q Did this man whom you have identified wearing No, 34 march 
you and Colsen up the road? 

a Yes. 

Q Did the man whog you have identified as wearing Ho. 34—- 
strike that. Was the man you saw with a rifle raised to his shoulder 
shooting, the same man as you have identified wearing No, 34? 

a Tes. 

EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER: 

Q Is the accused you identified as No, 34 the same soldier 
who spent the whole previous night in your room? 

a Yes. 

Lf COL DWINNLL: May I ask one question? 
LAW MEMBER; Yes, sure. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY LT COL DWIMELL: 

Q Is the accused No, 34 an enlisted man or an officer? 

a I do not know, 

Q On the day that you have testified that some soldier lead 
you out of your dining room, was there an officer present? 

A I do not know anything about the ranks of the German Army. 

Q Can you describe the uniform of the soldier who led you 
out of your room? 

A He was wearing the uniform of the German Army and a helmet 
with the SS insignia on it. 

Lf COL DWINELL: Wo further questions. 


LAW MEMBER: Dr. Pfister. 


(Zvenne = Recross) 1920 





RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DR. PFISTER: 


Q Where was the German soldier about whom you just now testi- 


fied that he had his gun at his shoulder in relation to you at the 
time of the shooting? 

4 He was about eight or ten meters away. 

Q In front of you or behind you? 

a Behind me, 

Qg Did you repeatedly examine the distance to determine whether 
it remained the sane? 

a Ho. 

All of a sudden a shot fell, is that right? 

Yes. 

Did you turn around after the shot had fallen? 

Yes. 

Did you then begin running? 

Yes. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the court please, we object to this 
line of questinning, They have gone over it about three times now 
that he turned around when the shot was fired and then he took off. 

TR. PFISTER: I should like to tell the court that it was 
merely my object to determine the sequence in time of the single 
actions that took place. 

PRESIDENT; It is the opinion of the court that that has 
already been stated. The objection is sustained. 

TR. PFISTER: As the last question I want to ask: Did you 
turn around as you were quickly running? 

THE WITNESS: Several times, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: MNothing further from the defense. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Wo redirect examination, 


PRESIDENT: One further question by the court. 


(Zvenne ~ Recross) 





EXMCEATION BY THE COURT 
QUESTIONS BY LAV MEMERR; 


Q Ween you were in your living room was Colson wearing a 
scarf? 


a I do mot know, 


PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the court? Apparently 


there are none, The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 
the court room.) 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: This other witness will certainly take 
more than 10 minutes. Would the court like to start with hin? 
PRESIDENT: Wo; lets break off there. The court will recess 
until 1020. 


(Whereupon at 0950 hours the Court took a recess.) 


(Zvenne ~ Court) 





Tk #172-6/7-SR-1 (Whorevpon the Court reconvened at 1020 hours.) 
fls Barton 

PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court vill com to 
order. 

FROSECUTIONs If tne Court please, let the record 
snow that all the members of the Court, a11 ths members of 
the Prosecution, all the mmrbers of the Defense, with the 
exception of Mr. Strong, who is sick in the hospital, Mr. 

alters and Dr. Rau, who are absent on business of the 
accused, all the defendants, md the reporter are present. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its 


next witmess, Josef Zevenne. 


JOSEP ZEVENNE, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 


being first duly sworn, testified throuch an interpreter as 
follows: 

(Whereupon tho questions, ansyers and other proceedings 
were translated in the Frenen and German languages to the 
accused and tho German counsel.) 

DIRECT @XAMINATION 
SSTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPTAIN SHUMACKUR ): 
hat is your name? 
Zevenne, Josef. 
Are you 4 brotnmr of Ernest Zevenne wno just 


in this case? 


In Lutre 


Did you live there on 31 December 19447 


or a differ 


evenne~Di 





Tk #172-6/7-SR-2 Q On the morning of 31 December 1944 were you in 


your hom when your brother left the house? 

A No. 

Q At any time that morning was a friend of yours 
by the name of Marcei Colson in your home? 

Yes. 

How old was Colson at that tim? 

Thirty-seven and a half yoars. 

How long nad you known Colson? 

I had known him all the time. 

Had he alvays Lived in Lutre Bois? 

Yes. 

Did you see your brotner and Colson on the 
morning of 31 Decamber 1944 on the road outside of your 
house? 

A Yes. 

Q Where did you see your brother and Colson with 
respect to the road junction of the road leading to Lutre 
Manche and the one leading to Bastogne’ 

A A little in the direction of our house. 


2 any German soldiers th your brotnsr and 


Yess 
hen had they 
During the nignt. 


At what tim 





Tk #172-0/7-SR-3 have mentioned? 


4 Between eirut and nine o'clock. 
Q Did you speak to your brottr or Colson or did 
eitner of them speak to you? 
I spoke to my brother. 
‘hat did you say? 
Tasted him, "Where are you going?" 
Did he reply? 
Yes. 
that did he say? 
"We do’ not know." 
Did they continve up th road? 
Yes. 
Then where did you go or what did you do? 
I went to our house in order to fetdén som salt. 
And from your house where did you go? 
I went in order to bring tho salt in order to 
prepare food for the captain. " 
Q Are you speaking about somes German captain? 
Yes. 
Did you deliver ths salt to the house where this 


captain lived? 


as this house located with respect to 
tne road junction previously mentioned by you? 
A f is located on the left of the road towards 
astogne a snort distance to the right of the road junction. 
lone did y in the house delivering 


the salt? 


(Josef Zvenne-Direct) 





Tk #$172-0/7-SR-4 


4 Just one instant. I entered, I put down the salt 
and I left. 

Q When you came out of the house, did you see your 
brother and Colson and two German soldiers on the road? 

A No. 


What did you see or hear after you got out on the 


4A I heard som shots in the immediate vicinity. 

Q Did these shots com from the direction of the 
village, yow house, or Bastogne? 

4 They came from just a little on the left of the 
road to Bastogne. 

Q hat kind of snots were tney, if you know? 

4 It was ordinary rit'le shots. 

Q Did you seo your brotner after you heard tnese 
snots? 


A Yes. 


Did you see Colson at that time? 


No. 
hon did you next see Colson? 
On the 2nd of January. 


here did 


alive 
s dead. 


s6e9 any wounds on his 


describe tne wounds you 


had ons bullet hole in hi 
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stomacn and one bullet had creased his shoe. 

Q Where did you find nis body with respect to the 
place from whieh the sound of tne rifle snots came? 

A About fifty meters from tne point wnore I myself 
was on the lefthand side of tne road towards Bastogne. 

Q Did you see eitner one of the German soldiers 
wuo was wailing down tnd road witn yow brotner and Colson 
at any tira later tnat day? 


A Yes. 


Q Where was ne and when did you s9e him? 


4 I saw him in our houso during the day. 


Q Did you recornize him as one of the two soidiers 
wao was marcning your brotner and Colson down the road in the 
direction of Bastornet 

A Yess 

Q Did you learn wno it was that ordered your brother 


and Colson from your home? 


this information? 


ths man pointy 


Could you identify v if y 5 hair ain? 





Tk #$172-6/7-SR-5 what number is he woar ing? 


A Number 34. 

Q Will you describe your friend, Marce! Colson 
as yell as you can as he appeared on 31 Decenber 1944? 

A Marce! Colson was rather tall and thin. He 
wore a black moustache. He was wearing a brown hat, a 
browm jacket, black trousers, leather working leggings and 
heavy nail boots also used for work. 


Q Do you remember whether or not he wore a scarf 


Ido not know. 


How big is Lutre Bois? How many people live 


Approximately a hundred. 
Q @s any other civilian killed in Lutro Bois on 
31 December 1944 otner than Marco Colson? 
A No. 
Q Was there any firing going on of any kind on the 


norning of 31 Decombar 1944 between eignt and nine ofclock, 


otnmar than these rifle shots you heard? 


did you hear any 
I do not remember. 
that kind of weapons were carried by these two 


walked doym the road witha your brotnmr and 
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Q Do you remember how these two German soldiers 
yere dressed? 

A They wore the Germnan uniforn and a helmt with 
&S insienia on it. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUSSTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (Dr. Pfister): 

Q What was your position from whicn you observed 
your brother together with Monsieur Colson when they left 
with the soldiers? 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Just a minute, if the Court 
pleass. 2 object to that question on ths ground that the 
witness testified he was uot present when the two soldiers 
left with his brother and Colson. If he was not present 
when his brother and Colson left with the two soldiers, it 
is impossible for him to state what his posit ion was. 

DR. PFISTER: Iam of the opinion that I might 


be correct in asking this question, but in view of the 


fact that I micht be in error, I will withdraw the question 


because it is not important enough. I shail continue. 
fister): 


hat was your position during the conversation 


ac 
rrying water to prepare tt f the captain. 


your brother and soldiers about to leave at 





Tk $174-6/7-SR-8 brotner and Colson had left when the snots already had beon 


fired? 
A It was before. 
Q Were you looking in that direction in the instant 
the shots were fired? 
A 
No further questions. 


EFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on cross examina- 


CAPTAIN SHU tR: No redirect, sir. 
PRESIDENT: Are tnere any questions by the Court? 
Apparently none. The witness is oxcused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 
the courtroom.) 


PROSECUTION: Yrosecution recalls Lieutenant 


lst Lioutenant WILLIAY R. PERL, recalled as a witness 
for the ‘rosecution, testified further tnrougn an interpreter 
as follows: 

( hereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
vere interpreted to the rman couns9! and the accus 


Lieutenant Perl, 


cation. 
hereupon the document referred to was marked frosecution's 


Number F123 for identification by the reporter.) 





k #174-6/7-SR-9 investigating thes Malmedy case, did you ever have cause to 


interrogate one Otto "icnmann? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is he an accused in ths case now in hearing before 
this court? 

A Yes, sir, no ise 

Q Can you identify him? 

A Yes, sir, he is woaring number 73. 

PRESIDENT: Number 75, stand up. Sit down. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q During the course of your interrogation, did you 
have causa to take a statement fron Otto Wienmann? 

4 Yes, I took several statements. 

Q Werd any of thom written? 

A Two of tham were written. 

Q I hand you Prosecution's Exnibit F-123 for identi- 
fication and ask you if you can +911 whose handwriting that is 
in? 

It is a statement written and signed by Otto 


ichmann. 


n under cath’ 


Who administered 


rl-Redirect) 
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Yas this statement taken voluntarily? 
Yes, sir, it was. 
Q Did you use any duress or cosrcion to obtain 
tnis statement? 
A No, sir. 
Q Did you make any threats or promises to obtain 
tnis statement! 
A I did note 
Q Did you use any harsh, cruel or inhumane treat- 
ment to obtain this statement? 
A No, sir. 
PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evidence 


a statement marked Yrosecution's Sxnibit P-123 for identifi- 


cation, requast that it be attached to the record and marked 


Prosecution's Exnibit P-123. 
LT. COL. DYINELL: The Defense objects to the 
evidence on the grounds previously stated. 
Objection overruled. Ths exhibit 
offered in evidence is admitted in evidence and will be ~arled 
Prosecution’ s 


to, naving been previously 


PROSECUTION: secution "ers in evidence a 
true and correct Snglish transiation its Exnibit P-123 


and requests that it marked Prose 


No objection’ on 





| t% #:174-0/7-SR-11 PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the 
5] exnibit offered by ths Prosecution is admitted into evidence 
and will be marked Exnibit P=123-A. 

(Ymereupon the document referred to ws marked and 
received in evidence as Frosecution's Sxnibit Number P-123-A, 
is attacned hereto and made a part of ths record.) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution raquests permission to 

read its Exnibits P-123 and P-123-A, 

FRESIDENT: Granted. 

( hereupon Lt. Col. Sllis proceeded to read Prosecution's 
ixnibit No. P-123 as follows: ) 

"I, OTTO WICHMANN, SS Unterscharfuenrer, make the 
following statement truthfuily end write it down in my 
own handwriting. 

I was porn on Maron 1fth 1920 in USCHENWALDS 
KREIS ORTSNSRURG. I ama butcher by trade but I 
entered thes SS voluntarily already in 1938. 

I admit having shot and killed an American 
prisoner of war during the SIPSL-OFFENSIVE in the 
last two days of the year 1944 or the first four 
days of the year 1945. I did that wudor orders 
of Sturmbannfvehrar DR. SICKSL And Steandartenfvenrer 
PS IPER. 

Tool-Weapons Sergeant of thse HQ Company 


Panzer Regiment of which I was a member 
iguraticn in 194 


the able 


all only the name of 


mann EINYALT, whose f'irst name 
ALT was wounded one or t 

dent described herein, md 

mors « 


One 1 
otclock, 


abla, 
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I walked towards hin and my comrades shouted 
at m: ‘Otto, take the pistol with you.’ I replied: 
‘This ona doesn't do anybody any mores harm.e' I meant 
to say that tno Amsrican was too exnausted to be 
dangerous « 


The American nad an American steel helmet on 
and an American field jacket, whicn was of the zipper 
types below nis field jacket he nad one of the heavy 
American woolen mufflers, and he wore the browmish 
trousers of tna regular American Army uniform. I 
couldn't see wnat kind of shoes he wore as he had 
rags wrapped around his feet. Hs was unarmed and had 
obviousiy ist't tne wood in order to surrender. He 
had nis hands raised above nis head. 


The American was too weak to walk. BINFALT 
and I took nim under the shoulders and thus supporting 


him from boths ides, we led nim to the rosirental CP. 


On the way to the CP we met some members of the 
Wehrmacnt. hen they saw the exhausted rican they 
said that this is probably ths man who had shot one 
of their men the preceding days These rembers of the 
Wghrmacht said that they had captured som American 
soldier the day before. However, ons had not been 
captured but had escaped in the wood, he did not 
swrender, but on the contrary, snot one of their 
comradese These members of the Wehrmacht also 
mentioned the names and said the man whom they did not 
capture had had such a name ao a similar one. They 
did not ask the American whom I was leading for his 
name but some said that his figure was similar to the 
one who had escaped and that I shovld hend over the 
prisoner to them, as they wanted to shoot him. 


Iroeplied, tho man is a misoner of the SS and I 
am bringing him to my CPe So I did. 


Tre regimental CP w located i castle which 
s called the Castle o TIT-THIGR r t least, 
called 


I stopped before tho Kommandeur and reported tw 
him that I had a pr isoner y h+ the sam tires I 
said that had captured | 
he had come ovt of the wood 
raised. Ths Kommanduer told 
in.! 


eak of ‘Komandeur’ I mean, 


Standarten hrer F 


andeur', Standartenf 
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was meant by it. 


I them brougnt the prisoner into the room of the 
Kormendar. I had Sturmmann ZINFALT wait outsides 


After | led the Ausrican in I reported to Standart- 
enfuehrer FEIPER the remarks of the members of the 
Wehrmaeht. I am absolutely certain that I dia not 
mention the supposed name of this American who did not 
let hinself be captured by tne Wehrmacht’ 


The room was approx imately 5 steps long and 5 
steps wide. Imyseif have made a sketch of this room 
and am attaching it to this staterent. On this sketch, 
nurber 1 mans the pesition of S tandartentuehror PHIPER, 
who was sitting on a chair in front cf the tablee He 
sat at first with his back towards the door but he then 
moved his emir to the side in such a mannor that he had 
the American diagonally te his ieft and he faced Sturm- 

iL, who was sitting on the cermer of the 
couch opposite him. This way Sturmbannfwhrer SICKEL 
and Standartenfvenror PZIPER sat facing each other. The 
risoner stood more or less between the two namd officers 
Ui ventnbtentveiner FSIPSR and Sturmbannfwhrer SICKEL) 
but in such a manner that he did not impair their. vision 
of each other. 


The room was not large and thus the prisoner stood 
within reaching distance of both Steandar tenfuenr er 
FEIPER and Sturmbannfuenrer SICKSI, and mee 


The moment I had finished my report t Stendart- 
snfughrer PSIPSR about the remarks of the members of 
the Wehrracht, a Sturmbannfuehrer vhose name I did not 
kmov, remarked: ‘If he bumped off one of our mn he 
too must die. 


I cannot rerember having seen this S 4urmbannf'us hr er 
before. I was under the impression at he was a ¢wst who 
was present just by coincidence. Du » the whole scene 
described herein, the officers had coffee t ‘ore them. 


After this revark of the om Stwrmbmnfuelrer yho 

was not knom to m, Standar tenfushrer PETPER (who at t 

ti 6 still an Obersturmbannfuenrer gave some erbr to 
in Singlish. 


At this occasion I remembered frig 
er searched the wisoner for weapons 
venrsr FEIPER was looking at +} 

pocket, I felt hi looking to see 


und no weapon vhatever, 


le Standart- 
f the shirt 

weapons. 
nor any o r icious 
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The contents of tno American's shirt pocket consisted only 
of a dark brown pocketbook. 


Standartenfuenrer PETPOR scanned tnrougn tn pocketbook. 
This Sturmbannfuerer wio was not mown to ms, remarked, 'JOCHEN, 
give it to me.' JOCHEN is the first name of the Kommandeur, but i 
believe that it is written JOACHT!. 


At that Standartenfvonrer PH IPER handed the pocketbook 
to the one Sturmbannfuenrer who is not mom to m, and he had not 
taken anything out of thepocketbook, not even temporarily. On 
the other nand, I cisarly saw how tle ons Sturmbannfuehrer who was 
unknown to me, took several items out of the pocketbook but I 
couldn't see exactly what they were. Then this Sturmbmnfuenrer 
unknown to me, hended ths pocketbook to m and again I put it into 
the Averican's shirt pockete 


Now Standartenfuehror PEIPER asked the prisoner one 
short question vhich the prisoner answered. At this I saw how 
th American was endeavoring to go into 'attention' as well as 
he could. It is possible that this Sturmbannfwehrer who was not 
known to m also put a question to the prisoners In my case, 
altogether not more than two, or at the most, three questions were 
asked of him and this questioning lasted at the most, 6 to 7 
seconds. Iam certain that Sturmbannfuehrer SICKEL did not ask 
any questions. Th American was hardiy capable of speaking as he 
was too exhausted but I heard him pronouncing with a weak faltering 
voice, three to five very faintly spoken words. 


Now Sturmbannfuonrer SICKEL took the left hand of tie 
American, who during this did not leave the spot where he stoode He 
then took the right hand of the American, i felt and looked at 
both hands of the American and then he said: ‘Frostbite 3rd degree.! 


After this, nobody said anything for ome or two seconds. 
I can recall the silence distinctly. I interrupted the silence 
by asking, ‘Should I bring him up’' By this I mant th aid 
station, which was located on the next floors 


At my question there was again silence in the room for 
one or seconds -- it mignt have been three. I romember tie 
silence distinctlye It was quiet outside too. I remember it so 
distinctly because | immediately « from the glances 
between Sturmbamfvehrer § IC¥ andartenfueshrer Pi 
what was being decided here. 

Then aft otioned 
with his thumb to m sai a” s harry i u voice, ‘Get 

I 9 out and mp h > 44 this tine, Standartenfuenrer 
PEIFER and Sturmbamfushrer SICKEL were seated opposite « 

other. Stur shrer SICKSL said thase last words in sucha 
loud voice that th could have been heard even in a room much 
larger than the one in which we wre at this time. 


Standartenfuehrer PEIPER, wn At t any doubt had 
heard this order of Sturmbannfuehrer SICKHL, silently 


, at by 
and didn't comment on this order 


Apter that 


ZINFALT again, wi 
waiting thsre me Hs asked ne what the Commander ordered 
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and I answered, he ordered to bump the prisoner off. I still 
remember that I mst Oberscnarfuenrer Otto BECKER, wno was the 
Panzer Driver of the Kommandeur, in front of the house. 
BECKER also asked me wnat the Kommandeur had ordered and I 
told him that the Kommandeur had ordered me to bump him off. 

I then went into the nearby chapel in whicn as fer as 1 can 
remember, tn» communication platoon was laying and I borrowed 
a pistol. It was an 08 pistol whicn had a caliber of 9 milli- 
meters. I myself made a sletch of the locality and an attaching 
it to this, my statement. On this sketch, number 1 means the 
CP with the room of the Kommandeur inthe left lower corner. 


Number 2 is the chapel in whion I borrowed the pistol. 


Number 3 is thes stable in which I was working when I 
na iced the American. 


Number 4 is a sandy siope, steeply slopine tovards the 
rad. 


Number 5 is the spot where the American soldier vas 

Number 5 is a so-called Sanua Bath, which is a steam 
bathand which was erected temporarily by use 

Number 7 is a wooden shed. 

I led the prisoner along the road accompanied by Sturm- 
mann SINVALT. A; the road fork indicated on my sketch I took 


the right fork whien leads uphill. 


The American could only walk a few steps at a time; then 
we had to support him as he could not continue. 


When we came near the spot on ths road wnich in my 
sketch is marked number 5, I turned to the rignt into the wood. 


Up to this point we had been leading the Americane 


there I had him go to t ood in front of us. 


% did not re h the wood, only u edge of 


roximately if ) away from the road. 


few meters into tne field and then I 
sapon int osition end then st 


The American ediately feil forward. At that point 
I went to him t see whethsr he was already dead and to mak 
certain of it. Iestablished that he was already dead. 
had two bullet holes in the left 
alow the sho Tha tywe 
to 4 centi 8 away from each 
the heart. 


i both had 
f take anythin y from the 
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we were going to the spot where tne American was snot I 
took the pockstbook out of nis snirt pocket and looked 
througn it. At this time he had no money with him. I 
cannot say whether tnero was also money amongst those items 
which this Sturmbannfvenrer wno is unknown to ms had taken 
out of the pocketbook. 


When I was searching the pocketbook I found in it 
only some photographs. I remember that ono of them showed 
a little isolated house and another one, an elderly woman. 
I then returned this pocketbook to the shirt pocket of the 
American. 


The name of the Amsrican is not knoym to m, nor 
did I know it at any time. 


As I have here been asked whether the name of the 
man was SEIFERT and whether I asked nim whether this was 
his name, I state that it is not impossible that I asked 


him something similar betore I brought him to the CP, maybe 
in case the members of tne Wehrmacht mentioned such or a 
similar namée However, I repeat tnat I cannot recall any- 
thing of this nature. 


I do not remanber to have noticed any rank insignia 
on tnd Amsricen. He vas small, approximately 165m. He 
as verysiim. I cannot estimate his age as his face was 
completely dravm due to exhaustion. 


During the entire tims the Amsrican did not try to 
escape nor did he try any resistance nor did he do anything 
else that would have justified the shooting. 


Artor the shooting I went into the chapel and returned 
the pistol. nen-I returned to the stabie, whero we all mad 


our ae 
After lunch a messenger came with tha order, 


"Dig the 

recall this expression distinctly because 
F 3 

tt 


wi 


rned, one speaks of urying.* 


of an oath. 


This statement ¢ £ of 16 handwritten pages and it 
has been réread to me be 





Tk #174-8R-5/7-17 /s/ WICHMANN, OTTO 
S$ Unterscharfushrer 
28 Decamber, 1945 


Sworn to and Subseribed before me 

this 28th day of December 1945 at 

Schwaebisch Hall, Germany 
WILLIAM Rs PERL 0-555149 
lst Lt. Mele 

Investigator-Examiner 

Wer Crimes Branch USFiT" 


(whereupon Prosecution's Oxnibit No. P-123-A was read 


Bnd tk tary in the Gorman language by the interproter.) 


Suse follows 





PROSECUTION: The Prosecution offers in evidence picture 
affidavit of the acoused Otto Wichmann identifying the accused Joachim 
Peiper ani Kurt Sickel as Proseoution's Bxhibits Pel2s B and C res- 
pectively, 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection 
to the evidence or the necessity for reading sams, It is further 
stipulated that the photogrepns are those of the accused Peiper and 
Sickel. 

PRESIVENT; There being no objection, the Exhibits offered 
by the Prosecution are admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Exhibits Pel23=e3 ami C respectively. 

(Wher eupon the documents referred to were marked and received into 
evidence 43 Prosecution's Exhibits Pel2seB and C, and are attached 
hereto and made a pert of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: you may cross-examine, 

DEFENSE: the Defense does not desire to cross-examine 
the witness at this time, 

PRESIVENT: ‘here appear to be no further questions, 


The witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew). 
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MORRIS ELOWITZ, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, 
having been previously sworn, testified further as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions » answers and proceedings were 
interpreted for the German counsel and the accased.) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (IT. COL. ELLIS) 
Q Mre Elowitz, during the investigation of the Malmedy Case, 
did you have occasion to interrogate one Otto Wichmann? 
A Yes. 
Q Is he an accused in this case now in hearing before this 
Court? 
Yes. 


Will you identify him? 


A 
Q 
A He is wearing number 73, 
Q 


During your interrogation did Otto Wichmann make a statement 
to you? 

He made one statement to me, yess 

Was it oral or written? 

It © firstoral and then reduced to writing by Wichmann, 

I hand you Prosecution Exhibit marked P=12) for identification 
and ask you if you can tell in whose handwriting it is and who 
signed it? 


A It was written and signed |} 


By the same Otto Wichmann whom you have identified as 
ing number 737 

It ise 

Is the statement sworn to? 


It ise The oath was admin y Gap Shumackere 


(Blowitzs-rediract) 
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Was the statement given to you voluntarily? 

Yese 

Did you use any duress or coercion to obtain the statement? 

Noe 

Did you make any treats or promises to Wichmann to obtain 
this statement? 

A Noe 

Q Did you use any harsh, crtel or inhuman treatment to 
obtain this statemsnt? 

A Nos 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evidence an exhibit 
marked P=12l for identification and requests that it be attached 
to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P+12]), 

LT. COLe DWINELL: Defense objects to the evidence on the 
grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overrulede The axhibit 
offered by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be 
marked Exhibit P=12)). 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 


marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution 


Exhibit P-12l, and is attached hereto and made a part of the records) 


PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evidence a true 
and correct English translation of ibit P=12); to be attached 


to the record and marked Prosscution E hibit F 


* 
D) co t No objection on behalf of the Defense. 
PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution ie admitted into evidence and will be marked 
bit Pal2limke 
(Whereupon the document referred to, was marked and received 
in evidence as Prosec on Exhibit PL2)-a and is attached hereto 


and made a part of 


(Elowitz—redirect) 





PROSECUTION: Prosecution requests permission to read 
Exhibits P-12l; and P-12))-A. 


PRESIDENT: Granted. 


(Whereupon Prosecution Fxhibit P-12-A was read as follows:) 


"TI, Otto Wichmann, SS tnterscharfuehrer, having been first 
duly sworn, make this statement supplementary to my statements dated 
28 Necember’195, and the 23rd January 19))6. 


Oh the 28th of March 19)\6, a sevies of 5 photographs were displayed 
to me which showed various places us Petit Thiers, where I shot the 
American prisoner of war as I described fully in my two previous state-~ 
ments of 28th December 195 and 23rd January 19116. 


I examined the photograph which bears the writing on the reverse 
side "Petit Thiers Ex 6", TI recognized on this photograph the spot 
where T shot the American prisoner of war and I have marked this spot 
with the letter "x", 


I examined the photograph which bears the writing on the 
reverse side "Petit Thiers Ex 2" and I recognized the castle Petit 
Thiers on the left side of the street. Standartenfuehrer Peiper 
had his C.Pe in s building and it was here that T received the order 
from Sturmbannfuehrer Sickel to lead the American prisoner of war 
outside and bump him off. On the right-hand side of the street I 
recognize the chapel past which I led the American prisoner of war 
after I had received the order to bump him off. 


I examined the photographs which bear the writings on the 
reverse side "Petit Thiers Ex 4" and "Petit Thiers Ex7" and recognized 
two different views of the chapel which I described aboves 


On the photograph which bears the writing on the reverse side 
"Petit Thiers Ex 5" I recognized the side view of the castle Petit 
Thiers which I described as the CP of Standartenfuehrer Peiper. 


I have placed my signature on the reverse side of each of the 
above described five photographs, together with the date on which I 
examined them. I have made these photographs part of this statement 
and attach them hereto. 


I make this statement consisting of two pages and five photographs 
voluntarily out of my om free will, without force, threats or 


promises of reward. 


(Signed) OTTO WICHMANN 
28 March 1916. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
28th day of March 1946 at Schwabisch Hall, Germany. 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capte CMP" 


(Elowitz-—redirect) 





PROSECUTION: You may cross examines 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense does not desire to cross oxamine 


the witness at this time, 
PRESIDENT: Any questicns by the Courte Apparently none. The 
witness is excusede 
(Whereupon the witness was exoused and withdrew to the Prosecution 
table in the Courtroom) 
PROSECUTION: Prosecution calls as its next witness Monsieur 
Camile Gerardye 
CAMILE GERARDY, called as a witness by the Prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions and answers and proceedings were 
translated into both French and German languacese) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 
Q Will you please state your name? 
Gerardy, Camilee 
Where is your home? 
Bois, Petit Thiers. 
country is that? 
elciume 
Are you a citizen of Belgium? 
YeSe 
What is your occupation? 
Brigadier forester. 
How far is your home from Petit Thi 


Three kilometers, 
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How long have you lived in this house? 
Twenty yearse 
Were you occupying your home on the 13th January 19157 
Nos 
Where were you? 
At Neuville-vielsalm, 
Why did you leave your home? © 
In order to take refuge from the Germans. 
On what date did you leave your home? 
On the 18th of December. 
Tn what year is that? 
Lhe 
When did you return to your home? 
On the 27th of January 19i5¢ 
Q During your absence did you know whether or not anyone 


occupied your house? 


A My house was occupied by the German soldierse 


Q How do you know that it was occupied by German soldiers? 
A My servant returned to the house on the 25th of December 
and found German soldiers thores 


u know on 


a any buildings near 
3 stables and & gararee 


other buildings in 





Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


if you 


"Petit 


Q 


In what direction is the chapel from your house? 
In an easterly direction, 
About how far is it from your house? 
Approximately 70 meters, 


I hand you Prosecution Exhibit marked P12); and ask you 


can identify the pictures marked "Petit Thiers Ex 2" and 


Thiers Ey 5"? 


Yess 
What is the large building in the photograph? 
It is my houses 


Is this the house you referred to in your testimony that you 


returned to on the 27th of January 19157 


A 


Q 


Yee 


Again referring to Prosecution Exhibit P-12), Task you if 


you can identify the pictures marked "Petit Thiers Ex }; and Petit Thiers 


Ex 7"? 
A 
Q 


Yes, 
What is it? 
It is the simll chapel which is quite near my housa, 


Is this the same chapel about which you have pra@iously testified? 
On your return to your house on 


1 inspection of t 


YeSe 


What was it? 
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Q Where was the dead body of this American soldier lying? 

A It was at a distance of approximately 300 meters from 
my house lying besides a road which pases in front of the chapel. 

Q Do you know whether or not there was a body of an American 
soldier lying at this spot or in the vicinity when you left your house 
on the 18th of December 19)? 

A Noe There was no body of an American soldier theres 

Was the body of this Americm soldier lying on or off the road? 


Besides the roads 


Q 
A 
Q About how far off the road was this body lying? 
‘ A 


Approximately five meters fromthe roade 

Q Now, with relation to the chapel, was the body lying on the 
same side of the road as the chapel or on the opposite side of the road? 

A The body was at the same side as the chapel. 

Q With respect to the chapel, when you walk towards the place 
where the body was lying, does the road go up hill, dow hill or 
does itm along the level? 

A It rises very steeply. 

Q Were re any woods near where you found the body of this 
American soldier? 

A 


About how far from the wods was this body? 


Three meter 
r clothes on it? 

Yess 

What clothes did it 2 on? 

It was wearing a neir of khaki trousers, akhaki, woolen 


shirt and his head was bare, but I found a helmet quite near my houses 


(Gerardy-redirsct) 
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Q In your opinion how old wuld you judge the body of this 
American soldier to be?! 


Approximately 30 years olde 


How tall would you judge him to be? 


meter-seventye 


you notice any wounds on the body? 


you know -- or rather, did you notice any wounds on the 


NOs 
Did you find any other bodies at or near the vicinity of your 
home on your return on the 27th of Jenuary 19157 
A Noe 
Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit P-12); and refer you to the 
picture there marked "Petit Thiers Exhibit 6" and ask you if you 
know what that picture represents? 
A It represents the road which rises opposite the chapele 
Q Is the place where you found the body of the American 
soldier shown on this picture? 
Yess 
Where abouts was the body found, indicating on the pict 
It was found in ot which is marked with an "¥" ora 
vine. 
PRESIDENT: ‘The Court will recess 


(Whereupon at 1155 hours the Court recessed until 1330 hours.) 


(Gerardy=dtrect) 
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the court reconvened at 


1330 hours,) 


PRESIDENT: Take seats, The court will 


come to order, 


PROSECUTION (Lt Col Ellis): Let the 
record show that all of the members of the court, all of the mem- 
bers of the prosecution, all of the members of the defense, with 
the exception of Mr, Strong, who is ill, and Dr, Rau, who is ab- 
sent on the business of the defense, as well as the reporter, are 


present. The prosecution recalls Mr. Gerardy at this time. 


MR, GERARDY, recalled as a witness by 
the prosecution, was reminded of his oath before the court, and 


testified through an interpreter as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and 


other proceedings were interpreted to the accused, ) 


RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION: 


Q Mr, Gerardy, you testified this morning that you ob- 
served no wound on the body of this American, Did you make an 
examination of the body? 

A No, 

When you examined the ody, 


lying around the body there on the ground? 
A No. Well -- I saw a photograph of a young woman and 
a red card, 


Q How close to the body were these articles lying? 
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About one meter, 
PROSECUTION: You may cross-examine, 


DEFENSE: The defense does not desire 


to cross-examine this witness, 


PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by 
any member of the court of this witness? Apparently not, the 


witness may be excused, 


(Whereupon the witness, having been 


excused, withdrew, ) 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution recalls 


Lieutenant PERL. 


Lieutenant PERL, recalled as a witness by the prosecu- 
tion, was reminded of his oath before the court, and testified as 


follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers, and 


other proceedings were interpreted to the accused.) 
3-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION: 


PROSECUTION: ‘The prosecution hands the 
reporter a document and requests that it be marked "Prosecution 


125, for identification", 


(Whereupon the document was marked by 


the reporter as requested,) 


lieutenant Perl, during the cours®é of your interroga- 





tions at Schwabisch Hall, did you take more than 


one statement from Joachim Peiper? 


A Yes, sir, I did, 

Q Could you identify the Joachim Peiper that you are re- 
ferring to, if you were to see him again? 

A Yes, sir. I can, 

Q Would you look at the defendants and see if you can 
identify him? 

A Yes, sir, He is present and he is wearing number },2, 

Q Did you take more than one written statement from Jo- 
achim Peiper? 

A Yes, 

Q I hand you a document which has been marked "Prosecu- 
tion Exhibit No. 125, for identification" and ask you whose hand- 
writing it is in, 

A Yes, sir, I recognize this statement; it is in the 
handwriting of Joachim Peiper -- it is the final statement that 
he made, and it is written and signed by him, 

Q Is that the same Joachim Peiper that you have referred 
to as "Number 2"? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q Was that statement signed in your presence? 

Yes, sir, 
Was this statement taken under oath? 
Yes, sir, 
And who administered the oath? 
I did, 
Was this statement given voluntarily? 
Yes, it was, 
Q Did you use any duress or coercion to obtain 


statement? 


(Perl - Re-Direct) 
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A I did not. 


Q Did you make any threats or promises, in order to 


obtain that statement? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you use any harsh, cruel, or inhuman treatment 
to obtain that statement? 

A No, sir, 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution offers 
into evidence at this time the statement marked "Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 125, for identification", and requests that it be 
accepted into evidence by the court and marked "Prosecution 


Exhibit No, 125", for attachment to the record, 


DEFENSE: (Lt Col Dwinell): The defense 
objects to the introduction of this statement, on the grounds 


previously stated, 


PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled 
and the document offered into evidence by the prosecution will 
be accepted into evidence by the court and marked "Prosecution 


Exhibit No. 125", for attachment to the record. 


(Whereupon the document referred to 
having been previously marked and identified, was received in- 


to evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. 125.) 


PRO Ne The prosecution off 
to evidence at this time a true and correct English translation 
of Prosecution Exhibit No, 125 and requests that it be accepted 
into evidence by the court and marked Prosecution Exhibit No, 125 


A. 


DEFENSE: The defense desires to retain 





the right to object, until after we have had an oppor- 


tunity to compare the translation with the original. 


PRESIDENT: Subject to the right of the 


defense to object on the conclusion of the reading of the English 


translation of this statement, the document offered into evidence 
at this time by the prosecution will be accepted into evidence by 
the court, marked "Prosecution Exhibit No. 125 A", for attachment 
to the record. 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution at this 
time requests permission to read to the court the document accep- 


ted into evidence by the court as Prosecution Exhibit No, 125 A, 
PRESIDENT: Permission is granted. 


(Whereupon the document referred to having 
been previously marked and identified, received into evidence by 
the court for attachment to the record, was read to the court as 


follows: ) 


"I, Standartenfeuhrer Joachim Peiper, was during the Eifel 
Campaign in December 19) and Jamary 1945 Regimental Commander 
of the 1st SS Tank Regiment LSSAH and Leader of the Armored Group 


placed under my command, 


"After having concentrated on it, the following still comes 


back to my mind, which I add to my statements hitherto made: 


1, Regarding shooting at LA GLEIZE, In LA GLEIZE I had 
taken council with Sturmbannfeuhrer Poetschke, as well as with 
Hauptsturmfeuhrer Diefenthal and Obersturmfeuhrer Von Western- 
hagen, as to what should be done with the American prisoners of 
war in case we did not receive any help and would have to fight 
to the finish at LA GLEIZE, Hereat I stated that in this case 


the prisoners would have to be shot. 


(Perl - Re-Direct) 





"Furthermore, I am still able to remember that it was re- 
ported to me from some party that there were continuously diffi- 
culties with the prisoners who were either disobedient or did not 


execute orders which they received from the German side -- of 


what kind these orders were I do not remember any more. In any 


case, however, important questions mst have been touched off by 
the refusal to obey the orders, as otherwise they would not have 


been reported to me, 


"T think that these refusals to obey orders were reported 
to me by Diefenthal, who was Hauptsturmfeuhrer at that time. I 
further believe, but I am not quite certain of it, that on account 
of these refusals to obey orders, which touched off important ques- 
tions, I gave the order to set an example -- the content of which 
was that in outstanding cases prisoners have to be shot. Further 
details in regard to executions at IA GLEIZE are unknown to me, 
I remember that it was more a question of giving a general plen- 
ary power to the commanders for them to be covered than an issu- 


ance of detailed orders. 


"2, In the first days of January, 19)\5, according to my 
estimation it was about on the 10th of Jamuary, I was at my Com- 
mand Post in a small castle in the neighborhood of 
TAINE. As I recollect, this castle had the name of PETIT THEIR, 
One of my men, I would not recognize him again, shoved an Amer- 
ican prisoner of war into the room for me, This prisoner of war 
was in a completely exhausted condition, apparently half starved 
and frozen, He looked like a mummy. He had rags wrapped around 
his feet. According to his looks, I estimated this American to 
be at least 50 years of age. 


Division he belonged, but he was so ex 





talk but could only utter inarticulate sounds, I still know, 
however, that he was about 27 years of age, which especially 
struck me by his looks, His skull looked like a death's-head, 

He was unable to name his Division to me and I think that I 
found out his age from his papers, At this time, Sturmbannfeuh- 
rer Dr. Sickel, the Regimental Surgeon of the Panzer Regiment 1, 
USSAH, and at that time also commander of the Regimental Head- 
quarters Company, Panzer Regiment 1, was present in the room, 

I further have the certain belief that also Obersturmbannfeuh- 
rer Von Westernhagen was in the room, perhaps also Hauptsturm- 
feuhrer Gruhle, We were just going to have coffee, when the pri- 
soner was brought into the room, After I had seen that the pri- 
soner was too exhausted to be able to talk, I offered him a chair 
and a cup of coffee and a cigarette, as I felt pity for him, He 
chattered his teeth, however, so mch that he could neither drink 
nor smoke, I then endeavored to learn from the prisoner which 
Division he belonged to and to find out other military details, 
All he was able to utter with a voice more similar to barking 
than talking signified that he had kept himself hidden in the 


woods for 1) days. 


“When Dr, Sickel, the Regimental Surgeon, saw that an interr- 
ogation was futile, he said: 'This is of no use any more! Help 
arrives too late here,' Thereupon I asked Dr, Sickel: ‘What 
shall we do with the man?' 'Shall he go up to the Aid Station?! 
Dr. Sickel replied: 'I think the best is that we give him the 
mercy shot, Anyway, he won't make it any more, It is unnecess- 
ary tormenting.' I replied: 'All right, take the poor devil 


away!' I then had not given any further orders, but had left 


the rest up to Sturmbannfeuhrer Dr. Sickel. It was clear to me 


that the prisoner would be shot. I have been asked if I remen- 
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ber if Dr. Sickel said to the soldier who had brought the pri- 
soners ‘Outside with the swine -- bum him off}' Such a state- 
ment was not uttered in my presence. Dr. Sickel and I acted ob- 
viously out of pity for the prisoner and such an utterance would 
not have fit into the atmosphere, I admit to have given Dr. Sick- 
el, on the basis of his medical opinion, the authorization to 
cause the shooting of the prisoner, In which manner and with 
which words then Dr, Sickel, on the basis of this authorization, 
had him shot, I do not know, He left the room immediately with 


the prisoner and his guard, 


"T still can remember that after the prisoner had been led 
out of the room, we talked about what an endurance this man mst 
have had, when he could wander around in the woods for 1) days 


in this weather, 


"3, I further have been questioned if at STOUMONT, on the 
19th' of December, 19), I caused an American prisoner of war to 
be shot by giving an order to Unterscharfeuhrer Hans Hillig, Funk- 
truppfeuhrer (leader of the Radio Detachment) at Headquarters of 
the lst SS Panzer Regiment. In spite of my greatest efforts, I 
could not remember such an execution. After confrontation with 
Hauptsturmfeuhrer Hans Gruhle, Regimental Adjutant, and Unter- 
scharfeuhrer Hans Hillig, I am remembering that I caused an Amer- 
ican prisoner of war to be shot there, but to my own mind I do 


not recollect the det: 


"T have made these statements voluntarily, of own will, 
uninfluenced by any threats, force or duress, and uninfluenced 
by promises of any kind. I swear before God that the statements 
in this deposition are true and I am prepared to repeat them be- 


fore any court under oath. 


1556 


1 - Re-Direct) 
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"Signed: Joachim Peiper, 8S Standartenfeuhrer, 26 March 
1946, Witnessed: Raphael Schumacher, Captain, CMP. Sworn to 
and subscribed before me this 26th day of March 196, at Schwab- 
isch Hall, Germany. Signed: William R. Perl, First Lieutenant, 
M.I., 0-555149, Investigator-Examiner, War Crimes Branch," 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution offers 
into evidence at this time picture affidavits signed by the acc- 
used Joachim Peiper, identifying the accused: Josef Diefenthal, 
Hans Gruhle, Hans Hillig, and Kurt Sickel, requesting that they 
be accepted into evidence by the court and marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibits Nos, 125 B, 125 C, 125 D, and 125 E. 


DEFENSE: On behalf of the defense, there 
is no necessity for reading the picture affidavits offered into 
evidence by the prosecution at this time. It is further stipu- 
lated that the photographs on Prosecution Exhibits 125 B, 125 ¢, 
125 D, and 125 © are photographs of the accused, Josef Diefenthal, 


Hans Gruhle, Hans Hillig, and Kurt Sickel, respectively. 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, 
the picture affidavits offered into evidence at this time by the 
prosecution will be accepted into evidence by the court, marked 
Prosecution Exhibit numbers 125 B, 125 C, 125 D, and 125 B, for 


attachment to the record, 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution hands the 
reporter a document and asks that it be marked "Prosecution Exhi- 


bit 126, for identification", 


(Whereupon the reporter marked the prof- 
erred document as requested: "Prosecution Exhibit 126, for identi- 


fication". ) 


1557 
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Q I hand you Prosecution exhibit marked P-126 for Identification 


and ask you if you cen identify the handwriting and the Signeture on thet 


statement. 
A Yes, sir. The statement was written and signed by Dr. Kurt 
Sickel, 
Q Is this the same Kurt Sickel you have just identified as wear- 
ing no. 57? 
A Yes, sir, it is. 
Q Was this statement signed in your presence by Kurt Sickel? 
A Yes, sir, it was. 
Was this statement teken under oath? 
It is. 
fnd who administered the 
I did. 
Was this statement given voluntarily? 
Yes, sir, it was, 
Did you use any coercion or duress to obtain this statement? 
No, sir. 


Did you make any promises to obtain this statement? 


ou use any harsh, cruel or inhuman treatment to obtain 


+ DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on the gr 


previously stated. The Defense also objects to certain matter eppearing 


grounds of irrelevancy. The 


; ) 
(Perl = Redirect) 





make a motion to strike at the proper time. May the Defense have per- 
mission to meke that motion at the conclusion of the reading of the 
English version of the statement? 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Pros*cution is admitted in 
evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-126, reserving to 
the Defense the right to meke a motion to strike at such time as the 
English translation has been read. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously been marked 
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. 
P=126, subject to tho right of the Defense to make a motion to strike, 
and is attached to the record and made a part hereof.) 


PROSECUTION: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true and correct 


English translation of #s Exhibit P-126, to be attached to the record 


and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-l26-a. 

DEFENSE: No objection on behalf of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: Thore boing no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibit No. Pel26=a. 

hereupon the document referred to was marked and received in evi- 
Prosecution Exhibit No. Pel26=a.) 


(Perl - Redirect) 





East with the 8S Totenkopf, Cav Division. My duties were the 
supervision of the health of the troops and of Polich Jews, 
who were constructing thore a Lager for themselves end later 
were used as slave laborers in the SS works. Later, that is 
in the yeers 19)2 to! 19 (30.6.))2- beginning of February 19))) 
I wes garrison surgeon for LUBLIN, that mean: “et I was 
respciusible for the health of the troops and also for that of 
the Jews who were brought from all parts of Burops into the 
below-mentioned concentration camps in the area of LUBLIN. 
Especially the following concentration camps were under my 
mecisel supervision. 


a. PONIATOWA 

b. DAW-LUBLIN 

ce. TRAVENICKI 

1, Airport LUBLIN 


e. KRASNIK 


"I was responsible for these camps respectiv for the 
of health he aps from u inste bi mtil 


cutions 


against my will end or 
the Vernichtungs lager 
had 


ere and & se people got gassed. 
have not conducted mys ) ssings. Among t 
brought into bY h i samp MAIDENS 

mene I do not recal the exact number any more 


"On the whole, I had to supervise in these co ips the 
health of about 20,000 Jows, men, women and children, Continu~ 
from all parts of Europe errived, among them 


and Roumanian Jows, ete. 
camps discolved one 


8 without m 


hed 


,000 Jews 





not remember any more, I was at the Command post of the lst 
SS Pe Ret. 'LSSAH' in a cestle in the neighborhood of PETIT 
THIERS. In the room besides myself were present, the Regt. 
Commander Joachim PEIPER, Obersturmbannfuehrer at that time, 
also a Stubaf and I think it was Stubaf. Werner PORTSCHKE. 
AS we were sitting in this room during the efternoon hours 
the door opened end U-Scha Otto WICHMANN the Equipment Sgt 
of the Headquerters Co. Ist 38 Pz Regt. 'LSSAH!' brought an 
Americen prisoner of war into the room. This American pri- 
soner of war looked extremely starved end frozen as ho had 
hidden himself for quits some time in the woods to prevent 
being taken prisoner. 


"Obstubaf. PEIPER questioned the man in English but the 
American prisoner of war ref'used to make a statement. I 
looked at the hands of the American prisoner of war and deter- 
mined that he showed 3rd degree frost-bites on both hands, 

On the whole he was physically very much emaciated. 


"For these reasons I proposed to Ostubef. PEIPER to have 
the prisoner bumped off. I cannot recall any more if I made 
this proposal with words or only with gestures or with glances. 
However, I do know that Ostubaf, PEIPER accepted this proposal 
of mine. If this acceptence of my proposal was made in words 
or by gestures or h glances I do not remember any more, but 
I know that I was authorized by him in one form or another to 
have the American prisoner of war shot, 


"I ordered thereupon the U-scha. Otto WICHMANN of the 
Headquarters Co. lst SS Pz Rgt. 'LSSAH' who at that time was 
under my command, to lead the prisoner of war away and bump 
him off. If I did that with words, 'Take the swine outside 
and bump him off! or if I used other words for this order, I 
do not remember any more. 


"This prisoner of war had, in fact, been bumped off. 


"I do not remember any more if WICHMANN reported back 
to me that the execution was carried out or if I had the knowl- 


edge of the exeovted shooting fre ource I only 


know thet he got bumped off. 


(Perl - Redirect) 





fore any court under oath. 


(Signed) Dr. Kurt SICKEL 
8S Sturmbannruehrer 
9 April 1916. 
"Witness: 
HOMER B CRAWFORD 
Lt. Col. Air Corps 


"Sworn to and subscribed to before mo this 9th day of 
April 1916 at Schwabisch Hall, Germany. 


WILLIAM R. PERL 
lt Lt. M.I. 0-5551L9 
Investigator=Examiner WCB USFET" 


LT. COL. DWINELL: Col. Bllis, does the German script have the 


Roman numerals I and II, as it is in the typewritten copy? 

PROSECUTION: Yes. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: Thank you. The Defense moves thet this Court 
disregard and strike from the record that portion of Prosecution Exhibits 
P=126 end P-126-4 appearing under paragraph Roman numeral one (I) and 
that part of the first sentence of the statement appearing under pare~ 
greph Roman numeral two (II) which reads, "Shortly after the extermin- 
ation of the lagers in the Lublin area, which were under ‘ny medical 
supervision," on the grounds that such evidence is irrelevant to the 
issues before this Court. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, before you make your ruling I 
wou ion 3k he witness two or three 


more question 


you when he 


fon of thet part of hi 


- Redirect) 





PROSECUTION: If the Court please, if the accused head a specific 
purpose for putting that in his statement, I think that purpose has a 
right to be shown to this Court, 

LT. COL. DWINELL: I don't -~ 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 

A Yes. Sickel wrote the contents of his first paragraph in 
direct connection with the killing at Petit Thier. He said that the many 
killings he had to observe in these extermination camps, against his will, 
hed hardened him so much, and thet this previous experience of him would 


be an excuse for what he did at Petit Thier. 


PROSECUTION: For tha* renson the P_osecution believes tha 


relevant and pertinent to the issues in this case. 
LAW MEMBER: The Court, in admitting the statement, will disregard 
thet part of the statement, which is clearly irrelevant. 
PROSECUTION: Do I understand now that all of the German 
read? 
LAW MEMBER: It must be. 
(Whereupon the statement was read in German by Mr. Thon.) 
ROSECUTION: The Prosecution offers in evidence picture affidavits 
Signed by the accused Kurt Sickel identifying e accused Joachim Peiper 


te be attached to the record and marked Prosecution 





PROSECUTION: You mey cross-examine. 


RECROSS EXAMINATION (Continued) 


QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Col. Dwinell); 


Q Lt. Perl, was the statement Prosecution Exhibit P=126 dictated 
by you? 

A Is this the statement of Sickel which was just read to the 
Court? 

Q Yes. 

A It was dictated from my notes in German to Kremm in Sickel's 
presence, and he made quite a number of corrections and Suggestions, 
which partly are still to be seer 1 the statement. 

During the process of dictatior » did he make repeated objeo- 
> statements which you were requiring 
Yes, and all these objections are in the final statement as 
read to the Court 

Q Was the stenographer who wae present, Kramm who has been a 

witness in this case? 
Yes, sir. 
When the sccused Sickel objected to your stetements, did Kremm 


ickel at 





PROSECUTION: Prosecution recalls Mre Harry Thone 
Mrs Thon, you are reminded that you are stillunder oaths 


(Whereupon Mre Harry Thon, recalled as a witness for 


the Prosecution resumed the stand.) 


PROSECUTION: Prosecution hands the reporter a statement 
to be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-127 for identifications 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-127 by the reporter.) 
RE DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSRCUTION: 
Q Mr. Thon, during the course of your investigation of 
Malmedy, did you ever interrogate one Hans Gruhle? 
A I did, sire 
Q Is he an accused in the case now hesring before this Court? 
A Yes, sire He ise 
Can you identify him? 
Y@s, I can, sire 
Take a look at the defendants seated on your left and see 
if he is among those presente 
A He is sitting there wearing Number 19, sire 
PRESIDENT: Number 19 stand upe Sit downs 
C Did he mke a statement to you during the co 
the interrgation? 


A Yes sire He made several oral statements and then wrot 


statement his owr iwriting » 
ecution's Exhibit marked "P-127" for 
identification and ask ,ou if you recognize the handwriting and 
Signature thereon? 
8 the written statement 


Gruhle who fearing Number 19 and 


ement siened 


(Thon = Redirect) 





Was the statement taken under oath? 


Yes, it wase 


Who administered the oath? 


Cavtain Shumacker, 


Was the statement given voluntarily? 


Did you use any duress or coercion to obtain this statement? 

No, sir. 

Did you make any threats or promises to obtain this statement? 

I did not, sire 

Did you use any harsh, cruel or inhuman treatment to obtain 
this statement? 

No, sir 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution's 
Exhibit marked "127" for identification, to be attached to the 
record and to be marked Prosecution's Exhibit '"P-127", 

LT. COLONEL DWINELL: Defense objects to the evidence on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection isoverruled. The Exhibit of'fared 
by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit 
"P-127", 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previc isly 
marked an identified was receiv 


"P-127" and is att ied heretc 


and marked Prosecution's Exhibit "P-127 
On behalf of tt Jefense, it is desired that an 
objection may’ be interposed at a later time as no opportun 
been afforded the Defense to compare the translations 
PRESIDENT: The Exhibi offered by the frosecut 
admitted in. evidesce and will be marked Prosecutionts ibit "P-127A" 
with the stipulation that the Defense may enter am objection at a 


later times 1bé6 


(Thon - Redirec 





(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecutionts Exhibit "P-127A" by the reporter and is attached 
hereto and made a part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution requests permission to read 
its Exhibits "127" and "p-127,AN 


PRESIDENT: Grantede 


PROSECUTION (Reading Prosecutions Exhibit "P-127A") 3 


"I, Hans Erich GRUHIE, being first duly sworn make the follow= 
ing statement under oaths 


"During the EIFEL Offensive in December 19); I was SS Haupt- 
sturmfuehrer on the staff of the lst 8S Panzer Regiment, LSSAH, and 
as such was the Executive Officer of the Regimental Commander, SS 
Obersturmbannfuehrer Joachim PEIPER. 


"On 15 December 19)); - I believe it was around 1500 hours 
in the afternoon - a Kommandeurst meating took place in a foresterts 
house in the woods near BLENKENHEIM, This meeting mnsisted of 
two separate sessions. Firstly, there was a 'tactical discussiont 
along the commanders of the battalions, and PEIPER and Obersturm~ 
bannfuehrer HERTZIG. Secondly, there was a 'supply discussiont 
which was conducted by mee 


"Immediately after these discussions were concluded, I was 
called to PEIPER and received from him an order which I was told 
by him to pass on to the commanders of the different units who 
were assembled in an adjoining room Thereupon the doors between 
the rooms were swing open making it one big roome The order T 
received from PEIPER and which I read as I had been directed to 
do was substantially as follows: 


'The German nation has lined up for its last 
fight. This offensive is its last big efforts 
The objective is ANTWERP and to break up the 
Allied forces which have lined up in the AA 
areas 


'The German nation expects from its soldi. 
createst p dness for action, 


sacrifice. The veople will 


counter 


'This fight will be conducted stubbornly with 
no regard for Allied prison of war who will 
have to be shot if the situation makes it 
necessary and compels it.! 


op 


and was 





"The following officers were present when I read this ordert 


Untersturmfuehrer FISCHIR, Adjutant, lst SS Pz Bn, Ist 

8S Pz Regt, ISSAH 
Untersturmfuehrer KALINOSKY, Adjutent, 2nd 8S Pz Bn, 

1st SS Pz Regt, ISSAH 
The Adjutant of the 3rd Pn Grenadier Bn, 2nd Pz Grenadier 

Regt, whose name I no longer remember 
Sturmbannfuehrer Dr SICKEL, Regimental Surgeon, lst 8S Pz 

Regt, ISSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer MAULE, Regt Weapons and Ammunition Officer 
Obersturmfuehrer GUERLDEN, Regt Transportation Officer 
Obersturmfuehrer KRENSER, Comnanding Officer, 

ist SS Pz Co, Ist SS Pz Regt, ISSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST, Commanding Officer, 

2nd 8S Pz Co, lst SS Pz Regt, LSSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER, Commanding Officer 

6th SS Pz Co, Ist SS Pz Regt, LSSAH 
Hauptsturmfuehrer KLINGELHOEFER, Comnanding Officer, 

7th SS Pz Co, lst SS Pz Regt, LSSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer STEVERS, Commanding Officer, 

3rd Panzer Pioneer Co, lst Pioneer Bn, ISSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF, Commanding Officer, 

9th Panzer Pioneer Co, lst SS Panzer Regt, LSSAH 

or Wolf, Commander of the 8 Anti-Aircraft Rect 
8S Obersturmbannfuehrer von Westerhagen 
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, Commander lst Bn 

1st SS Pz Regt 
SS Sturmbannfuehrer DIEFENTHAL, Commander, III Bn, 

2nd Pa Gren Regt 


"I an positive about the presence of all those named above when 
this order was read to them by me with the exceptions of CHRIST and 
KREMSER, and it is my best recollection that they were there also, 


"The fact that this order has been received had to be acknowledged 
in writing by all the company commanders. In addition they were 
ordered by Obersturmbanmnfuehrer PETPMR himself to pass the order on 
in m extracted form to their mm. With this the meeting was adjourneds 


"I have prepared a sketch showing the location of this forester!s 
house near BLANKENHEIM where this meeting was held. It is marked 
Exhibit "4", and I have atiached it to this statement and make it a 
part hereofe 


"I do declare further that I Imve knowledge of the shooting of 
two Amrican prisoners of war on orders of Obersturmbannfushrer 
PEIPERe One shooting took place in STOUMMDAT and the other in 
ay z PONTA tit Their T 


L about 1 km east P e This w t 


ER, Sturmbann 
1 in front of 


Gruhle Statement) 


\ 





lying near a house in a field, between the ditches. The order 

for this shooting was given to a German soldier from the Regimental 
Headquarters Company by Obersturmbannfuehrer PRIPER: PEIPER later 
told me this himself, 


"In further explanation of this shooting I have prepared a 
sketch showing this house on the outskirts of STOUMONT, the spot 
where the soldier was shot, etc. This sketch is marked Exhibit "pr 
is attached hereto, and is made a part hereof. 


"The shooting in Blanc Fontaine which happened on or about 
13 January IMS (the date I cannot fix with Sead + An American 
Soldier was captured by members of the Regimontal Headquarters 
Company in the bordering woods and was brought before Obersturm- 
bannfuehrer PEIPER on or about 13 January 1945 for interrogations 

At the time there were also present in the CP Sturmbannfuehrer 

Dre SICKEL, Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, and Ie The soldier was 
dressed in a very mich worn Amricen umiforme He identified 
himself with his identification card and reported orally that 

he was 2) years old and that he was from Texase His unit and branch 
of arms he did not states 


While wandering around for a long time in the woods his 
hands and feet had become frozen. Under these circumstances I tried 
to send himat once to thenext hospital through Regimental Surgeon 
Dre Sickel, especially since it appeared further interrogation would 
be uselesse My wish and intention were refused by Obersturmbann- 
fuehrer PEIPFR and POETSCHKE in sliort order with the remarkthat 
I was perhaps feoling sorrye PEIPER ordered Dre SICKEL to c 
the imnediate shooting of this American prisoner of war, although 
I again expressed my disapprovale Just how the soldier was shot 
or the location of his grave are facts unknown to mee The CP jn 
Blanche Fontaine was in a hunting lodge, and its location is 
more clearly shown on another sketch I have draw, which I have 
marked Exhibit "C" and have attached heretoe 


"In both the above mentioned cases the American soldiers were 
wearing American uniforms and were unarmed and had definitely 
surrendereds 

"This statement consisting of 9 pages and t: 
made volunta minfluenced by 


swear before God that the facts 


am prepared to repeat sme under o 


/s/ HANS GRUNLE 


18 March 1914 


MANY 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKIR 
Japt MP" 


(Whereupon the statement was read 
JAW MEMBET The Court notices an 
translatione 


meeting are described 


(GQruhle Statement) 





to as Captains instead of Majorse 

PROSECUTION: We have corrected thate Prosecution offers 
in evidence picture affidavits signed by the accused, Hans Gruhle 
identifying the accused Friedrich Christ, Josef Diefenthal, Josef 
Dietrich, Arndt Fischer, Benoni Junker, Oskar Klingelhoefer, 


Joachim Peiper, Erich Rumf, Kurt Sickel and Franz Sievers to be 


attached to the record and marked Prosecutionts Exhibits "P1273", 


NON, NOM, NEN, wPN, non, tH, rn, nM and Kn respectively. 

On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection 
to the picture affidavits or necessity for reading the same, and 
it is further stipulated thet the photographs are those of the 
accused, Christ, Diefenthal, Dietrich, Fischar Junker, Klingelhoefer 


oe) ’ 


Peiper, Ey Rumpf, Sickel and Sievers, 
PR'SIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits offered 
cution will be admitted in eviderice and will be mr 
Exhibits "P-127p" to xt respectively, 
(Whereupon the documents referred to were marked 
Prosecution's Exhibits "P4127p" to Kn respectively by the 
reporter and are attached to and made a part of the recor.) 
PROSECUTION: You may cross examines 


TION 





A His first written statement I think was in Decembere 
Q Do you still know that you showed written statements 
of Gruhle to Peiper before he madd those written statements. Do 
you know that he showed Gruhle written statements of Peiper before 
he made those statements, hefore Gruhle made this statement? 
A That is very possiblo. 
Q Don't you know exactly? 
A I didn't know for certain, noe 
Q Were those real statements or were they what you call in 
English faked? 
A If I showed him a statement it was one of those statements 
that were introduced here. It was no faked statemente 
DR. LEILING: No further questions. 
PRESIDENT: The witness is excuseds 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
courtroom.) 


PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 1530. 


(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1500 hours .) 
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(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.) 


PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court will com to 


PROSECUTION: If the Court pleass, let the 
record show that all the members of the Court, all the 
members of the Prosecution, all the members of the Defense, 

ith the exception of Me. Strong, who is sick in the 
hospital, and Dr. Rau, who is absont on business of the 
defense, ail the defendants, and the reporter are present. 

Prosecution recalls Lioutenant Porl. 

Lt. WILLIAM Re PERL, recalled as a witness for the 
*rosecution, testified furthsr throuch an interpreter as 
follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, ansyers and other proceedings 
were translated to the German counse! and to tho accused.) 

PROSZCUTION: Lieutenant Perl, you are reminded 
you are still under oath. 

Prosecution hands the reporter a statement to be marked 
Prosecutions Exhibit 128 for identification. 

(hereupon the jocument referred to was marked 
*rosecution Exhibit No. P-128 for identification by th 


porter.) 


Lisutenant Porl, during the course 
vestiration of the Malmedy case, did you take more than one 


statement from Otto Wichmann? 


ann agai 


z nomber 73. 


(Perl-Redirect) 


1572 





178-SReb/7-2 Q Did you take more than one written statement 


from Otto Wichmann? 

4 Yes, sir, I took two written statements. 

Q I hand you Frossoution Uxhibit marked P-128 for 
identification and ask you if you can tell whose handwriting 
that is in and who signed it? 


A It was written by Otto Wicnmann and signed by 


as the statoment sworn to? 
Yes, it wase 
Who administered the oath? 
I did. 
Was the statoment signed in your presence? 
Yes, sir, every page was signed in my presence. 
Was this statement given voluntarily? 
Yes, sir. 
Did you use any duress or coercion to obtain this 
statement? 
A 
Q make any threats or x 
this statemnt’ 


4 I did not. 


No, sir. 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evidence a 
tatement marked Exhibit Number P-128 for identification, 
o be attached to the record and be marked Prosecution's 


Number P-128. 





#:178-SR-6/7-3 LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to tm evidence 


on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. Ths exnibit 
offered by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will 
be marked Bxnibit P-128. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in 
evidence as Prosseution Exhibit Noe P-128, is attached 
hereto and made a rart of the record.) 

PROSSC'TION: Prosecution offers in evidence a 
true and correct English translation of its exnibit P-128, 
to be attacned to the record and be marked Exnibit P-128-a. 

DEFENSS COUNSEL: On bshalf of the Defense, 
there is no objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exnibit 
offered by the Prosecution is admitted in evidences and will be 
arked Exnibit P-128-A. 

(Whereupon the dooummt referred to was received in 
evidence as Prosecution Exnibit No. P-128-a.) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution requests permission to 
read its exhibits P-12° and P-12f-A. 

PRES ITENTs rantede 

(Whereupon Lt. Col. Bilis proceeded to read Prosecution 


nibit Ne -12 


"I was asked today if I recalled any furthsr details 
concerning the murder of the American Pi in Peti jer or 
concerning any other shootings and I was requested to write 


down everything eise that occurred to me 
Itherefore raport the following 
On 


steel helmet 
2 almost had t 
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ste01 helmet a fow days for washing. 


2. Ibeiieve that tne American understood a little 
Garman. When I took him to the CP, he appeared to be more 
hopaful than he did after the interrogation. When I escorted 
him into the woods, he gave ths impression of being complete- 
ly broken down. It is possible that he already Imew, from 
tha interrogation which had bean conducted in Unglish, what 
awaited hime Tho prisoner died instantly. I observed from 
the way he collapsed, isos, as if struck by lichtning, that 
my snots had hit his heart. I then looked at the bullet holes 
too, from which it was apparent tnat two snots went tnrough 
the heart. I could also observe from nis lifeiessness that 
the man was dead. As I have recalled since my last written 
statement, I did fire one sore shot into the head of the 
dead man from very close ranze because the directive requires 
that when somebody is shot under orders, another last shot is to 
be fired at close range, even when tie man who is to be shot 
is dead anyhow. I saw that J hit the American in the back of 
the head. Nevertheless, whon this bullet hit him, he did not 
move any more because he was already dead in any case. 


3- To the best of my knowledge, he was not buried by us 
whan Irecoived the order to "dic him int. I sent a man, 
whose nam Ino longer remember, to the scene of the shooting. 
This man then returned and told m= that he could not bury the 
corpse because the ground was frozen. 


4. I also remember that just before the offensive, 
the fact that ‘this tim again, no prisoners are to be takent 
was universally known in the Stabskompagnie (Hq Co 


I deciare, in conformity with the trutn, that I was 
never present when such an order was read to our companye 


I declared in my oral interroration that I would say so if 
such formal order had beon read to ms, 'in spite of my fear’. 
I was asked why I d be afrai make this declaration 

were true. here f jes > xplain what meant 

t: Since it ivers y known in the Sta? agnis 

4 S PS y 9 talcon 
formal 
tadly 


I admit openly that 1 am afraid of 
murdered by one of PE g follovers, 


Standar ter ghrer PEt 
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acted upon the order of FEIPER, because he was the highest 
ranking officer in thea place and he conducted the interro- 
gation and the order clearly ensued with his understanding. 


My fear of being executed by one of the followers of 
PETPER as a traitor is probably incomprehensible to the 
Arericans, but I am certain that the same fear holds many of 
my comrades back from telling th truth. 


Standartenfuehrer PETPER is a woll kmovwm and dynamic 
wrsonality. Ever since ne took over the regiment, I have 
Imowm him and the incredible infiuence which he is able to 
exercise over mon. If thm situation ever changes in Gormany 
am tne ccecupation ends, PLIPER, who is a most enthusiastic 
Nazi and a marked type Fuehrer besides, will be one of the 
greatast personalities of the Fourth Reich. Then all of those 
who did not deny all the accusations, and of course, those who 
gave nim away, will be "bumped offt by his people. 


I remember, for example, that on the day that it was 
obvious to every SS Man that the war was finally lost, (it was 
tre day on which the deathof the Fuenrer was ade known), 
Hauptsturmfuehrer SCHIIZE said to me and my other comrades, 
‘The Fuehrer is dead, but ve will rally around our Kommaniaur. 
In the future, ve must never get ont of touch ti him. e 
will continu the work of the Fuenrer with Standartentuenrer 
PSTPSR as our leader, even after tho war is lost.® 


I do not Imow any more whether those were the exact 
words, put in any case, this was the sense of the words, and 
this declaration is characteristic of the atti 
reciment.e furthermore, 
ten of us wers, it was p, } 
statement against his certain to be p 
for that oned Fe IPER i to disappear. That 
esnt vthan I sa J t 3 formal 
take no isoner 


ormal 





Tk #178-SR-6/7-8 Sworn to and subscribed before m this 
25rd day of January, 1946 at Schwaebisch 
Hall, Germany. 
WILLIAM Re PERL 
lst Lt. M.I. 0555249 
Investigator Sxaminor 


War Crimes Branch 
USFET APO 633" 


(Whereupon Frosecutionts Exhibit Now P-128-A 
was read in the German language.) 

PROSECUTION: You may cross oxamine. 

DR. ISER: I do not intend to cross examine the 
witness but I have a motion to the Court. I request the 
Court to strike from the record ths exhibit offered by the 
Frosecution on th following grounds. It is true that some 
few tacts are contained in this exnibit. However, these 
factual statements aro ail contained in the previous statement 
of Wiehmann. The purpose and use of Prosecution's Bxnibit 
Number 128 is evidently the following: It is the personal 
opinion of a comparatively low class person whose profession 


is that of a butcher -- 


PROSECUTION (Interrupting): Object to that 


officer. 


(Cont 
be stricken from his speech. 

Dr. Leer, while you represent only 
certain defendants, y mus member that the per whose 


statement you are talkin is also one of accused 


and I am definitely c n that’it is hignly improper for 


117 





Tk #178+SR~6/7-7 the attorney for ons accused to make improper remarks with 


respect to anothsr accused at this tims. That portion of 
your statement will be strioken from the record. So far 

as your motion to strike the evidence is concerned, witnout 
going any further, the Court will take into consideration 
tnose parts of tne statement which the Court deems are ir- 
relevant and immaterial, 

DR» LEER: Micht I make a brief statement to the 
Court? The Gourt has undoubtedly misunderstood m. I was 
not trying to evaluate the relative merits of several accused. 
I wanted to give tne grounds for my motion to strike the 
evidence because this piece of evidence contains only arcuments 
as to a particular cnaracter, and not facts. 

LAW MEMBER: The Court has ruled, and the Court 
will take into consideration the immaterial portions in the 
statement, if there are any. 

PRESIDENT: Anything further by the Defense? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Notning further. 

PROSECUTION: @ have no further quastions. 

t Any questions by the Court? Ap- 
witmess is excused. 
May it please the Court, 
objections previously made to translations 
nents inade by the accused in this case. At this time 
is stated that comparison has been made and the translati 
are reasonably accurate.and acceptable to the Defense 


PROSECUTION: If tne Court please, Prosecutior 
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PRESIDENT: The German counsel have requested 
a lapse ef five werking days before the Defense opens its 
case, whien request is endersed by the enief counsel for 


the Defense. Im order to fully serve the interests of 


justices, this request is granted by the Court. Aceordingly, 


the Covrt is now adjourned to mest again at O8SU hours 
Monday, June 17the 
( herevpon at 1555 hours the Court adjourned to 08350 


hours Monday, 17 dune 1946.) 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I Paul Rosenthal assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de pose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Friedel KIES 
taken'on ....26..March, 1946 at Schwithisch Hall, Germany, 
hefors WILLIAM. R,..PERL, let Lte. Mel, 
consisting of 5 pages, into English. 

and 2 skefches 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 

1. Goermn is oy native tongue. 

2e I have spoken inglish for nine years. 

Je I studied anglisn for three years in school in VItNNA, aAUSIRia. 


4. I Lived in sngland since June, 1939. I have been employed by the 
U.o. War Yepartment us a Germeu-bagilsh interpreter since June 1945. 


aul Prouthel 


Yaul Rosenthal 


wh 
Syerh and tailor bed ta hiotove ue. hn eee day all ce eee 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


a 7a; 





I, Friedel KIES, being first duly sworn, make the 
following statement under oath. 


During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944, I was 
@ mamber of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company, lst Pioneer 
Battalion, LSSAH. 


Before the HIFEL offensive I think it was already in 
SATZVEY, Untersturmfuehrer SEITZ gave us Company in- 
structions in which he said the following: 


“Prisoners of war will not be made in this offensive." 


During the night from the 16th-17th December 194), we 
left the Bivouac area in the BLANKENHEIM woods ani drove 
into the offensive. 


We reached a big cross-road north of ENGELSDGF, in my 
estimation this cross-road was about 2-3 km distant from 
ENGELSDORF. 


I can remember that we turned left around a curve at 
this cross-road towards ENUELSDORF and that we topped in 
front of a pasture that was situated rizht of the road. 
We stopped on the right side of the road in front of this 
pasture at which I noticed that there were approximately 
50-40 apparently dead American prisoners of war lying on 
this pasture. I definitely remember to have seen one who 
still moved. 


We only stood there very shortly when Unterscharfuehrer 
BLVINER gave the order to the whole crew of our SPW to shoot 
av the wisoners, 


Pioneer JInASSEK, who was our Nos 1 M.G. gunner thereupon 
shot into the prisoners with his rear M.G, 


As far as I can remember no other men of our crew did any 
shooting. 


I also know of two other cases wereby imev ican prisoners 
o1 war were shot ana I myself participated on order of Unter- 
scharfuehrer BEVINER and Untersturmfuehrer SEITZ. 


It was on 19 December 14) around 3100 o'clock in the after- 
noon in STOUMONT. 


We were placed on guard when Unterscharfuehrer BEUTNiR 
passed us and gave me the order to came with him. We entered 
a house in which there was an American prisoner of war. I know 
that it was an American because I know their uniform, and know 
that it was a prisone: because he had the hands raised and his 





hands folded above his head. 


Unterscharfuehrer BEUTNER ordered me to lead the prisoner 
away and said to ma: 


"You know what you have to doe* And thereby gripped 
towards his pistole I went with the prisoner a few houses 
further away and then shot him down. I fired four to five 
shots at the prisoner, I still remember that the shots penetrat- 
ed the head and chest, The prisoner fell to the ground and did 
not move any more, therefore I am convinced that he was deade 
I returned to my guard post on security. 


The next shooting took place in the vicinity of the CP of 
the lst platoon of the 3rd Pz Pi Companye I went past this Op 
by chance, in front of which stood Untersturmfuehrer SEIU’Z and 
Sturmmann JOHANNSEN with two prisoners of war. Untersturmfuehrer 
SEITZ stopped me and gave JOHANNSEN and me the order to lead the 
two prisoners away and to shoot them. 


We went a few houses further and then shot the two prisoners. 
I would like to add that the two prisoners walked two to three 
meters with raised hands ahead of us, the hands folded behind 
their heads. 


At the shooting JOHANNSEN used his machine pistol and Ia 
38 pistol. I cannot remember any more how many shots we fired 
bus I know both of the American prisoners of war inmediately fell 
to the ground. We left both of the prisoners lying. I walked to 
the vehicles and JOHANNSEN to Untersturmfueher SEITZ. 


This above mentioned shooting also took place on the 19th 
Decembe:' 194). 


To illustrate the above statement I produced two sketches 
which I marked Exhivit "A" and “B" ana made part of my statement. 
Exhibit “A" shows the cross-roads near ENGELSDQHF. On this doou- 
ment is shown: 


le The crossroads. 2. The pasture with the shot American 
prisoners of war. 3. The road towards ENGELSDORF. 4. Our SPW. 
be The two other SPWs of our platoon. o. The SPW of Platoon 
Leader Unterscharfuehrer BOUINIR. 


Exhibit "5" shows the position of the house where I received 
the order from Unte:scharfuehrer BHJTNEX for the shooting of the 
prisones ana place where I shot him. On this sketch is shown: 


1. Houses of the village S:OUMONT, 2. Village streets, 
3e Field pathe 4. House near which we were placed on security. 
5« The place where the prisoners were shot. 6. The house in 
which the prisoner was and I received the orde: for the shooting. 


This statement consisting of five pages and two sketches 





were made by me of my own free will, uninfluenced by force, 
duress, or threats of punishment or promises o1 any kind. 


I swear by God, that the facts mentioned herein are true 
and I am prepared to repeat them under oath berore any court 
of justice. 


(signed) Friedel KIES 
Sturmmann 
26 March 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed to before 
me tpis 26th day of March 1946 at 
SCHWABLSGH HALL, GERWANY. 


(signed) WILLIAM kX. PERL, lst Lt. Mele 
0-555149 
Inves ti gator~ixeminer 
W.C.B. USFET 





le 
2e 
30 
4e 
5e 
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ToANSLALTION Os LiGEND ON EXHIBIT "a* 
TO AFYiDAVut OF 
Friedel KIES, Sturmmann 
Dated 26 March 1916 


The cross-roads 

The pasture with the shot American prisoners of ware 
The road towards ENGELSDORF 

Our SPW 

The two other SP Ws o1 our platoon 

The SPw of platoon leader Unterscharfuehrer BLJTNIR 


TRANSLATION OF LoGEny ON EXHIBIT *B* 
TO A¥FIvAVIT oF 
Friedel KIS, Sturmmann 


Daved 26 March 1946 


“ee euwee 


Houses of the village S1OUMON: 

Village streets 

Field path 

House near which we were placed 

The place where tne prisoners were shot 

‘he house in which the prisoners was and I received the 
order for the shooting. 





CASE NO, 6-24 


UNITED STATES VS, VALENTIN BERSIN ET AL 


(THE MALMEDY CASE) 


PROSECUTION EXHIBITS NO, 112 





2 TIPPER 





{ 


TOLL ati 








\ 


SOPOT 4ES ST | 





\ 


Ofoforaton: 





WiTNeSseDd: 
foot hic 
1 CMP 


Swan Yo Onl puBseceed 12 


Kelwe wo Hiro {ph doy yu 
Xo a® Siva ihk- rl, SPuupwy 
Ly C Bay X. ak 
(Ty ur o- SSS] 49 
Swe erle - RW 


Wc. Wag 





“i 


TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I George Millar igned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 6: 


33, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de p ud state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the 


Theo RAUH 


rman original of the statement of 


taken on 4 April. 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


before William R. Perl, let Lt., Mole 


consisting of © pages, into English 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as 


an expert 
Germa 


lish interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 
Ae German ic my native tongue. 


2e Iepent the first twenty years of my Life in Germany oni sent to 
elementary and secondery school there. 


+ I Game to the United States in 1928. 


4e I had two yeers of ongiien in secondary school in Germany. My other 
knowledge of .nglish hes been derived from study by myself. 


5+ J have been married for the past aix years to « British subject and 
peak sngiish continually ot home. My wife does not Speak German. 


6. I have been in the United States army ror the past 2=1/2 years, 


having been discharged in November 1945 and huve been employed by the sor 
Do,arteont ao @ Germaneinglish interpreter since January 1/6. 


oe dala 


Sworn and subscribed to hefore me this 2B day of fash FES 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 
le: Crimes Bran, 


. USFET 


ae I 
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t volunt 


harsh 


I sw before God 
ffidavit a Srue and 
oath berore any court. 


igned) 


Witnessed; 


Ralph SHUMACKIR 


Capt. CME 


sibed to before me 
April 1946 at 


William 4. PERL 

ist Lt. M.I. 0=-555149 
Investigetor-Examiner 
WCB USF 


orficer becar 


any 


Theo RAUH 
OS Rottenfushrer 


April 


194.6 


wn will 


id. 


time under 





THEO RA U H scans or suaann. 9 Oeing first duly 


epee nal under oat. 


sworn, grake the following 
Toh tee R O21 ¢ 
n 


wu Machdem ich erst recht- 
mdpig Cingeschworen wurde, \mudie die folgende Aus age unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same ALE. a 
TeMHARDT. mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated T Apail 19.40 


Die oblegn cw a Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen Kei Lay 
Aly) F grap 
1 mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 


aArold. 
Pr Cs af Ag. Td... 4 ‘.... 
Ye fa si 7 
First{Name (Vorname) Li t Name (Zuname) 
_H Rotten np POM. 


Rank (Bienstkrad) 


We All Gren Bagh LIM. 
Organization duri oe 9 iP fiinsive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn to land subscribed before me 
dey Oh... 4 
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1 Pr JF yy) 
CA scapt te cMlle 





QB siecmuno 
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THE... MAUL. . » being first daly 


eos make ly fo hak 41 sta‘emen; under oath 
Toh i RAUB ees nse machdem ich erst recht- 
mdpig ei hee wurde,( mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The -bove tw» photographs are photogrephs of the ees § 


SIEGMUND..............mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. Apréd..79 VE. 


a obigen zwei Ph sila en sind Photographien desselbigen.. Qs. Ran... Skis 
nits. Ye YY i mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
do tiert = 


ar Vorname) he Name (Zaname) 


Rank (Di pp ner laa 
CN elma JER Gssw. frag EAM. 
Organization during’ Eifel Offénsive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn to, nd subscribed before me_ this 
ABB bay Of sanunlhegouctaborchons 1946, 
> A 


fi = Ff A 
ZL Latbeashlé WL ae, 


Officet “administering oath 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


I George Miller 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Oswald SIEGMUND 
taken on 4 April 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany 


William R. Perl, lst Lt., M.I. 


hefore 
consisting of pages, into English. 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


le German is my native tongue. 


2. I spent the first twenty years of my life in Germany ani went to 
elementary and secondary school there. 


3. I cane to the United States in 1928. 


4. I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany. My other 
knowledge of Imglish has been derived from study by myself. 


5. I have been married for the past six years to a British subject and 
speak English continually at home. My wife does not speak German. 


6. I have been in the United States Army for the past 2«l1/2 years, 
having been discharged in November 1945 ana have been employed by the War 
Department as a German-English interpreter since January 1946. 


ad 


Sworii aiid dubdoribed:to: before ime this Ace. — dey. of 
at Schwibisch Hall, Germany. 


pod 





In the following night 
December 194), my vehicle vehicles of 
platoon stopped for Short time to awai arrival of 
vehicles driving further behind us. This was advance 
position before the y territory a short distance 2 LOSHEIM,. 
sion I dismounted my SPW and Hauptscharf. DEL explained 
dismounted the military situation 
confronted wit 
and alsc 
wording af Ha 


but its conten 


4 this 


v risoners as well as civilians. 
spoke much t fer than Oberstur 
tion not to take any 
clearer and expressed 


ke) On the 20th December 1 tat x the 
of day, althouw I imow that it was dayligt Te) in my 
the road from LA elelZk to SLOUMONT. approximately halfway 
mn LA GLEITGZE and YTOUMONT, about 10 to 12 American prisoners c 
wards us. All still had their steel helmets on and 
nds reised over their steel helmets, 


Seen from us they walked on 


or two pan Soldiers wal 
[he prisoners gave way unto 
road because the street was too narrow. Suddenly 
someone op fire on the prisoners. When I saw the others shoot, 
therefore dvew my pistol .08 and fired also into 
a prisoner who was about 10 meters away from a 
to the t I recalled the orders ven me by Obersturmfuechrer 
LOMEARD and jauptscharfuenrer HANDEL directly before the offens 
t 


The moment I shot at prisoner he was about to run towerds our 


risoners bad broken cut as the 


+ dies 





ntrva of c 
near LA GLLT as we > wounded. 
W urmfuehrer Georg FHEUSS who 
command 4 e luth Company III Armored, 2nd Pz. Grene 


LSoAH. 


I believe it was t noon time when 
came back to the C.P. from econnaisss 

risoners with ther his returning G 

soumanded by t =} wer of the LOti 

name of + Ot ck lehr 1y longer. 

about 24 1 atimet tall, dark hair, 
a longi rather prow fac : thly st t that tim 
wore c t A 
collar outside ami I could 
risoners of war re led 


t Jebe 


+ i the 0. 1t before that had 1 him in the 
10use. To my « fter half an hour, it ht have been 

or r less, @ led out of 0 
Ober arfuehrer ¥ t ight than in ASS d that 
in the a ile the x i had been i 0% i by Obersturmfushrer 
#nkUSS, The Oberscharfuchrer said he h ison are being 

10t by order of FHMUSS. Masche Masche says should hurry upe" 


"“Masche Masche" is an exp sion used very often by Obersturm- 
ueurer FREUSS and therefo Obersturmfuehrer FREUSSwas known under 
1¢ name of “"Masche, Masche." Thereupon I took my MePi, and went about 
50 meters into e woods with tnic Oberscharfuehrer and tw or three 
other men of the 10th compan: howeve u't kno Hereby the 
Oberscharfuehrer ordered the | or walk ahead in one row about 
two to ps & q 1 ¢qQ S placed hinse 
rison } 
ifs Prom the right and next to me walked the o 

ho wore time no steel heline 


r 
t 





jadn' 


ic 1. St 
Obersturmfuehrer 
5e Fore 


On t 


far I had no 
bumped o: lie "Quick, so we 
na is 


ucone i proposal 
racticing. J Lf did x 
enember the proposal, I 
it. we lined ur iso 


owed a space a 2 to 2} mters between each one, Then we 
placed ourselv ehind tt misoners as the prisoners stood with 
their backs towards us becaus i want to let them see when 


Wwe aimed at them L we had ty wit The followir 
ood in the firing squad behind t prisoner I, Rottf. Theo 


DuUTSCHKs , Lith Oo any <nd Pz. Gren Regt. LSSAH, ntti. Heins 
SCHilaHZ, llth Company 2nd Py. wlene negte LSSAH, Kottf. Arvid 
Vitlnvs Lloh Gompany 2nd Pz. Gren. H te LSSAE eo HAUH, 
llth GVompany, 2nd Pze Gren. negt. LSSAH. Furthermors, there were two 
r maybe three men from ano sd mpany present, whi ré also Panzer 
urenadisrs. However, I don't remember to which hey belonged, 
I myself stood between Kottf. VuLsuHass who st 20d to my left and nottr. 
Svilwnas wno stood to my right. DutevHns wasthe first one in line and 
fired first a shot at the American prisoner of war standing in front 
of him. I shot a® the second one at the prisoner standing in front of 
ms and novtf. Sulndns shoy after me. when it went quick in succession 
along the rest of ¢ line and one Ameri after the othe fell to t 
mund, hit. I didn't see the shooting of the others as e firing 
Squad was pretty far stretched apart (asida from DUISCHKE and SCiWARZ); 
by that I mean I had not seen as the others of the file of riflemen 
pull the trigger. However, I heard the shots and saw the prisoners of 
War posted in front of them collapse, The pisoner of waz standing in 
front of me and at Whose head I had fired the pistol s ots, was 
ubtlessly dead. After the Shooting 1 suepped over to the body and 
Saw precisely that I had hit the miadle of the back of the head, 

t risoners to the left and right of me 2 also dead, as I saw 
elf. I am certain that also th other prisoners (besides these 
three) were dead but I didn’ examine the boaies myself, r this 
ting I and nottf. SuHwAHZ rode to La GLEIZE as I was to repair an 

i have prepared two skntches of + locality. One of 
"epresents +t neval view of th 
LA ubelin, 


the 


execution and the 





followe 


belonged. 
assume tr 


led 


e fie 
to four ps in front 
ly more than one met 


The Unterscharfuehrer unknown to m slose behind me 
ed me lightly wi the elbow as an indication that we should 
vith the age Thereupon I started almost simultaneously 
T ai 


liers to shoot at pris 


d directly in fr 
walking furthest to 
was the one walking furthest to left. I 
pistol .08 which I aimed « One of 
don't know an 


herewith the 


men had a machine 
uard had, 
forward, 

y next to 
nad a hole, 


W 


wu as 
penetration wounds 
T 


ck of the head, 


ran blood. 


still remained 
something 
I went away t that he had 


Thereupon I left 
bodies. I don't know if y 7 ta 
Untexrscharfuehrer unimown to me said before 
to report the execution of the adder to the Cbersturmfuehror, Here 
he name of this Obe:sturmfushrer which sounded like 


hs also mentioned + 
"Kn Louk After I had ts0ned this nawe “KnIscH at the interro yition, 
was asked by e interrogation officer if-I knew by sight and by name 
officers of le tank regiment. I answered thay I would know S tandart- 
fiiive, And Sturmbannfuehrer PURpOuEKE, and also si 
I was asked if. I know the name "Ufklo." or an officer 
nd I answered "No." Today I wasconfronted with a prisoner 
and I was asked if I recognize in him the Obe:cturmfuehrer of the tank 
regiment who had given me this order in LA wuttut Tor the shooting. I 


enfuchr er 


Por ae 





t. LSSAH. 


ictured loc 


GLUT Ze. , to CHA 30 Di 
reet lea 7 to Unwls runic, 


Se How 


ootings 
following s 


k h of Decambe 

hours, I a barr near the castle marked 
with 33 S barracks was occupied by men of 
Det. of the l2th company II1 armored 2nd £ 
LSSaHe In this barracks in my presence it 

Charfuehrer Wu.atnlm had shot prisoners 

¢ know any more the number of jrisoners 
according to this report and also not any mors 
about ite However, out of t conversation + 
ZI could see i S generally known that Unter- 

Scharfuehrer MU.4Hoiu from the 12th Company IIT Armored 2nd 
Pa Gren Regt LSSaq had shot prisoners of war. 


be In march 1946, 1 was prisoner in the Uw Aan 

WSsovHEl) near Lins in Austria. The official name of +t 
Camp waS Camp “maurice y . in the camp there the 
untecscharfuehrer told me thet during the Bivus a fensive 
he together with Oberscharfuehrer Huliowniin of the 9th 
4rmored 2nd Panzer Gren. Hogt. L6SaH, had shot American 
prisoners,of war. The name,of this unterscherfuehrer is 
KINGHSCHWAGEX or K1UHiwouHAdia, or at least v ry Similar to these 
two names; He also belonged to th jth Armored 2nd Penzer Gren. 
Hegte LOoAH. ‘his unterscharfuehrer was in fenced-off part 
of € in the so-called 50min, and is there in the 

barracks to the ri shthand side of the entraice, There, 

sither a messenger or 8 lst Sergeant a he has some 

ar function, KinCHSUWAuin related to me the s ooving 

these prisoners of war, pfetty much in detail. He told me 

that he had been on reconnaissaice with BLIMssin and I believe 
it was near STOwQxi, surthermore he told me that he had taken 
prisoners of war at that times BLISSSNik and he, however, were 
Somehow cut aff and had shot the american prisoners of war to- 
gether befare they came back to use I dont know any more if 
KINCHSUHWAUEN hereby mentioned the number of the Americsens 
bumped af? by him. 


Se I was the first time in combat in this lescribed offensive. 
Before I never shot pisoners of and also would not 


have shot 





tement 


1reats, 


ame under 


SIiaiviw 


Witnessed; 


Raphael SHuMAvakiy 


Cm 


and subscribed to 
of April 1946 


a 
smany 


William R. EaxL 
ist Lt, MeI¥ 0-5551) 
Investigator -Examiner 


W.C.B, USFET 





LEGENDS EXTRACTED FROM STATIMENT 
or 
Oswald SIGMUND 
Dated 4 April 1946 at SchwAbisch Hall, Germany 


© * ~ 
EXHIBI: "A" 


Direction to SIOUMONT. 
Direction to LA GLEIZE, 
Panther driving in front of us. 
Our SPH, 
Fanther driving behind us. 
ShV.. 
American prisoners. 
(Extract from Page 2) 
* ” 
EXHIBIT "BY 


Street from LA GLEIZE to STOUMONT, 

House in which Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS was. 
Castle. 

Fath leading to the castle. 

Forest. 

Place of the execution. 

Page 3). 


EXHIBIY "0" 


Church in La GLEIZE. 
Street to CHENEUX, 
Street to TROIS PONTS, 
Street to STOUMONT, 
Forest covered hill. 
Forest covered hill. 
Parking place of our SPis. 
8. Place of execution. 
(Extract from Page 4) 
* * 


EXHIBIY "p* 


Direction to LA GLEIZE, 
Direction to STOUMONT, 
Forest. 
Parking place of our SPWs. 
Forest 
Ascending hill. 
Prisoners lined up in a row, 
Our firing line. 

(Extract from Page )) 

* . 


EXHIsIi *E* 


Street with village square in LA GLEIZE. 
Direction to OHENEUX, 
Direction to the orossing of street leading from 
to TROIS Pons, 
Church. 
Row of houses. 
C.P. of Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPUR, 
Place of shooting. 
Rottf. SCHWARZ' Spw, 
\\ 9» House in which I lived, 
| (Extract from Page 5) 


7 * 





TOMHAROT 
HEINZ 


1, LswAld ia Soe cumusumannnnan » Obing first daly 


vig make the CMO statement under oath; 
Toa Vsv) ALD... 4 \EG.M < sour Machdem ich erst recht- 
mdfig cingeschworen wur ND muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The «bo w rach © photogrophs of the same bhersluemfuehcer _ aie 
Hen. ewaRD mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated... APRIL 9b. 


" 
Die obiven zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen Ubersturnfuhren, 
HEINZ MHA von mir in meiner eidesstattlicten Aussage génannt, 


_UNTERSCHARFUHRE 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


UN le And Ze Leet LIN, 
Organization during’ Eifet Offapsive 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn to gnd Subscribed before e this 
iy 
LB" day of. Copal , 1946, 


v 


on te 


‘administer ring oat; 


Rank Arm or Service 





HENDEL 


<S 
= < HEINZ 
= 
: = 


—_ -—— 


Bina 
sworn, .ma 


Ich. ota? Feewiie Ne annum machdem ich erst recit- 


mipig eingeschworen wurde, mute die folgende ‘Aussage unter Eid 


. » being first duly 


The ebove two photographs are photographs of the same baupschaRlushRER 
Mb hi... EMRE M.....mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated... APALG....12 Klar 
ei Pic 


Mographien sind Photographien desselbigen Homptschorgihter 
weer von mir in meiner eidesstattiicien Aussage genannt, 
DRIL AA 


First P wyol ies Yast Name “(Zanamed) 


UNTER SCHARFURRER 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


Die obiven ow 
MAINE. HE 
l Wok 


datiert 


US la.dna Le, LLAN 
Organization durin, Eifel nsive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to_and subscribed before my this 


LEA toy v2 


¢. Y ad imintatering ° 


Lh ee Fae 


Service 





CASE NO. 6-24 


UNITED STATES VS. VALENTIN BERSIN ET AL 


(THE MALMEDY CASE) 


PROSECUTION EXHIBITS NO. 114 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


if George MILLin 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


ARVID FREIMUIH 


taken on at Schwiibiseh Hall, Germany, 


hefore 


consisting of 4... pages, into English, 
and 3 sketches 
1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


1. German is my native tongue. 

2. I spent the first_twenty years of my life in Germany and went to 
elementary and secondar® school there. 

3- I came to the United States in 1925. 

4. I had two years of Mnglish in secondary school in Germany. My other 
knowledge of English has been derived from study by myself, 

5e I have been mrried for the past six years to a British subject and 
speak English continually at home. My wife does not speak German. 

6. I have been in the U. S,. Army for the past 2-12 years, having been 
discharged in November 1945 and have been employed by the war Department as a 
German- aglish interpreter since January 1946. 


I, the deponent, further state that the statement of Arvid FREIMUIH is un- 
dated and that only pages I, II, III and IV bear the signature “Arvid FREIMUTH." 


I further make oath that three sketches numbered I, II and III, which were 


attached to the ll-page German statement at the time it was handed to me for 
translation, likewise bear the signature “Arvid FxiIMUTH." 


y 


heer. desler 
GEORGE MAZLI ER 


Ke 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this C262. rt st Mareh- SG ¢b 


at Schwibisch Hall, Germany. 





During the EIFEL offensive I have shot on three different 
occasions at prisoners of war orcivilians, namely twice at prisoners 
of war and once at two civilians. The first time I shot at two civilians 
between STAVELOT and LA GLEIZE ~ about 3 kiloneters behind STAVELOT, 


The next time I shot four or five rounds with my 0.8 pistol 
at two or three American prisoners of war from a distance of about 6 
meters. 


The third time I shot two out of a group of about 3 American 
prisoners of War, 


I state especially about these shootings the following: 


I was driver in the SPW which was commanded by Rottf.WITIWER. 
Shortly behind STAVBLOT we passed a house which was located on the right- 
hand side of the street, and two civilians worked in its garden, We 
Passed this hqyse on December 18,1944 at about noon. I stopped the SHI 
and fired five shots with my 0.8 pistol at the two civilians who worked 
in the garden, They were at that tim about 5 mters from my SM, To 
be able to shoot I stood up from my driver's seat so that I reached 
with the upper portion of my body out of the SPW, 


The two civiliens were of medium age, maybe 40-45 years old 

and were about to pick up the ground with spades. As we stopped, both 
of them came running towards our SMW, apparently to find out what we 
wanted. I aimed with my pistol and fired first two shots at the civilian 
who stood tc the left as seen from uw, Thereby I aimed at the heart 

and I saw how this man was hit and fell dead to the ground. Now the 
second one wanted to run away, which I concluded as he started to turn 
around, his hands extended horizontally, I aimed at his chest and shot 
and hit him on the side as I could see by his movements, This man still 
turned slowly around a little more showing me his back. As he was still 
standing up, yet apparently already hit and shaky, I shot a second shot 
in his back whereby I aimed at the left side of his back to hit the 
heart, Also this shot was a hit and this civilian fell like struck by 
lightning. I fired another shot at this man aiming at his head as he 
lay on the ground, 


Both civilians were doubtless dead immediately. 


The first one had reached for his heart, already after the 
first shat and while he did that I fired a second shot in his heart and 
I concluded and saw clearly from the manner they fell to the ground and 
lay there and also the parts of the body I hit, that both were dead, 


Inmediately after I had stopped shooting, Rottf WITTWER called 
to m, "Go on = we have no time", thereupon I drove on. 


The crew of my SPW consisted at that time of the following 
People: 


Rottf KURT WITTWER (Panzer Leader) 
Sturm,.OLAF JASSEN (Flack schutze II) 
® ‘OCK (Flack Schutze I) 
Rottf G HEINRICHS (S.D.G.) 
and I. 


No one except I shot at this occasions 


Prve~ EX IAF 


ole 





To make my statement better understood I myself have made a 
drawing and attach it to this statement, 


On this, Noele indicates the house on the right-hand side of 
the street( it had one story, was of bricks and brick-red). Nos2sindicates 
the garden fence, which was about 1 meter high and made out of wood 
Slats. No«3,. is the civilian who I shot first, Noehsis the civilian 
whom I shot right after. No.5. i tiie SPH, No.6. I, myself, in the SH. 

No. 7. is the garden. No.8. is the arrow which indicates our direction 
we drove. 


The first time I shot at American prisoners of war during 
this offensive, was in LA GLEIZE, on a wall near the church, This was 
on or about the 2lst December 1944, some afternoon I figure it was 
towards 3 o'clock. 


At this time, we just entered LA GIEIZE, I saw standing, at 
our right-hand side along the wall, about 20-25 American prisoners of 
war, They all wore American uniforms. As far as I remember, no one 
wore an overcoat; they wore the American field jackets, All had steel 
helmets and held their hands raised up abcve their steel helmets, All 
Americans were unarivd, The corner in which the American prisoners 
stood was a little off from the direction we were heading for. I rode 
to the prisoners as I saw the prisoners and stopped in front of them, 

I didn't start the shooting at this occasion. However, I drove up to 
the prisoners without the order to do so, because I was certain they 
were supposed to be shot, The moment I stopped about 5 meters in 
front of the prisoners, Rottf KURT WITTWER our Panzer Commander,started 
to shoot into the prisoners with his M.P. Thereupon I drew my own 0,8 
pistol and fired a whole magazine, 8 shots, into the American prisoners 
of war. I started to shoot maybe three seconds after WITIWER, for it 
took that length of time to shift gear and pulling the hand-brakes, My 
Pistol was ready for shooting, WITIWER hadn't given me the order to 
shoot at the prisoners nor had anybody else given m an order to do 
that. However, I saw WITTWER shoot and I just shot too,)I remained 
seated at this shooting because I had parked the SPW in such a posit- 
ion that I could shoot at the prisoners through the opening in front 
of me, 


When I started to shoot, the majority of prisoners stood 
still up and only a few had already fallen to the ground, after the 
first shots of WITIWER, I don't know how many prisoners cf wer I 
killed with these 8 shots, because also others from my SEW started 
to shoot right after me and soon thereafter everybody from my Panzer 
started to shoot and two other SHi's started to shoot at the prisoners, 
I can only recall the American who stood nearest my slit and at whose 
heart I aimed my first two shots and fired, He was of stout strong 
build, wore a field jacket with a zipper and had a belt on, but was 
unarmed. I saw this man fall forward under ny shots. 


I fired the next six shots into the bunch of the other 
Prisoners of war who were closely grouped together, of which a part were 
still standing up and one part lay already on the ground, All that 
happened very quick end I don't know any more at whom I fired these 
remaining six rounds, Solely the picture how this stout strong American 
standing nearest me collapsed after my first two shots is in my memory, 


I have prepared two drawings for better clarification of 
these shootings which I attach to this statement, 


The one with II indicated gives a general layout of the place 
of the shooting of these prisoners of war in LA GLEIZE, Number 1 on this 





drawing indicates the prisoners, No«2. the Church, No.3. the wall by 
which the prisoners of war Stoode Noe. is the school building which 
served a8 V.P. Noe5. is our SPW, No.b.RAU's Si, Noe7. direction arrow. 


Sketch Number III shows the same scene however in a smaller 
Scale, On this one Nosl. indicates the prisoners, No.2, the Church, 
Noe3s the wall ,Noe 4,our SPV. Noo5. I, myself, Nosb, WITIWER, Noe7s 
the prisoner at whom I shot first, No.8, direction arrow, 


This drawing (III) shows the position of my SPW was parked, 
a little diagonally at the farthest right side of the street, 


RAU's SPW I haven't represented any mre on this drawing as 
to uy estimation he stopped about 5 to 10 mters behind me, Shooting 
at the prisoners started also from RAU's SAY, while our SPW was still 
shooting. RAU's SPW began to shoot shortly after WITTWER had opened 
fire, at about the same time as I. 


Approximately 50 meters beforeI pulled my SPW on the side 
o f the road at the indicated place, several shots were fired some 
Place to the right from the SPW behind me (RAU's SH¥), The fire was 
not aimed at the prisoners we shot shortly before, I don't know if 
they were aimed at other prisoners, 


After a stop of about altogether three minutes,WITIWER said 
"Come on, let's go" and I started off. During these three minutes, with 
the exception of short intervals, there was continuous shooting into 
the Americans,with machine-guns, machine pistols, rifles and pistols, 
I my self, however, did not fire any more after my first eight rounds. 


I saw from my vehicle at this place, Rottf KURT WITTWER shoot 
into the prisoners, To my estimation he fired about 64 rounds, a 
magazine has 32 rounds, I saw him fire quite a lot and I kmow for 
certain that he once reloaded. I saw Sturmmann OLAF JASSEN at this 
Place fire several shots into the prisoners, In my estimation there 
were about 5 shots. 


I also heard someone else from my SPW shoot into the prisoners, 
As mich as I can recollect they were shots from an automatic rifle, 
later, the same day in the afternoon our Flack Schutze STOCK told me 
that he had also shot at the prisoners at the wall in Ls GLEIZE, I 
did not see STOCK shooting because I could only see WITTWER and JASSEN 
from my seat, HEINRICHS, SDG, did not shoot. I not only didn't hear 
it fire, I also know that he didn't have a weapon and he never part« 
icipated in shootings 


The next shooting of American prisoners of war in which I part- 
icipated was our sharpshooting at about 8 prisoners of war. 


m December 23rd 1944 we parked our SPW on a hill in the woods 
at the edge of La GLEIZE, We couldn't proceed at that time because we 
had run out of gasoline, It was during the morning and I was over at 

Rottf THEO DUISCHKE's SPW which was the vehicle of the company commander. 
While I was talking ‘to DUTSCHKE, DUTSCHKE said to me "Come on, we can 

bump off a few again," At the same time he pointed at about 8 American 
prisoners of war who stood about 40 mters away near the 10th Company. 
Until then I hadn't noticed the prisoners and apparently DUISCHKE only 
now also noticed them, as he said the above words to me, Thereupon we 
interrrupted our conversation and went over to the prisoners to shoot 
them, 


Untersch,GSWALD SIEGMIND already at about 5 meters distance 





Called to us as we cam closer to the Prisoners, "Faster, don't you want 
to participate 7" 


Now several men of the 10th Company asked two other men of the 
10th Company "What should we do with them ?* whereupon one of the two men 
who were asked answered "You can do with them what you want to * These 


two men of the 10th Company who had thusly asked, had apparently taken 
these prisoners, 


At that time the prisoners stood lined up facing us with their 
backs against the sloping terrain. They all wore American uniforms and 
again all had the steel helmet on, All held their hands about their heads 
and all were unarmed. Rottf THEO DUTSCHKE without an order being given 
was the first one to lift his rifle to aim at the prisoners, At this 
instance, Rottf HEINZ SCHWARZ, 11th Company, lst Platoon called "Wait a 
mouent, let's do a little sharpshooting,* 


To this proposal we started the sharpshooting at the Americans 
by bumping off one after the other and by each oneof us shooting at the 
prisoner we had placed us in front of, 


We stood in a row opposite the prisoners looking from the left 


to the right we stood as follows: Rottf THEO DUISCHKE withe rifle, I 
0.8 pistol, Untersch OSWALD SIEGMIND, Pistol, Rottf HEINZ SCHWARZ, M.Pi 





TRANSLA!'ION OF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT *I* 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
ARVID FREIMUTH 
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The house 

The garden fence 
lst Civilian 
2nd Civilian 
SPW 

I myself 

Garden 
Direction arrow 


TRANSLATION OF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT *II* 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
ARVID FREIMUTH 


The prisoners 

The church 

The wall 

The school (H.V.P.) 
Our SPW 

SPWoof RU 
Direction arrow 


TRANSLALION OF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT: *III* 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
AXVID FREIMUTH 
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Noe 1 Prisoners 

Noe 2 The church 

Noe 3 The wall 

Noe § Our SPV 

Noe 5 Direction arrow 

Noe 6 I myself 

He 7 #=WITTWER 

§o, 8 The prisoner I shot first. 
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TRANSLATION OF LavENy ON EaHInIT "1° 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I PAUL RITZ 


APO 63 


signed to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German ¢ nal of the statement of 


Rolf Roland REISER 
taken on 20 March 1046 at Schwibisch Hall, Germany 
helars WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt., M.I- 

SPREE AE Fo ca Retisint® English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


1. ty native too 
2e I have 

3. I atudiecc 

he I lived in 


Se I lived in the unr s from 19)0 until J 
with the american jrvy in way 1944. 


6 giaoe the ith of yobruary 296, I served as interpreter with tue 
Grimes tr LUSDAD Me Gornanye 


Caw Ke: BEE 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this LL sts, of MARCH LPFE 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


Jd 





I, Unversturmfuehrer ROLF ROLAND REISER was, during the 
EIFEL offensive in December 194) and January 1945, Adjutant of the lst 
Battalion, of the lst Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H. This assignment I started 
on the 19th December 1944 close to 3 o'clock in the morning near CHENEUX. 
Until Untersturmfuehrer FISCHER was wounded on 17 Deceniber 194), he was 
Adjutant of the lst Battalion. From the 17th December 1944 until my 
arrival from Germeny, Unterstwmfuehrer KURT KRAMM held the position of 
Adjutant provisionally. Until the 1jth December 1944, I was the platoon 
leader in the 4th Company of the lst SS Panzer Regiment which did not 
participate in the EIFEL offensive. On 1) December 1944 T was transferred 
to the lst Battalion where I reported on 19 December 194}, 


The only shooting of prisoners of war which I know about first 
hand, is the shooting of American prisoners of War at LA GLEIZE on 22nd 
or 23rd December 19hh. 


On this day I heard Oberstur mbannfuehrer MZIHER saying at 
the com mand post of the 1st battalion, to Sturmbannfuehrer PORTSCHKE, 
that he, FPETHER would have part of the priscners of war shot. PRIPER's 
words were either "I am going to have part of the prisoners of wer shot", 
or, "Of the prisoners of war I am going to have a part shot". 


About two or three minutes after Obersturmbannfuehrer PRIPER mace 
thie declaration, hes or Sturmbannfuehrer FOZTSCHKE, in the nresence of 
PRIPER, orcered Untersturmfuehrer HANS HENNECKE, that he, HENNECKE, should 
pass on to Obersturmfuehrer HUMPT, that RUMP! should send a shooting detail 
for the shooting of prisoners of war, 


I cannot remenber any more that I, myself, had received an 
order from Obersturmbannfuehrer PFEIFER or Sturmbannfuehrer POKISCHEE to 
gags on to HENNECKE the order that he too should send a shooting detail 
from his own ccmpany for the shooting of these prisoners of war. I also 
do not remember to have given such an order, 


I was told during the oval interrogation that Untersturmfuehrer 
HENNECKE claims that I had given himsuch an order (to furnish a shooting 
detail from his company), As these events happened 15 months ago, and, 
as things in this offensive took place which I naturally attached more 
importance to, and therefore remain better in my memory, I car only repeat 
that I cannot remember any longer, It is possible, however, that HENNECHE's 
claim as described above conforms with the facts. 


That the prisoners uf war were shot I know from a remark of 
Sturmbannfuehrer s@BTSCHKE. I was present a few hours after the above orders 
to shoot prisoners of war were given (it could also have been on the follow- 
ing dey) Sturmbannfuehrer POETISCHKE conversed with an American Major kept 
in confinement by us. The name of this Major was iacGown or similar, I 
have to admit that the manner in which this Major was treated stayed in 
my memory especially because it touched me comically as Obers turmbaonfuehrer 
FPEIPER and Sturmbannifuehrer FOETSCHKE took care of him and troubled them 
Selves, and talked to him as friends , while orders existed to have other 
Anerican prisoners shot, Apong other things, I revember shat this American 
Major inquired of PORISCHKE,where the other prisoners of war could be, I 
myself don't speak English. However I can remember that this question of 
the American Major was translated by ths interpreter into German and that 
PORTSCHKN4said in German "These prisoners were shot, but you don't tell 
him anything*, This conversation between the American Major and Sturm 
bannfuehrer FORTSCHKE took place also at the command post of the lst Battalion, 
and as I have already stated, a few hours later or the following day, after 





the issuance of tue order described at the beginning of my statement for 
the shooting of American prisoners of war. 


We all talked at that time ebout 'prisoners'. However,only 
American prisoners vere meant as we didn't have any others and then we 
only fought against the Americans at that time. 


@ the 23rd or 24th December 194), anyhow, after the issuance of 
the above orders, I saw in LA GLBSIZE about 60-70 meters left and behind 
of the school house in a gully the corpses of 10#15 American prisoners 
who had been shot. I am not sure however, about this number- it could have 
been more or also less, Fron the manner in which these corpses were lying 
together in a pile, it could be concluded it was that they were prisoners 
of war who had been shot, 


To better understand my statement I have made up three 
oketches which I have marked, I, II, and III. Noel wives the general 
lay-out of the position of the command post in LA GLEIZE and the location 
where I saw th: prisoners of war thet had been shot. On this drawing 
which I have marked I, No.l means the Church, No.2 Cormand Fost of the 
let Sattalion and of the Ist Company, 3 and 4 mean roads which join 
later on leading to STOUMONT, No} is the roed to SPAH, No.6 the pile of 
prisoners of war that had been shot, No.7 Rising terrain, No.8 hedge with 
some trees, Noe way to FERME VERIMONT, 


GM sketch NoeII, I have shown the command post at the tims 
at which the order for the shooting of prisoners of war was given to 
HENNECKE, this drawing which I have marked No.sII, Noel means command 
post of the Ist battalion, Noe2 means conmand post of the 1st company, 
No.3 means the staircase from the cellar, Nos 4 and 5 mean the doors,No.6 
is a window, Noe7 is a table at which I sat, Noe 8 the chair on which I 
Sat, No.9 the place where Untersturmfuehrer HENNECKE was No.l0O the place 
where Obersturmbannfuelirer ‘ZI+2R(Commander of the Armored Group) was, 
Noell the place where Sturmbamfuehrer POETSCHKE was, Noel2 a table No.l3 
means a cleeping room, No.l a stove. 


On sketch NosIII I have shown the command post at the time 
when Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE and the American Major carried on the 
conversation mentioned in ny statement, in which the Major inquired 
about the fate of the prisoners of war, On this drawing which I have 
marked NosIII, No«l means Command post of the lst Battalion, Nose2 means 
the command post of the lst compeny, Noe3 the Sstair-cacse leading upwards, 
Nosh Door, Nos5 Door, Noeé Table, Noe7. a window, No.8 stove, No.9 a 
sleeping Place, NoslO Table, Noell position of the Aperican Majors Noel? 
position of Sturmbannfuehrer FOETSCHI®, No.13 position of the interpreter, 
Noel place where I was myself, Noel5 other German officers or soldiers, 


I have made this statement ‘voluntarily and of my own frees 
will uninfluenced by force, threats, or harsh treatment, or uninfluenced 
by promises of any kind. I swear to God thet the facts which I steted 
in this affidavit are true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath 
before any court of justice. 


(signed) ROLF ROLAND REISER 
SS Untersturmfuehrer - 20 March 1914, 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 20th March 1946 Witnessed in the presence of; 
at SCHWABISCH HALL,Germany. NMOFRIS ELOWITZ 
WILLIAM R. PERL,lst LteMels eas laa 
0-5551496 
Investigator -Examiner W.C.B.USTET 
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TRANSLATICN OF LEGEND TO SKETCH NO, I DRAWN BY UNTERSTURMFUEHRER 


ROLF ROLAND REISER - Showing LA GLEIZE, 


1, CHURCH 


2 COMVAND POST Ist Battalion and let Company 


30) 
4e)Street to STOUMNT 


5« Road to SPAH 


6. Prisoners of war who were shot, 


7» Rising Terrain 


8, Hedge with some trees 


9. Way to FERME VERIMONT 





TRANSLATION OF LEGEND TO SKETCH NUMBERED II DRAWN BY 


Untersturmfuehrer ROLF ROLAND REISER, showing the 


Command Fost in LA GLEIZE, 


1. Command Post lst Battalion 


2~e Command Post Ist Company 


3. Staircase 


8. Untersturmfuehrer REISER 


9s HENNECKE 


10,0bers turimbannfuehrer HRIPER 


11Sturmbannfuehrer POE ISCHKE 


12,Table 


13,Sleeping Place 


14,Stove 





TRANSLATION OF 
LEGEND TO SKETCH NUMBER III, DRAWN BY Unters turmfuehrer 


ROLF ROLAND REISER, showing the C.P. in IA GIEIZE, 


LEGEND 


Command Fost 1st Battalion 


2. Command post lst Company 


34 Staircase 


4. Door 


5+ Door 


6. Table 


7 Window 


8, Stove 


9» Sleeping place 


10.Table 


11. position of American Major 


" Sturmbannfuehrer PORISCHIE 


" Interpreter 


“ Untersturmfuehrer REISER 


15,Others rested there also, 
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make vy. 
I KOLF ROLAND 


» nacidem ich erst recit- 
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The_above two p 


ie hotographs are photographs of the same OBER STURM BANNFEVEYR ER 
If Wi id We 


sommatentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. 2.0. MARGH.19¢b« 


pel Photograph'en sind Photographien desselbigen OBE 8 STORY BAVYFUARER 
ER . vor mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 


ra |: 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


wn UMTERS TURN BARRE, 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


WAS $s Fe Reet, $$ AM. 
Organization daring Eifel Offensive 


Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn top and aubscribed before me this 


day of... 


Officdc/administering oath 


Arm or Service 





RUMPF 
ERICH 


WyFO Eine QLEN Ord reniesenennnrrienininen wu. » being first daly 


1H RE ry ve OR OP ANS REE greet Koad 


Paenvrrnews » nachdem ich erst recht- 
mapig siren cee wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unier Eid 


The_above two photographs are photographs of the same_@SERSTURMFUENHKRER 
wl AAA ELE... mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated.£.0..MABEM. ADE. 


obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen.“é OBE RSTURM FUEHRER 
UM PE. cou. Von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Anssage genannt, » Pp 
datiert... 29. MARZ 4946: ‘ 
Ml 


eq 
ys 
Pt Retard Kerra 
"First Name ( Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 
$$ - UNTER STURM FUMRER 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


RIS ss /2. Resi. he eae AH 
Organization during Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn ld subscribed before me this 
{- . day Of.,.....& Coc » 1946, 
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x 
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we 4 
Let tidak Meti baat 


Officer administering oath 


Arm or Service 





le HENNECKE 
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miipig eingeschworen wurde, mucie die folgende “Aussage | unter Eid 


The cbove two photographs are photogrophs of the same. UNTERSTYRMFUYEHRER 
HANS... HENNECKE mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated..A.R..LIAROH MD. 


Die obiven 2 ‘votograph’en sind Photographien desselbigen 
HANS HENNECKE von mir in meiner eidesstattliche 
datiert 


"First Name ( Vorname) Last Name (Zuname) 


___JS- UNTERSTURNFUHRER 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


LS $5 Fz. Rest, ASS AH 
Organization during Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 


51d 
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Arm or Service 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


\, @RORGE MLIZR assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English lation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Hans GRUHLE 
29 March 1946 at Schwitbiach Hall, Germany, 
RAPHASL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


taken on 
hefore 
consisting of «2 pages, into English. 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


1, German is ny native tongue. 


2. I spent the first twenty years of uy life in Germany and went 
to elemntery and secondary school there, 


3e I cam to the United States in 1928. 


he IT had two years of Enghish in secondary school in Germany.ly 
other knowledge of Inglish has been derived from study by myself. 


5e I*ve been married for the past six yeare to a British subject 
and speck English continually at hom. My wife does not speak GERMAN. 


6. I have been in the United Stetea Army for the past 2=1/2 years, 
having been discharged in November 19)5 and have been employed by the 
War Department es « German-Inglish interpreter sinee January 1946. 


HMeocye be helt dow Lid 


MURR 
2 LA#L 


AS yphabeRemachies 


Swoen: and subscribied'to before me this me—.— day of 


at Schwiibisel Hall, Germany. 





I, Hans GRUHIE, after being 
Statement under oath; 


On 2 December 194), to my recollection this 
Hauptscharfuehrer PIDUN of the first battalion, came in the lat 
afternoon hours, I believe it was ebout 1600 or 1700 hours, to the 
cellar of the regimental C.P. in JA GLEIZE, and inquired about the 
C.P. DIEFENTHWAL's, III.s/2 because he didn't know it. 


I didn't ask about thismi on but gave the Ssenger on duty 
who sat on the stairs leading io the cellar, I be e it was 


Unterscharfuehrer FROEHLICH, the order to show the way. 


the SS 
Whether the messenger accompanied PIDUN to the C.P. or only 

pointed him out the C,P, from the street only, is not known to me, 
This statement consists of two pages, and was made by me 

voluntarily, uninfluenced by duress, harsh treatment, threets or 


promises of any kind, 


I swear to God that this etatement which I mace here is true 
and am prepared to repeat same before any court of justice, 


(signed) Hans GRUHLE 
29 March 1946, 
Sworn to md subscribed before me this 29th 
day of March 1946, at SCHWABISCH HALL, Ger. 


RAFHAEL SHUWACKER 
Capt. CMP. 
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TRANSLATOR’'S AFFIDAVIT 


ij tents 
I JOSerH KiscHaauy assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate ee of the a of the statement of 


taken on b at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


aa , Cyd CHP 


consisting of pages, into English, 
and 1 sketch 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


le My native tongue is German. 


26 I ee —— through study of th language for in High School 
One your in « ge y Q 3 5 1 VI . 
po Olsege, and eight months of evening clesses, all in VInNN, 


Z have spoken Hagiish continuous: 19 
t sh ec Sly since September 19399 when Ie 
the United States. In September of 1942 I Joined the United Staion demas 


april 1945, 1 attended the Ipy 
usted by the Militery Intelligence 


Sere mane oe 1945_ I served Continuously as an [pw 
jo tr » which capacity I was Gonstanthy mguired rans. 
Gorman inte “nglish, and vice versa, _— + — 


Since January 1946, I have been essigned to the war ¢ KA 
' ar Crimes Branch ey.) 
UeS.FoU.T, as o civilian Gorman-inglish interpreter. sig A 


tA Na 
Swors:aod aubscribei to before me this 2. day of Fire (960 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


lt MIA) Joh * Crimes Branch AUSFET 
. By re 





In the afternoon o@ 22 or 23 December 1944, I shot 
on order an American prisoner of wer in LA GEIZE, BELGIUM. 
I was, in the afternoon of this day, the exact hour I can't 
state any more, at the CP of the 2m platoon (K.W.K.) of the 
12th company, 3rd battalion, 2nd regiment, LSSAH. 


The COP was in a laundry roam. In the same room were 
Oberscharfuehrer Paul PFALZER (Platoon leader of the 2nd 
platoon), further Unterscharfuehrer Anton MOxTZHEIM, Unter- 
scharfuehrer RICHTER and Unterscharfuehrer HAENDEL. or Unter- 
scharfuehrer HAEHNEL. Suddenly I heard the yell, *Bump them 
off"; then I looked out of the window, 


I then saw, near the house, which was to the side behind 
our house, three American prisoners of war walking along the 
wall. I knew they were American prisoners of war because they 
wore American uniforms and all three had their arms raised to 
their heads. The Americans did not carry any weapons. They 
walked slowly at normal walking-pace. About five to eight 
meters behind them walked a German entry as guard. The German 
sentry carried a weapon, either a M.P. or a rifle in the hand, 
ready to fire. 


I, myself, have prepared a sketch of the localities and 
attach it to this statement. 


The prisoners (on the sketch marked as 8, 9 and 10) were 
just near the door of the house as I saw them. 


Upon the shoutings, "Bump them off", I tock my American 
pistol and loaded it, by pulling the slide back quickiy. I 
aimed at the prisoner who walked in the center as indicated 
on the sketch as number 9. Unterscharfuehrer SCHWAMBACH 
stoed in the door and I stood at the broken window. SCHWAMBACH 
and I started to shoot about the mme time. SCHWAMBACH obviously 
fired with the M.P. at the man, who is marked on my sketch with 
number 8. The reason I assume that is because I saw how number 
8 was hit and collapsed. Nobody besides me and SCHWAMBACH fired 
and I only shot at the prisoner who is marked with number 9¢ 
The American with mmber 10 on this sketch ran into the house 
and I do not know what happened to him later on. 


My magazine, which was full before the shooting, I 
emptied on the American who is represented on my sketch with 
number 9. Right after one or two shots, the hit prisoner number 
9 sank to his kmees. I continued firing at him until my maga- 
zine was empty. 


When I had emptied my magazine I saw the German sentry at 
the house corner, and as werything happened very quickly I 
assume that he bad walked about 5 to 8 meters behind the 
prisoners. Immediately thereafter I walked to the dead, in 
order to investigate whether they were actually dead. The 
man shot by SCHWAMBACH had several penetrations in the heads 
The prisoner who I shot had one through the heart, and one 
penetration through the head. The bullet which went through 
the heart had an opming just underneath the left shoulder 
blade, the head penetration came from behind and had penetrated 
directly underneath the steel helmet, The American who was shot 
by me was most likely hit by other bullets, 


el - 





any more attention to it as I only wanted to establish the 

fact whether he was dead or whether a shot of mercy was re- 
quired, Both Americans, the one marked with number 8, as 

well as the one with number 9« were dead. I have seen many dead 
on previous occasions and I can recognize whether samebody is 
dead or not. A mercy shot was not necessary any more. 


Who had shouted at this occasion “bump them off" I don't 
know any more. I also didn't know then who had yelled, 


I saw and knew that those three Amevicans were prisoners 
or war, but I shot at those or to be exact, at prisoner of war 
number 9, because several voices demanded it, and because of 
the general order relative to prisoners given us by our company 
commander, Hauptscharfuehrer Jochen THILLE. 


The distace on my sketch from number 4 to number 9 is 
about 4 to 5 meters, 


The laundry room number 2 was only small, not longer than 
our tanks 


I make this statement consisting of 5 pages ani 1 sketch, 


voluntarily, out of my own free will, without coercion, threats 
or pramises of reward, 


(signed) Axel RODENBURG 
25 Feb 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed 
before me this 25th day 
of February 1946 at 
SCHWABISCH HALL, GER. 


(signed) Raphael SHUMACKIR 
Capt COMP 





SKETCH DRAWN SY AXEL RODENBURG, 25th FEB 1946 SHOWING 
LOCALITY OF THE SHOOTING OF AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR 
IN La GLEIZE. 
LEGEND; 

l. My tank. 

2. Laundry, situated separately. 

3. Window. 

4. Door, 

5+ Staircase leading into the seller, 

6. Farmer's house, 


7. Attached shed, 


8, 9, 10. Prisoners as they were when I first saw then, 


11. German guard, 


12. House entrance, 


(Signed) Axel RODENBURG 
25 Feb. 19h6 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


1, Nalter A.Hart assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Rudolf SCHWAMBACH 

taken on 11. APRIL.19)6 at Schwiibiseh Hall, Germany, 

hefore WILLIAM.R..PRRL..1st..Lt, Mel. 


consisting of 5 ageg. into English, 
ond 1 aeateh. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and E h fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


le % native tongue is German, 
2. I Studied English for seven years in school in Serlin,Germany. 


3e I lived in Ingiani fron 1935 te 1937 and in the United States 
from 1937 to 1944. 


4e From March 1944 to November 2945, 1 served om an interpreter 
wita the office of Militery Governments 


5» Since 3 December 1945 I have been essigned to the Var Crimes 
Brench,U.S.F.I.T. a8 « civilian Germwen-Fnglish interpreter, 


QA es 
WALTER A. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this .&-*-. day of 
at Schwibisch Hall, Germany. 
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Witnessed, 


Raphael SHUMACKER 


r Chir 





C) 
RODENBURG , 


AXEL 


Iw adobe... SCHAMA BA GA cnn 


sworn, make the following statement under oath: 


Tch_/ om ha nachdem ich erst recht- 
mapig eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


» being first daly 


The cbove two photographs are photogrophs of the same Hellen fuchnel Axe 
A AMEM. BIER Gorrie meniigee by me in my affidavit, dated..7% Aeril 294%6.....0 
* 


a obigen zwei preapihien sind Photographien desselbigen JiottentiArec 
PCPT YES We: val _.. von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genanat, 


datiert A1Aptik 44 at 8 — . (i. 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zuname) 


” 
A Moterschortuhrer 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


ASG tad Z. ik i (L4H. 
Organization durii Eifel 'ensive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
ses tg.,and subscribed bef re, this 
5th day of...... psa faves 1946. 


Offi yA administer. oath 


L ie. Kail 
ie 









HEADQUARTERS 
7708 WAR CLIMES GROUP 
SUKOPEAN COMMAND 
APO 407 


23 April 1948 


SUBJECT; ‘Transmittal of Prosecution lxhibits 
TO 


t Judge Advocate, Suropean Command, APO 757, US Army 
ATTENTION: Col, BRESHR 


orwarded herewith are two photostat copies of four 
volumes of prosecution exhibits (Nos,: 96-998, 101-1078, 
108-1188 and 119-155) in the MALMEDY Cage, (Case No, 6-24) 


FO T £ DEPUTY JUDGE ADVOCATE For WAR CRIMES: 


JOSEPH , CROCKET?T 
Major, USAF 


8 Inele: Chief, Recorde Conter 
2 Fhotostet copies of 


4 volumes (Case Ho, 6-24) 


Telephone MUNICH MILITARY 4-438, 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I deorge Hiller assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Ginther WEIS 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having bee 


taken on 12 April 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


hefore Raphael Shumacker, Capt... CMP 
consisting of pages, into English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


il. jerman is my native tongue. 


2. i spent the first twenty years of my life in Germany and 
went to elementary and secondary school there. 


3. I came to the United States in 1928. 


4. I bad two years of English in secondary school in Germany. 
My other knowledge of Mmelish has been derive’ from atudy by myself. 


5. I have been married for the past six years to a &ritish 


subject and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 
Speak German. 


6. I have been in the United States Army for the past 2-1/2 
years, baving been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed 


by the War Department as 4 German-English interpreter since January 
1946. 


eel 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 0467... day of 
at Schwithiach Hall, Germany. 





I, Sturmmenn Gunther WEIS, being duly sworn make the follow- 
i ng statement under oath: 


In December 194), at the time of the EIFEL offensive, I was 
@ member of the 2nd platoon, 12th company, III battalion, 2nd SS 
Pu Grenadier Regiment, ISSAH. 


I was gun commander of a KWK+SP¥ (self propelled gun: Trans 


note) . 


My platoon leader was Oberscharfuehrer PFALZER, My company 
commander was Hauptscharfuehrer Joachim THIELE, 


On 22 December 1944, my platoon was in LA GIEIZE . In the 
afternoon we received heavy artillery fire and between 3 to o'clock 
in the afternoon I shot at an American prisoner of war. I have prepared 
a sketch and attached it hereto, It shows the spot where I stood and 
where the American prisoners of war walked when the shooting took 
P lace, I stood at the spot indicated by number on my sketch and Ober- 
scharfuehrer VOGT, company troopleader, stood at the spot indicated 
by number 5. At the other side of the street I noticed three American 
prisoners of war who cam aramdthe corner of the house, I knew they 
were Americans because they wre American uniforms; as far as I could 
see they carried no weapons, and as I recall now,they had their hands 
either over their helmets or behind their heads. They walked fast 
and I could see that they were prisoners of war on account of the 
manner they held their hands and on account of the fact that they carried 
no weapons. Several voices shouted "Here they come, bump them off", 

I brought at once my M,Pi into firing position and aimed at the American 
prisoner of war indicated by number 3 on my sketch, I fired aburet 
with my M.Pi which consisted of 6 to 7 shots, I knew that I hit the 
prisoner with the burst of ny M,Pi because he staggered forward exactly 
as @ man does who is shot at. Icannot say where I hit him. The 
prisoner stumbled forward when I shot at him, I didn't see him slump 

to the ground because at this moment there was M,G.fire to my left 

and I concentrated my entire attention in this direction, I also didn't 
see what happened to the other two American prisoners of war, Later, 
when I had a chance to look tack again, I sawa lot of German soldiers 
who walked around at this place and I saw none of the American prisoners 
of war lying at the place where they were when I shot at one of them,I 
recall that other German soldiers shot at the American prismers of war 
at the time I shot at the Amrican prisoner of war , but I now don't 
recall any more who those soldiers were or where they stood, The only 
one whom I recall with certainty is Oberscharfuehrer VOGT who stood 
nearby as I described before, but he didn't shoot, It is possibje,but 
I am not sure that he was one of them who shouted "Here they come,bump 
them off", I don't recall if Uscha.Rudolf SCHWAMBACH or Rttf Axel 
RODENBURG stood nearby and also shot st the prisoners of war, but it is 
possible that they shot, To-day I don't recall too clear any mre the 
exact incidents of this shooting as I have described it because I was 
seriously wounded at Christmas time and was then taken prisoner, 


I estimate the distance at about 8 meters between the two spots 
where I stood when I shot at the prisoners and the spot where the prison- 
ers of war walked. 


I make this statemnt consisting of three pages and one sketch 
voluntarily without force, threats or promises of reward. 


Gunther WEIS 
12 April 1946 
Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 12th day of April 1946 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Gers 


RAPHAEL SHUMA CKER 
CAPT COMP 














TRANSLATION TO LEGEND ON 
SKETCH DRAWN BY Strm,Gynther Weis 


dated 12 April 1946. 


SKETCH OF LA GLEIZE which shows the spot where I shot 


an American prisoner of war. 


1, 2, 3, American prisoners of war 


4 Place where I stood 


Place where Oberschf, VOGT stood, 
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| TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT | 


L Walter A. Hart 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Werner KUEHN 


taken on 29 March 1946 at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany, a 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


hefore 


consisting of — i pages: duty, English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


1. My native tongue is German. 


2. I studied English for sevem years in school in Berlin, 
Germany. 


3- I lived in Mngland from 1935 to 1937 and in the United 
States from 1937 tol . 


4, From March 1944 to November 1945, I served as an interpreter 
with the office of Military Government. 


5+ Since 3 December 1945 I have been assigned to the War 
Crimes Branch, U.S.F.E.T. as a civilian German-English interpreter, 


Walter A. Hart 


acl 


Bw ord anil sullectlbed:to before me (hie cee day of 
wt Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 








attached it 
nt. In 
officer of 
Obers turmfuchrer 
to remov 








account o y 
(1) on my sketch 
mer 1544. After 
er I occupiec with my Sondergruppe the house marked 
on ny sketch, to wait th for further orders. 
marked number (2) on my s ch around noon time 
1944. When I “4 the house just mentioned, there were about b 
Belgian male ci ns, about 3 women, and 2 infants assembled in the 
living room. urity reasons and to have billets for ny n at 
the same time, I wanted to get tho civilians out of the house, 
civilians begged me to be allowed to remain in the house, as it was 
their house, Thereupon, I asked who did not belong to the house,where 
upon the civilians pointed to a young man of about 25=3u years of ag 
This man wore a yellow se and at once arounsed the suspicion in me 
of being a spy or partisan. Shortly after, still other Gerzen soldiers 
calm into the room, In the room there were an SS Hauptsturmfuebrer, 
a Hauptscharfuehre and some soldiers whose names or unit I do not 
know, I am eure, 3 Untersturmfuehrer KAUFIANN of the 
Sondergruppe was present, the arrival of iy comra » I loudly 
and distinctly meade the remark, pointing to the man arousing suspicion 
"This is certainly a spy or partisan", About an how later, a Ge 
soldier came into the room and said "Belgien civilians are standing 
outside who are to be shot $ ". One of the officers or men I do not 
know his name, aSked where this was going to heppen, and the answer 

was here,Somewhere below in the brook bed", Before the mentioned 
incident took place, Idemanded from this civilian who wore the yellow 
scarf, that he should bring a bucket of water. He did not react in 

any way to my demand,which I still repeated twice, end remained sitting 
in an indifferent attitude, after it was known to all Gerian soldiers 
present in the roo, that Belgian civ ans were to be shot outside,I 
made the remark in the room aloud "This man with the yellow scarf should 
really also be shot", Though I did not give this order to any of the 
soldiers present personally, the Selgian civilian, who wore the yellow 
scarf, was led outside by a German soldier, who had heard my remark, 
*This man with the yellow séarf should really also be shot *. The same 
time the civilian was led out of the house by a German soldier, I went 
into tha kitchen and saw both leaving the house, The further fate of 
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initiative 


ened) Werner KUEHN 
SS Unters turmfuehrer 
30 March 191.6, 


Sworn to and subscribed before m this 
30tn day of March 1946 at Schwabisch Hall, 


Ger. 





TRANSLATION T SND OF SKETCH DRAW 


SS Untersturmfuehrer Werner 


30 Warch 19465 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


, 
I ™ a Prone = assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, haying been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the stat 


OTTO WICHMANN 


nent of 





taken on 28 Decembs 





hefore WILLIAM R. OF é ’ f.I. } 
awd 2 SkéeTches | 2 


consisting of 46. pagesginto English. 





ntly and am fully qualified as an expert 





1. Native tongue is German. 





2. { have spoken English for twenty years. 
36 [ studied English for five y in ack *, Austria. 
4. {lived in Sneland from 1030-31 and in 





5. [ lived in the United tates from Sept 1940 until 
I left the United States with the American Army tn July of 1944. 

6. rom February 1943 to July 1944 { wus an instructor in the 
[PW section of the Military Intelligence Trainin Center, Cag itechie, 
aryland, and after comins overseas I have cortir ued to serve as an 
interrogstor of prisoners and suspects, in a capacity which always 
involved translation from German to Lnglish and vice versa. 








wth 
Yes Lot Ltey Mol. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 74 day of puracek FKL 


at Schwiibisch Hall. Germany. 


far Crimes Branch/ USFET 





I, OfTO WICHMANN, SSUnterscharfuchrer, make the following 
Statement truthfully and write it down in my own handwriting. 


I was born on March 18th 1920 in ESCHENWALDE KREIS ORTENSBUHG, 


I am a butcher by traue but I entered the SS voluntarily slready 
in 1938. 


I admit having shot and killed an American prisoner o: war 
during the EIVEL-OFFsNSIVE in the last two days of the year 1944 
or the first tour days of the year 1945¢ I did that under orders 
oft Sturmbannfuebrer DR. SICK and Standartenfuehrer PEIPHK. 


T am ool-Weapons Sergeant of the HQ Company of the ist SS 


Panzer Hegiment of which I was a member since its inauguration 
in 1942. 


At the turn of the years 1944-1945 -- I can"t fix the date more 
exactly than I did avove -. I was busy cleaning a cow stable near 
the Chateau PxTTT-THIMRSin order to arrange living quarters. The 
Sctavle was about 300 meters away from the castle. I don't know any 
more where the village PETiT-THIIRS was Situated. Near me in the 
Stable stood four comrades ,but I recall only the name of one of them, 
Sturmmann KiNvALT, whose firsi name Ido not know, HINFALT was 


wounded one or two weeks after the incident described herein, and I 
never heard of him any more, 


One morning, it must have been about ten or eleven otclock, I 
saw, asI looked through the open door of the stable, an American 
soldier staggering rather than walking out of the wood, 


I walked towards him and my comrades shouted at me; “Otto, take 
the pistol with you." I replied: "This one doesn't do anybody any 


more harm." I meant to Say that the American was too exhausted to 
be dangerous, 


The American had an Amer 
field jacket, which was of the 


he had one of the heavy American woolen mufflers, and he wore the 


ar American Army uniform, I couldntt 
See what kina of shoes he wore ‘ 


The American was too weak to walk, 
the shoulders and thus Supporting him fr 
the regimental Cp, 


SINFALT and I took him unaer 
‘om both sides, we led him to 


day berore, However, one had not been cap 
the wood, he did not Surrender, but on the 
comrades, These members of the Wehrmacht 

Said the man whom they did not capture had 


Similar one, They did not ask the 





I replied, the man is 


&@ prisoner of th, 
to my CP, Sol did, . 


SS and I am bringing him 


The regimentel CP was located in the castle which was called 
Castle ox PETIT-THIGNS, or at least, that's what we called it. 


First I had Sturmmann EINFALT waiting with the prisoner in front 
or the Kommandeur's door. Then I knocked at the door. As the orders 
demand, I opened the dom only very slightly and requested to be ad- 
mitted. A voice said that I could enter, but I cannot recall whose 
voice it was. 


I stepped vefore the Kommandeur and reported to him that I had a 
prisoner of war. At the same time I said that I had captured him 
near the stable and that he had come out of the wood there with his 
hands vaised. The Kommandeur told me at thats "Bring him in." 


If I speak of "Kommanaeur" I mean, of course, the Regimental 
Commander, Standartenfuehrer PEIPER. Whenever we spoke of 
"Kommanieur", Standartenfuehrer PEIP:R wes meant by it. 


I then brouht the prisoner into the room of the Kamandeur, I 
hed Sturmmann ELNFALT wait outside. 


After I led the American in I reported to Standartenfuehrer 
PEIPER the remarks of the members of the Wehrmacht. Ian absolutely 
certain that I did not mention the supposed name of this American 
who did not let himself be captured by the Wehrmacht. 


The room was approximately 5 steps long and 5 steps wide. I 
myself have made a sketch of this room and am attaching it to this 
statement. On this sketch, number 1 means the position of Standart- 
enfuehrer PEIPEX, who was sitting on a chair in front of the table. 
He sat at first with his back towards the door but he then moved his 
chair to the side in such a manner that he had the American diagonal- 
ly to his left and he faced Sturmbannfuehrer SICKEL, who was sitting 
on the corner of the couch opposite him. This way Sturmbannfuehrer 
SiCKuL and standartenfuehrer PEIPEX sat facing each other. The 
prisoner stooa more or less between the two named officers (Standarten- 
fuehrer PEIPER and sturmbeinfuehrer SICKiL) but in such a manner that 
he did not impair their vision of each other. 


The room was not large and thus the prisoner stood within reachinyw 
distance of both Standartenfuehrer PHIPER and Sturmbennfuehrer SICKuL 
and me. 


The moment I had finished my report to Standartenfuehrer PELPER 
about the remarks of the members of the Wehrmacht, a Sturmbannfuehrer 
whose name I did not know, remarked: ‘If he bumped off one of our 
men he too must die." 


I cannot remember having seen this Sturmbannfuehrer before. I 
was undex the impression that he was a guest who was present just 
by coincidence. wvuring the whole scene described herein, the 
officers had coffee before them. 


Aftex this remark of the one Sturmbannfuehrer who was not known 
to me, Standartenfuehrer PiLPER (who et this time was still an 
Obersturmpannfuehrer wave some order to the prisoner in English. 


As the result of this, the prisoner tried to open his shirt 
pocket but he could not do so as his fingers were frozen. At that 
I opened the left shirt pocket of the American and handed the 
contents to Standartenfuehrer PEIPAt. 


At this occasion I remembered rrightfully that I had never 
searched the prigoner for weapons and while Standartenfuehrer 
FLIPER was looking at the contents of the shirt pocket, I felt him, 
looking to see if he had any weapons. I found no weapon whatever, 
nor any other suspicious thing. 





The conten of the Americe s shirt pocket consisted only of 
a derk brown pocketbook. 


Standartenfuehrer PEIPER scanned through the pocket bo 
Sturmbannfuehrer who was not known to me, remarked, *"JOCHEN, give 
it to mee" JOCHMN is the first name of the Kommandeur, but I be- 
lieve that it is written JOACHIM. 


At that Stanaartenfuehrer PEIPER handed the pocketbook to the 
one Sturmbannfuehrer who is not known to me, and he had not taken 
anything out of the pocketbook, not even temporarily. On the other 
hand, I clearly saw how the one Sturmbannfuehrer who was unknown to 
me, took several items out of the pocketbook but I coulan't see 
exactly whut they were. Then this Sturmbannfuehrer unknown to m, 
handed the pocketbook to me and again I put it into the American's 
shirt pocket. 


Now Standartenfuehrer PEIPR asked the prisoner one short 
question which the prisoner answered. At this I saw how the American 
was endeavoring to go into "attention" as well as he could, It is 
ossible that this Sturmbannfuehrer who was not knownto me also put 
@ question to the prisoner. In any case, altogether not more than 
two, or at the most, three questions were asked of him and this 
questioning lasted at the most,éto 7 seconds. I am certain that 
oturmbannfuehrer SICKEL did not ask any questions. The American 
was hardly capable of speaking as he was too exhausted but I heard 
him pronouncing with a weak faltering voice, three to five very 
faintly spoken words. 


Now Sturmbannfuehrer SICKEL took the left hand or the American, 
who during this did not leave the spot where he stood. He then took 
the right hand oi the American, he felt and looked at both hands o1 
the American and then he said; "“#rostbite 3rd degree." 


After this, nobody said anything for one or two seconds, I can 
recall the silence distinctly. I interrupted the silence by askinu, 


"Should I bring him up?" By this I meant the aid station, which was 
located on the next floor, 


At my question there was again silence in the room for one or 
two seconds == it might have been three. I renamber the silence 
distinctly. It was quiet outside too. I remember it so distinctly 
because I immediately saw trom thy glances exchanged between Sturm- 
bannfeuhrer SICKHL and Standartenfuehrer PEIPEH what was being de- 
cided here, 


Then after that, Sturmbanntuehrer SICKsL motioned with his thumb 
to me end said in a sharp and loud voice, “Get the swine out and bump 
him off." At this time, Stanuartenfuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbann- 
fuehrer SICKEL were seated opposite each other, Sturmbannfuehrer 
SICKW. said these last words in such a loud voice that they could 
have been heard even in a room much larger than the one in which we 
were at this time, 


Standartenfuehrer PEIPIR, who without any doubt had heard this 
order of Sturmbannfuehrer SICKL, silently sat by and didn't comment 
on this order, 


After that I said to the American,"Come on, comrade," and I 
led him out, 


In front of the house I met EINFALT again, who was waiting there 





for mee He asked me what the Commamer ordered and I answered, 

he ordered to bump the prisoner off. I still remember that I 

met Oberscharfuehrer Otto JHCOKER, who was the Panzer Driver of 
the Kommandeur, in front of the house. BMWKsR also asked me 

what the Kommandeur had ordered ana I told him that the Kommanieur 
had ordered me to bump him off. I then went into the nearby chapel 
in which as far as I can remember, the cammunication platoon was 
laying and I borrowed a pistol. It was an 08 pistol which had a 
caliber of 9 millimeters, I myself made a sketch of the locality 
and am attachiny it to this, my statement. On this sketch, number 
1 means the CP with the room of the Kommandeur in the left lower 
corner. 


Number 2 is he chapel in which I borrowed the pistol. 


Number 3 is the stable in which I was working when I noticed 
American, 


Number 4 is a sandy slope, steeply sloping towards the road. 
Number 5 is the spot where the American soldier wes shot. 


Number 6 is a so-called Sauna Bath, which is a steam beth and 
which was erected temporarily by us. 


Numbe: 7 is a wooden shed, 


I led the prisoner alony tne road accompanied by Sturmmann 
SINFALT. At the road fork indicated on my sketch I took the right 
fork which leads uphill. 


The American could only walk a iew steps at a time; then we haa 
to support him as he could not continue. 


When we cme near the spot on the road which in my sketch is 
marked number 5, I turned to the right into the wood. 


Up to this point we had been leading the American. From there 
on I had him go to the wooa in front of us. However, he dia not 
veach the wood, only up to the edge of the wood approximately 15 to 
20 meters away trom the road, 


I only went a tew meters into the field ana then I stopped 
and brought my weapon into position and then I shot the American 
with two or three shouts. I am a good pistol shot. Normally, I 
had to test the repaired weapons as I was the weapons sergeant. 


The American immediately fell forward. At that point I went to 
him to see whether he was already dead and to make certain of ite I 
established that he was already dead. He had two bullet holes in 
the left upper half of his back right below the shoulder. The two 
shots were only approximately 3 to 4 centimeters away from each 
other and cvoth had gone through the heart. I didn't take anything 
away from the corpse. While we were going to the spot where the 
American was shot I took the pocketbook out of his shirt pocket and 
looked through it. At this time he had no money with him, I cannot 
say whether there was also money amongst those items which this 
Sturmbannfuehrer who is unknown to me had taken out of the pocketbook. 


When I was searching the pocketbook I found in it only some photo- 
graphs, I remember that one of them showed a little isolated house 


and another one, an elderly woman. I then returned this pocketbook 
to the shirt pocket of the American, 


The name of the American is not known to me, nor did I know it 
at any time. 








AS I have here been asked whether the name of the man was 
SEIFURT and whether I asked him whether this was his hame, I 
State that it is not impossible that I asked him something similar 
before I brought him to the CP, maybe in case the members of the 
Wehrmacht mentioned such or a similar name. However, 1 repeat thet 
I cannot recall anything of this nature. 


Ido not remember to have noticed any rank insignia on this 
American. He was small, approximately 1.65 me He was very slim, 


I cannot estimate his age es his fece was completely drawn due to 
exhaustion. 


During the entire time the American did not try to escape nor did 
he try any resistance nor did he do anything else that would have 
justified the shootin... 


Afte: the shooting I went into the chapel and mturned the pistol. 
Then I returned to the Stable, where we all had our Lunch, 


After lunch a messenger came with the order, "Dig the American 


in." I can recall tnis expression distinctly because where Germans 
are concerned, one speaksof "buryi.g." 


Sturmbannfuehrer SICKEL is the Hegimental Doctor of the lst SS 
Panzer Hegiment LSSAH and at this time he was also the CO of the HQ 


Company of the lst Panzer negiment LSSAH as Obersturmfuehrer MAULE 
had been killed in action just previously. 


This statement has veen written in my own handwriting and I have 
not veen influenced either by threats or promises, 


I am fully aware of the Sanctity and the importance of an oath. 


This statement consists of 16 handwritten pages and it has been 
reread to me before I put my signature on it. 


/s/ WICHMANN, orto 
SS Unterscharfuehrer 
28 December, 1y45 


Sworn to and Subscribed before me 
this 28th day or December 1945 at 
Schwdbisch Hall, Germany. 

WILLIAM Re PERL 0-555149 

ist Lt. Mel. 
Investigator-Examiner 
Wax Crimes Branch USF“ 































LEGEND OF THs DRAWING DESIGNED AND SiuND 
BY OTTO WICHMANN, SS UNTRiSCHARFUEHREx ON 

E 28H DAY OF DECEMBER, 1945 AND SWORN TO 
AND SUBSCHiBED oY HIM THE SAME DAY, DESCRiB- 
ING THe LOCAvION OF THE SiUO/ ING, 


*vue 


1. GP with room of the Kommandeur 

2. Chapel 

Be Stable 

4. Sandy slope steeply sloping towards the road. 
5. Spot where the American soldier was’ shot. 

6. Sauna Bath 


7» Wooden shed 


A/ WICHMANN, OrTo 
SS Unterscharfuehrer 
28 December 1945 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 28th day ot 
December, 1945 at Schwabisch Hall, Germany. 


WILLIAM x. PERL 

Ist Lt. MeI. 0-55514y 
Investigator-Kxaminer 
War Crimes Branch USFiT 
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ROGM INTO WHICH I BROUGHT THE 
PRISON 


ewe @ 


Translation of the legend of the drawing No. 1 of sketch de- 
signed by sS Unterscharfuehrer Otto WICHMANN end sworn to and 
subscribed by him on 28 December, 194.53 


l. Standartenfuehrer PEIPER. His chair in its original 
position and then dotted in his Late: position. 


2. Sturmbannfuehrer SICKEL on the couch. 
3+ Sturmbannfuehrer, name unknown, on couch. 
4. Small cabinet 
5e Large cabinet 
6. Chair 
7e A blocked door 
Size of the room ~ 
8. Window approximately 5 steps x 5 steps. 
9. Entrance 
106 American 


ll. Myself 


/s/ WICHMANN, Otto 
SS Unterscharfuehrer 
28 December 1945 


Sworn to and subscribed vefore me this twenty-eighth day of 
Decembe: 1945 at ochwabisch Hall, Germany. 


WILLIAM Ke Pin 

ist Lt. MeI. 0-555149 
Tnvestigator-Examiner 
War Crimes Branch USF 
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| eee old HABLA... , being first daly 
sworn, ( he \following statement under oath 


Teh... SAMS... JBSL QAMAAE IMM cenmnennnemennns wemmnnnnnmememnens Nachdem ict erst recht- 
mafig eingeschworen wurde, mace die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The_above two photographs are photographs of the same 5 [BAC ARP EN ES CERES, 
feel dV Ac) 9. eee mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated,.2% jaMul ayy eae 

\ i] \ 
Dje) obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen LM hs Mass |v 


a +. x pissin von _mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert__- Masi. 


JV \\ WWW 


"First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


= War dah igh wf 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 

SAKE 5 

‘Organization daring Eifel Offensive 

Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
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a oe f umm 1946, 
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Arm or Service 
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Ah: Maker! 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


1 o.. 1. YP, Fpgee LIS AB, 
Organization during’ Eifel Offensive 


Einheit wdhrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


GAE MLLER assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Otto WICHMANN 
28 March 1946 


taken on at Schwiibiseh Hall, Germany. 


Fekava RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, OMP 


consisting of 2... pages, into English. 


and 5 photographs 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


ie German is ay retive tongue. 


2o I apent the first twenty yoore of uy life in Germmny and vent 
to ela entery anc cecuncary school theres 


3e i came to the United States in 19%. 


&e 1 tad two yeare of lish in secondary school in Germany ely 
other knowledge of Nnglieh has been Geriveé from stuly by ageclf. 


Se I’ve been married for the jest Six yours to & British subject 
ané wpeak Nnglish continually at hom, Ww wifo cove not speak GEROAN. 


6. 1 have deen in the United Stetes Aroy for the past ae youre, 


having bean Gischarped in )ovember 1945 and beave beet employed by the 
War Depertwent es 6 Cermen-Pnglish interpreter sinec Jonuary 19h66 


puddlier 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this. day of Cagle (tte 
at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany. 
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prisoner of =} 2 


this spot 


I shot the Amer 


with the letter "xX", 


I examined the photograph whi 
side "PETIT S Ex en 
on ti t oi 1 

this building and it was here é re 
Sturmbannfuebrer SICKEL to leud the American f£ 
outside and bump him off. 


soner of wer 
recognize 


On the right-hand aide of the 
the chapel past which I led the 
I had received t 


the order 


street I 
Auerican prisoner of 


to bump him off 


> EX" 2 
the chapel w 


Lich 


views of I described above. 
h which bears the writi 


on the rev 
recognizea the side ¥ 
THIERS which I <4 


¥ 
ibed as the CP of Standartenfuehr 


I have placed 


ny signature on the reverse side of etch of the 
avove described five photographs, 


examined ther. 


together with the dute on which I 
I have made thes 
and attach them 


ese photographs part of this statement 
hereto. 


I make this statement consisting of two pag 
graphs voluntarily out of my own free will, vy 


and five photoe 
promises of reward, 


out force,threats or 


(signed) Otto WICLMANY 
28 March 1946. 


day of March 13 
RAPHAEL 


L SHUMACIE! 
Capt. CP 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I Walter A. Hart 
APO 633, a I 
4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Joachim PEIPER 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Arimy, 


interpreter, having 





n duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


taken on 26 March 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


Heleva WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt., M. I. 
consisting of dd... pages, into English. 


1, the deponent. further state that I speak German and & 





fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 
1. My native tongue is German. 


2. I studied English for seven years in school in Serlin, 
Germany. 


3. I lived in England from 1935 to 1937 and in the United 
States from 1937 to 1944. 


4. From March 1944 to November 1945, I served as an interpreter 
with the office of Military Government. 


5. Since 3 December 1945 I have been assigned to the war 
Crimes Branch, U.S.F.&.T. as a civilian Germaneinglish interpreter. 


\Wotho< \ Hot 


Walter A. Hart 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 4 day of C74 L 
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 





concentrated on it, the following still 


which I add to my statements hitherto made; 


1. 

council 

and O,Stubaf 
lean pris 


Oo reme as 
continu yc ficulties with 


or 


re ) orders were r rted 


y ENTHAL who was tf at that tim, urther believe, but I 
am not quite certe f it, that on account of these refusals to obey 
orders which touched off important que tions, I gave the order to set 


an example - the content of which that in outste naing cases prisoners 
have tio be shot. Further details in regard to executions at LA GLEIZE 
a unknown to me. I remember that it was more a question of giving a 
general plenary power to the commanders for them to be covered than an 
issuance of detailed orders, 


ation it w 

a small castle 2e1 2 | 3 Cc I reco et 
this castle h. ie i fk > THIS of my would not 
recognize ove i 1 prisoner of war into the room 
for I isone 

apr y 8 tarvec 

ed around hi :e@ Accordin 
rican to be past 50 years of ap I questioned 

hich division he belonged but he was so exhausted that he could 

talk but only uttered inarticulate sounds, I still know, however, 

he was about 27 years of age, which especially struck me by b 

His skull locked like a death's-head. Ne wes not able to 

ision to me and I think that I found out his age from his pa pers 

this tine Stbf.Dr Cc » the regix tal surgeon of the Panzer Regt 1, 
L.SS.A.H. and at that time also Connander of the imental Hy eCo. 
fanzer Regt 1, was present in the roomel further he certain belief 
that also O,Stubaf. V WESTERNHAGEN was in the room, perhaps also H,Stuf, 
GRUHLE, We were just going to have coffee, when the pr er was brought 
into the room, After I had seen that the prisoner wa 

be able to talk, I offered hima chair and a cup of coffee and 
ette, as I felt pity for hi He chattered his teeth, however, so 
that he could neither drink nor smoke, I then endeavored to learn 
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too lat m I askec r 

the man up to the aid 

"The best 2 a@ mercy shot won't make it an; 
more, It S tormenting." I replied, lright! the 
Poor devil away | " I then ers but had 





not given further or 
left the rest ! 


prisor 


to Stubaf, 
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to me that the 
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I further have been ques ned if at STOUMONT on the 19 
December 1944, I caused erican prisoner of war to be shot 








giving an order to Unterscharfuehrer Hans LLIG, Funktruppfue 
(leader of the radio detachment) at headquarters of the Ist 3s 
Regt. In spite of my greatest efforts, I could not remember such 
execution. After confrontation with H.Stuf. Hans GRUHLE, Reg: mental 
Adjutant, and Unterscharf.,Hane HILL » I am renembering that I caused 
an American prisoner of war to be shot there, but to my own nind I 
do not recollect any details, 
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I have made these stateuents 
uninfluenced by threats, force or 
ises of } « I swear before 
deposition are true and I a Hrepar 
court under oath. 


5 voluntarily, of my own will, 
uninfluenced by pran- 
nts in this 


before an) 








d) Joachi 
SS. Standartenfuehrer 
26.III. 1946, 
witnessed: 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
CAPT. CLP, 








Sworn to and subscribed to before ime this 


26th day of March 1946, at Schwabisch Hall, 
Germany. 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


I Walter A. Hart 


APO: 633, as an interpreter, having heen duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Dr. Kurt. S ICKEL 


taken on 9. April. 1946 at Schwithiseh Hall, Germany, 


hefore WILLIAM R.. FRRL. 1st Lt. MI. 
Awd | sketch 
Y f£ 


consisting of pagesyinto English, 
1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified a 
German-| 





an expert 





English interpreter by revson of the following qualifications: 


1. My native tongue 1s German. 


2. I studied English for sevem years in school in Berlin, 
Germany. 


3- I lived in England from 1935 to 1937 and in the United 
States from 1937 to 19hd. 


4. From March 1944 to November 1945, I served as an interpreter 
with the office of Military Government. 


5. Since 3 December 1945 I have been assianed to the war 
Crimes Branch, U.5.F.E.f. as a civilian German-English interpreter. 


| i 
K\ al} ri 4 Hed 
Walter A. Hart 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this &D. day of S9¢E 
at Schwihisch Hall, Germany. 1 


ar Crimes Branch/USFET 


Cah. CYP 


I, Sturmbanf, Dr Kurt SICKEL, being duly sworn state the 
following: 


1. I applied for admission to the Allg.SS in November 1932 
and belonged to the Allg SS until Sept 39, and to the Waffen SS 
fram the 19th Sept 1939 on. 


Immediately after my entrance into the Waffen SS, thus 
shortly after the outbreak of war, I was transferred to the East with 
the SS Totenkopf. Cav Division, My duties were the supervision of the 
health of the troops and of Polish Jews, who were constructing there a 
Lager for themselves and later were used as slave laborers in the SS 
works, later, that is in the years 1942 to 1944 (30.6,42= beginning 

of February 1944) I was garrison surgeon for LUBLIN, that means that I 
was responsible for the health of the troops and also for that of the 
Jews who were brought from all parts of Europe into the below-mentioned 
concentration camps in the area of LUBLIN . Especially the following 

concentration camps were under my medical supervision, 


@. PONIATOWA 

be DAW- LUBLIN 
c. TRAVENICKI 

4. Airport LUBLIN 
e. ERASNIK 


I was responsible for these camps respectively for the 
State of health in these camps from their installation until their dis- 
solution. In these camps no gassing took place, Executions were occas~- 
dionally carried out. 


Now and then against my will and om order of my superiors 
I had to deliver to the Vernichtungslager MAIDENECK (extermination 
camp MAIDENECK, IN) persons who had been working for me in the Orth- 
OFEDIC workshops, It was known to me that gassings took place there 
and that these people got gassed, However, I have not conducted myself 
any gassings. Among those persons brought into the extermination camp 
MAIDENECK were women and men, I do not recall the exact number any 
more. 


On the whole, I had to supervise in these camps the health 
of about 20,000 Jews,men, women and children. Continuously new trains 
from all parts of Europe arrived, among them Czech, French, and Roumanian 
Jews, etc; 


All these camps dissolved one morning in November 1943, 
by shooting all Jews without my knowing about it. For this purpose these 
Jews had to build enormous ditches and then were lined up in the ditches 
one close to another and were shot with machine guns and rifles. Then 
the second shift got into the ditches and the procedure was repeated,.‘the 
ditches were about 2} meters deep and the Jews were shot in about) 
to 5 layers. Men, women, and children were shot in the same trenches. 
@ this day according to my estimate about 20,000 Jews were shot in 
this manner. The shootings for the greatest part were carried out in 
the KZ -camps in which the people were up to that time - Thus for 
instance in TRAVENIKI, PONIATOWA. at this time I was Hstuf of the 
Waffen SS, The shootings proper were executed by Totenkopf Infantry 
Units and by the S.D.(Sicherheitsdienst -Security Service. T.N.) 


II. Shortly after the extermination of the Lagers in the LUBLIN 
area, which were under my medical supervision, I got transferred back to 
the *ISSAH" to which I belonged already since 1939. 


During the EIFEL offensive in Dec 1944 and Jan 1945, I was 
the Regimental surgeon of the lst SS Pz Rgt "ISSAl", and for about the 


—_y?. (96 em 








four weeks of the EIFEL offensive, the exact date I cannot remember 
any more, I was also commanding officer of Hq Co. In the first days 

of January 1945, the exact date I do not remember any more, I was at the 
Command post of the lst SS Pz Rgt."LSSAH" in a castle in the neighbor- 
hood of PETITE THIERES. In the room besides myself were present, the 
Regt Commander Joachim PFEIFER, Obersturmbannfuehrer at that time,also 
a Stubef and I think it was Stubaf.Werner POETSCHKE, As we were sitting 
in this rocm during the afternoon hours the door opened and U-Scha 
Otto WICHMANN the Equipment Sgt of the Headquarters Co. lst SS Pz Ret. 
*“LSSAH" brought en American prisoner of war into the room, This 
Amrican prisoner of war looked extremely starved and frozen as he 

head hidden himself for quite some time in the woods to prevent being 
taken prisoner, 


Ostubef .FEIPER questioned the man in English but the American 
prisoner of war refused to make a statement. I looked at the hands of 
the American prisoner of war and determined that he showed 3rd degree 
frost+bites on both hands. Mme the whole he was physically very much 
emaciated. 


For these reasons I proposed to Ostubaf,PEIFPER to have the 
prisoner bumped off, I cannot recall any mre if I made this proposal 
with words or only with gestures or with glances. However, I do know 
that Ostubaf,PEIFER accepted this proposal of mine, If this acceptance 
of my proposal was mde in words or by gestures or with glances I 
do not remember any mre, but I know that I was authorized by him 
in one form or another to have the American prisoner of war shot, 


I ordered thereupon the U-scha. Otto WICHMANN of the Headquarters 
Coe lst SS Pz Rete"ISSAH" who at that time was under my commend, to 
lead the prisoner of war away and bump him off. If I did that with 
words,"Take the swine outside and bump him off" or if I used other 
words for this order,I do not remember any more, 


This prisoner of war had, in fact,been bumped off, 


I do not remembor any more if WICHMANN reported back to me that 
the execution was carried out or if I had the knowledge of the executed 
shooting from another source, I only know that he got bumped off, I 
cannot recall to have ordered or carried out another shooting of 
prisoners of war or civilians in the EIFEL offensive, 


For better comprehension of this statement I have prepared a 
sketch of the room in the castle in PI THIER®, This sketch I have 
marked with "A" and attached it to oy statement, The numerals signify: 


1. Table 8, Cupboard 

2e Chair Je Corner Cupboard 

32 Stove 10. Entrance Door 
4o5, 6Chairs 1l, Obstructed door. 

7. Divan 12, 13. Windows 


I have made these statements voluntarily of my own will uninfluenced 
by force, threats or duress and wninfluenced by promises of any kind. 


I swear before God that the statements which I have made in this 
deposition are true and am prepared to repeat sam before any court 


under oaths 
(signed) Dr,Kurt SICKEL 


Witness: SS Sturmbamfuehrer 
HOMER B CRAWFORD 9 April 1946, 
Lt, Col.Air Corps, 


Sworn to and subscribed to before m this 9th 
day of April 1946 at Schwabisch Hall,Germany 
WILLIAM R PERL 
Ist LteMeI. 0.655149 
Inves tiga tor-Examiner ,WCB.USFET, 
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TRANSLATIGN OF LEGEND TO STATEMENT 
MA DE BY Sturmbf, Dr Hurt SICKEL - Exhibit "a" 


dated 9 April 1946, 


8808e 


LEGEND 
1, Table 
2, Chair 
3 Stove 
4) 
5) Chairs 
6) 


7. Divan 

8, Cupboard 

9. Corner Cupboard 
10,Entrance door 
11,0bs tructed door, 
12) 


Windows. 
13) 


Ste PEIPER 
Ke JOACHIM 
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sworn, fant: Sovlow ving seinen under oath ; 


Toh_. . Mnachdem ich erst recht- 
mapig eingeschn oren wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same Aegl Cereeariden_Jaac cain 
-nnenl AA PO ARe........... mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated 7& April, 796. 
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‘ EL rire nnoinnn y being first daly 
aworn, ake the following statement ander oath: 

ti Bie NB tna ea » machdem ich erst recht- 
ae eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same_/ ~<. 
éhe.-blisheaMsd mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. 9 dec 


Bie obi, ay, Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen Uz Sc RS os wircis 
téo HAWN yon mir in meiner eidesstattlihen Aussagi genannt, 
datiert Pe 7946 Saieang# 


Fens S ret eNOS Se SSS Ar 
First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


At Slay Cann Piprers 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


4 b4- Pe. Rt L550" 


Organization daring Eifet Offensive 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me this 
Sa, 1946. 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I, GORGE MILLER 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States 
APO 633, as 


Army, 
au interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the 


attached English translation is 
4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


HANS ERICH GRUHLE 


taken on 18 March’ 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany 
hike RAPHAEL SHUMAGKER, Captain, CMP 
n lathe Sait a ea into English 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English 


fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualification 


1. German is my native tongue. 


2. I spent the first twenty years of my life in jermany and 
went to elementary and secondary school there. 


3+ I came to the United States in 1928. 


4. TI had two yeare of English in secondary school in Germany. 
My other knowledge of English has been derived from study by myself. 


5. I've heen married for the past six years to a ritish 


Subject and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 
Speak German. 


6. I have been in the 
years, having been discharge 


by ig War Department as a German-English interpreter since January, 
1946. 


[ 
Teller 


United States Army for the past 2-1/2 


GEORGE M wR 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 7 
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


con Pare (¢¢L 


ar Crimes Ye USFET 





d in November 1945 and have been employed 


ed 02000157 


t 


I, Hans Erich GRUHLE, being first duly sworn make the 
following statement under oath. 


During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944 I was SS 
Hauptsturmfuehrer on the staff of the lst SS Panzer Regiment, 
LSSAH, and as such was the Executive Officer of the Regimental 
Commander, SS Obersturmbannfuehrer, Joachim PEIPER. 


On 15 December 194 - - I believe it was around 1500 hours 
in the afternoon - - a Kommandeurs' meeting took place in a 
forester's house in the woods near BLANKENHEIM, This meeting 
consisted of two separate sessions. Firstly, there was a 
"tactical discussion" among the camanders of the batmlions, 
and PEIPEn and Obersturmbannfuehrer HEai'ZIu. Secondly, there 
was a "supply discussion" which was conducted by me. 


Immediately after these discussions were concluded, I was 
called to Pultin and received from him an order which I was told 
by him to pass on to the commanders ofthe different units who 
were assembled in an adjoining room. Thereupon the doors between 
the roams were swung open making it one big room. Th» order I 
received from Peiper and which I read as I had been directed to 
do was substantially as follows: 


*jhe Germm nation has lined up fa its last fight. 
This offensive is its last big effort. The objective is 
ANiWitaY end to break up the allied farces which have line@ 
up in the AAVHEN area. 


"the German nation expects from its soldiers the greatest 
Preparedness for action, courage and sacrifice. The people 
will not welcom our advance in whose territory we will carry 
the fight. Any resistance from this quarter and against any 
acts of terra’ you will have to counter with the greatest 
ruthlessness, 


"“Shis fight will be conducted stubbornly with no regard 
Tor allied prisoners of war who will have to be shot if the 
situation makes it necessary andoompels it." 


This order was issued vy the 6th SS Army through the Division and 
was Signed by SS Oberstgruppenfuehrer Josef (Sepp) DIEi'nIuH, 


The following officers were present when I read this order: 


Untersturmfuehrer Flown, 4d jutant, let Ss Pz Bn., lst So 
Pz negte, LSSAH. 

Untersturmmfuehrer KALLvoki, Adjutant, 2nd SS Pz Bn., lst SS 
Pa Hegt., LSGAH. 


The adjutant of the 3rd Mm Grenadier Bn., 2nd Pz Grenadier 
Rogt., whose name I no longer remember, 

Sturmbannfuehrer Dr. SIuK@., Kegimental Surgeon, lst SS Pz 
Hegt., LSsAH, 

Obersturmfuehrer MAULA, Kegt. Weapons and Ammunition Officer 

Obersturmfuehrer wEluEn, xegt. Transportation Officer 











Obersturmfuehrer KREMSER, Commanding Officer, 
ist SS Pz Compamy, lst SS Pz Regt., LSSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer CHKIST, Commanding Officer, 
2nd SS Pz Company, lst SS Pz Regt., LSSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER, Commanding Officer, 
6th SS Pz Company, lst SS Pz Regt., LSSAH 
Hauptsturmfuehrer KLINGELHOHFR, Commanding Officer, 
7th SS Pz Company, lst SS Pz Regt., LSSaH 
Obersturmfuehrer SIMVERS, Commanding Officer, 3rd 
Panzer Pioneer Company, lst Pioneer Bne, LSSAH 
Obersturmfuehrer aUMPF, Gnmanding Officer, 9th Panzer 
Pioneer Company, lst SS Panzer Regt., LSSAH 
Major Wolf, Commander of the 84 Anti-Aircraft Regt. 
SS Obersturmbannfuehrer von Westernhagen Bn. 
SS Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, Commander lst ern 
lst SS Pz. Regt. 
SS Sturmpannfuehrer DIEFENTHAL, Commande:, III aaleuny , 
2nd Pz. Gren. Regt. 


I am positive avout the presence of all those named avove when 
this orde: was read to then by me with the exceptions of CHRIST 
ana KHEuSER, ana it is my vest vecollection that they were there 
alsoe 


The fact that this oraer had oeen received had to be ac- 
knowledged in writing by ail the company commanders. In addition 
they were ordered vy Obe:sturmpanntuehrer PEIPER himself to pass 
the oraex on in an extracted form to their men. #ith this the 
Meeting was adjourned. 


I have prepared a sketch showing the location or tnis forest- 
er's house near BLANKENHKIM where this weeting was held. It is 
marked Exhivit "A", ana I have attached it to this statement and 
make it a part hereof. 


I declare further that 1 have knowledge of the shooting of 
two American prisoners of war on orders of Obersturmbennfuehrer 
PsxIPRR. One shooting toox place in S:OuMONI and the other in 
BLANCHE FUNLAINE, about 1 km east o: Petit Their, This is how 
they happened in details 


The shooting in Stougont which happened 19 December Louk: 
After the capture of the village, I was standing with Obersturm~ 
oannruehrer PEIPER, Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE and same other 
officers and men in 1ront of the second house on the eastern edge 
of STOUMONT, and was looking at the captured weapons and guns, when 
all of a sudden an American soldier, just captured, was brought to 
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER. The interrogation, conducted by 
PEIPER himself did not bring any results which could be used. I 
then turned away for a short time in order to converse with a 
German speaking civilian who had asked for an interview. During 
the time of my absence this American soldier was shot. He was 
lying near a house in a field, between the ditches, The order 
for this shooting was given to a German soldier from the Regi- 
mental Headquarters Compeny by Obersturmbannruehrer PEIPR; 

PEIPER later told me thishimself. 


In further explanation of this shooting I have prepared 
a sketch showing this house on the outskirts of STOUMONT, the 
spot where the soldier was shot, etc. This sketch is marked 
Exhibit "B*", is attached hereto, and is made a part hereor. 


The shooting dn Zonteine mich happened on or 


about 13 Jenuary 1945 the date T camel fiz sith certainty): 
4n American soldier was captured by members of the Regimental 


Headquarters Company in the bordering woods and was brought 

before Obersturmpannfuehrer PEIPER on or about 13 January 

1945 for interrogation. At the time there were also present 

in the CP Sturmbannfuehrer Dr. SICKEL, Sturmbannfuehrer 

FOETSCHKE, and I. The soldier was dressed in a very much worn 
American uniform. He identified himself with his identification card 
and reported orally that he was 24 years old and that he was from 
Texas. His unit and branch of arms he did not state. 


While wandering around for a long time in the woods his hands 
and feet had become frozen. Under these circumstances I tried to 
send him at once to the next hom ital through Regimental Surgeon 
Dr. Sickel, especially since it appeared further interrogation 
would be useless, My wish and intention were refused by Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER and POETSCHKE in short order with the 
remark that I was perhaps feeling sorry. PEIPM ordered Dr. 
SICKEL to cause the immediate shooting of this American prisoner 
of war, although I egain expressed my disapproval. Just how the 
soldier was shot or the location of his grave are facts unimown 
to me. The CP in Blanche Fontaine was in a hunting lodge, and its 
location is more clearly shown on another sketch I have drawn, 
which I have marked Exhibit *C* and have attached hereto. 


In both the above mentioned cases the American soldiers were 


wearing American uniforms and were unarmed ani had definitely sur- 
rendered. 


This statement consisting of 9 pages and three sketches was 
made voluntarily by me, uninfluenced by force, threats, duress or 
promises of any kind, Iea: before God that the facts stated 
herein by me are true and I am prepared to repeat same under cath 
before any court of justice. 


(signed) HANS GHUHLE 
18 March 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed befare me 
this, 18th day of March 19/6 at 
SCHW, HH HALL, wit, 
(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKIR 
Capt ar 




























TRANSLA ION Os LEGEND ON EXHIBIT "A" 
TO AFFIDAVIT or 


HANS ERICH GRUHLE 
Dated 18 March 1946 
ee eere seve 


. OF PORES: ER'S SE IN THe Wu 
POSLTION oF HOOMS IN THis FOKESTER'S HOUSE 


I. Hegimental Orderly Room - Adjutant 
II. Adjoining rooms 
III. Room of the Commander - the Conference room, 


4. Stables and other living quarters. 


TRANSLAIION OF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT *B* 
TO AFFIDAVIT oF 
HANS ERICH GRUHLE 
Dated 18 March 1946 


eee Se eeREe 


4.: 1. House 


Bet 2. House in which several civilians were. 


Cot .3. House 
I. One of our destroyed tanks, 
II. Destroyed American AA gun. 
1.) Entrance to the house, 4 
2.) Place of the interrogation, 
3e) Place where the American soldier was 


shot, 


WRANSLATION OF LUGEND ON EXHToTy *c# 
TO AFFIDAVIT oF 


HANS ERICH GRUHLE 
Dated 18 March 194» 


Wy ANG EAB. ies wwmninnnnnan » O@ing first daly 


sworn, make the fojlowing statem under gath 
1h. HAM ed) OL » nackdem ich erst recht- 
mapig eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende A ge unter Eid 


The cbove two Photographs are Photogrophs of the same 
we td BAS. von entioned by me in my affidavit, 


Die obigen Abd fioposraphien sind Photographien desselbigen GEER TURM EY HEL 
Cf7 Yor -z,4,,. von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
MARE GH. 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 





R-WAUPT STURM FU RAR. 


bea 4 Rank (Dienstgrad) 


"OP, Keol 4.55. 


Organization du¥ing Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn to, and subscribed 
Z. mas day of... 
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~, OO 


Officet administering oath 


phn Eee 


Arm or Service 
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lig "Wy Ws EERE sega pte oath; 


ass woot oreeadatey eases on seven isbcsececessis » nachdem ich erst recht- 
mifig cing oren wurd’, mache die folgende e Aussage unter Eid 


. » being first duly 


The vbove two photogr phs are photogrophs of the same SLY RM BANNE UG EH RE Ik 
PIE LE NTH Ahn... mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated./2 MAR... ALAC. 


aha WN EU fog: 
Werivrial - 


en Aussage genann 
dasier: et 


First Name (V name) Last Name (Zuname) 


7 
A HAYPT STURM FUER, 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


ILL, Mpegh bb AM 
Organization di ing Eifel Offensive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn and subscribed befor 
Oded 


day of... 
A? 
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—— Machdem ich erst recht- 
ge unter Eid 


The above iwo photographs are Photogrephs of the same OsensrEegverene LUE / ee 
JOSE ESR EFL) RIETAR ICH mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. ALAVAR: LF#E 


loser sa obigen Bey ai sind Photographien ‘asieitpen GME Aa Lie Aiaieee 
IBPP) 0 Mi 


“ von mir in meiner eidesstattlicen Aussage genannt, 
d. nomi MARZ FU¥6 SO Pin 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


¢ 
S-OAUPT STURMEUWRER. 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


LHL Bag i AM. 
Organization ig Eifel Offensive 


Einheit wdhrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn go and Cape ep a ke me this 


day of, teletncns 1946. 
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Offi dministering oath 
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The chove two photographs are photographs of the same. UNTER STURM. 
wh (SSHER...... mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated 18. hems. 
mane tf 
Die ooiyen an Photograph’en sind Photographien desselbigen WIERSTURM PURER 
datiert... OER 


yy mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
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AVZER~RG7.¢ L%Au 
“Organ zation during Eifel Offensive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to af! subserib. 


saw... day of... 





JUNKER 
BENONI' 


WimA LAM SE RICH ia BD Hobe E » being first duly 
sworn, m, Fyfe Jf! wing statement ander oath: 
Ih 2 46, nachdem ich erst recit- 
mafig eingeschworen warde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same_OCB=R STURM EVE HARE R 
MUNKER _meationed by me in my affidavit, dated _/’ MAR. /746. 


Die oblgsy aye) py ngtographien sind Photographien desselbigen COCR WV¢ TURMEM HE Re 
aa ae von mir in meiner eldesstattlihen Aussage genannt, 
datiert, A RYE . 


Firat.Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 
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Rank (Dienstgrad) 


sf A. iM. 
Organization di Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsutzes 
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Sworn fyand subscribed _before thle 
—L a. day or 1946. 
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The above two photographs are photographs of the same HAVPSTYRM FUEARER 
MbINGebMekFEAmentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. J& MOK. LG4 b+ 


bE obig. } oh Photographien sind Photographien dessetbigen SAULT ETURM PUMREL 
a Magee HOF, fe .., von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert _. . TE MAR i} Seer ‘ 
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The cbove two photographs are photographs of the same OBERSTURM EVEN RER 
TREE. mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated LE LMAB: AIA hee 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


1, WILLIAM R. PERL assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 683, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


4“ true and accurate rendering of the German original of the 


OTTO WICHMANN 


statement of 


o% dantary. 1646 , 
taken on £-.9anuary 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


ietat lst Lt. William R. PERL 


consisting of .8....... pages, into English, 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English Quently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 

1. Native tongue is German. 

2. I have spoken English for twenty years. 

3 I studied English for five years in school in VIENNA, Austria. 

4. I lived in England from 1930-31 and in 1938. 

5+ I lived in the United states from September of 1940 until 
IT left the United States with the American Army in July of 1944, 

6. From February 1943 to July 1944 I was an instructor in the 
IPW Section of the Military Intelligence Training Center, Camp Ritchie, 
Maryland, and after coming Overseas I have continued to serve as an 
interrogator of prisoners and Suspects, in a capacity which always 
involved translation from German to English and vice versa. 


she KN 
se i 
\y c Usouy, (2. aA 
WILLIAM R. PERL, 0-555149 
14 «lst Lt., Mer. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 73 day of Futircd 44¢4L 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 
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SHCOND SDAl EMENT 


I was asked today if I recalled any further details concern- 
ing the mrder of the American P¥ in Petit-Thier or concerning 
any other shootings and I ws requested to write down everything 
else that occurred to me, 


I therefore report the following conforming to the truth: 


1. On the way to the scene of the shooting I took the 
American PW's steel helmet off because the prisoner was 80 weak 
that we almost haa to carry him. I used this American steel 
helmet a few days for washing. 


2. I believe that the American understood a little German. 
When I took him to the CP, he appeared to be more hopeful than 
he did after the interrogation. When I escorted him into the 
woods, he gave the impression ot being completely broken down. 
It is possible that he already knew, from the interrogation which 
had been conducted in snglish, what awaited him, The prisoner 
died instantly. I observed from the way he collapsed, i.e., as 
if struck by lightning, that my shots had hit his heart. I then 
looked at the bullet holes too, trom which it was apparent that two 
shots went through the heart. I could also observe from his life- 
lessness that the man was dead. As I have recalled since my last 
written statement, I did fire one more shot into the head of the 
dead man from very close range because the directive requires 
that when somebody is shot under orders, another last shot is to 
be fired at close range, even when the man who is to be shot is 
dead anyhow. I saw that I hit the American in the back of the 
head. Nevertheless, when this bullet hit him, he did not move any 
more because he was already dead in any case. 


3. To the best of my knowledge, he was not buried by us when 
I received the order to "dig him in". I sent a man, whose name I 
no longer remember, to the scene of the shooting. This man then 
returned and told me that he could not bury the corpse because the ¢ 
ground was frozen, * 


4. I also remember that just before the offensive, the fact 
that "this time again, no prisoners are to be taken" was universally 
known in the Stabskompagnie (Hq Co.). 


Ig@clare, in conformity with the truth, that I was never 
present when such an order was read to our company. 


1 aeclared in my oral interrogation that I would say so if 
any such formal order had been read to me, "in spite of my fear". 
Ana I was asked why I should be atraia to make this declaration if 
iv were true. I therefore desire to explain what I meant by that: 
Since it was universally known in the Stabskompagnie (Hg Co) of the 
1 SS Pz. Kgt. that no prisoners were to be taken in this offensive, 
this order (or in case it was nov a formal order, these instructions 
for conduct or directive) unaoubtedly came trom the Kommandeur 
(Standartenfuehrer PEIyiR). At least iv must certainly have been 
known to him that there was general conversation in the Stacskompagnie 
(Hq Co) of this Regiment about the fact that no prisoners would be 
taken in this offensive. 


H 


I admit openly that I am afraid of being persecuted and 
murdered by one of PEIPER's followers, it I say anything against 
Stanuactenfuehrer PEI:ER. 


Ever since my last statement I have been afraid that one day 
when I am free again, I will get a dagger in my back, because in 
conformity with the truth, I told that I received the order from 
Standartenfuehrer PEIPiK and Sturmbannfuehrer SICKHL to shoot the 
exhausted frozen American prisoner of war. In order to be perfectly 
trank according to my own conscience, I acted upon the order of 
PEIPER, because he was the highest ranking orficer in the place and 
he conducted the interrogation and the order clearly ensued with 
his unuerstanding. 


My Yea: of veing executed by one of the followers of PEIPR 
as a traitor is probably incomprehensivle to the Americans, but 
I am certain that the same fear holds many of my camrades back 
trom telling the truth. 


Standartenfuehrer PEIPIR is a well known and dynamic person- 
ality. Ever since he took over the regiment, I have known him and 
the incredible intluence which he is able to exercise over men. Ii 
the situation ever changes in Germany and the occupation ends, 
PEIPER, who is a most enthusiastic Nazi and a marked type Fuehrer 
besides, will be one ot the greatest personalities of the Fourth 
Reich. Then all or those who did not deny all the accusations, and 
of course, those who gave him away, will be "bumped off" by his 
people. 


I remember, for example, that on the day that it was obvious 
to every SS Man that the war was finally lost, (it was the day on 
which the death of the fuehrer was made known), Hauptsturmfuehrer 
SCHULZE said to me and my other comrades, "The Fuehrer is aead, out 
we will rally around our Konmandeur. In the future, we must never 
get out of touch with him. We will continue the work of the Fuehrer 


with Standartenfuehrer PEIPER as our leader, even after the war is 
lost." 


I do not know any more whether these were the exact words, but 
in any case, this was the sense of the words, and this declaration 
is characteristic of the attitude of our regiment. Furthermore, in 
our cell in ZUPFENHAUSEN, in which ten of us were, it was generally 
said that he who makes a statement against his superior, is certain 
to be punished for that one day by PEIPER and to disappear. That 
is what I meant when I said that I actually heard no formal order to 
take no prisoners, and that I would say so in case I had heard a 
formal order, “in spite o1 my fear." 


5. It further occurs to me that in the camp at ZUFENHAUSEN, 
the word was circulated that Standartentuehre: PEIPER was there too, 
and that he had the following words passed on; that we should say 
that POXTSCHK: gave the order to shoot the Americans before ENGuLS- 
DORF, ror PUETSCHK: was dead anyhow. I no longer know how this 
message came to us. It is possible that the men who fetched the 
food brought it. 


I swear vefore God that these statements of mine contain the 
pure and whole truth ana nothing but the truth, and that they con- 
tain everything that I have recalled since my last interrogation 




















about four weeks ago. lhese statements were made voluntarily 
by me, uninfluenced by force, threats or promises, and were 
written in my own handwriting. 


WICHMANN Otto 
SS Unterscharfuehrer 
January 23, 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 


23rd day of January, 1946 at Schwaebisch 
Hall, wermany. 


WILLIAM R. PERL 

ist Lt. M.I. 0-55249 
Investigator Examiner 
War Crimes Branch 
USFET ARO 633 





